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1. Name
historic P.J. Barrett/Block
and/or common Same
2. Location
street & number 70-76 Park Street not tor publication
city, town Adams vicinity of congressional district First
state Massachusetts code 025 county Berkshire code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied _: agriculture museum n
building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object In process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
X no military
4. Owner of Property
nane Vénda Dawson SPhyllis W Sheppard
street & number 21 Yal e Street
city, town Chicopee vicinity of state  Massachn5”et.t.<;

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Berkshire County North Registry of Deeds
street & number 65 Park Street

city, town Adams state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
title of the Commonweal t h #638 has this property been determined elegible? .yes X no

date January 1979 .federal _X_ state county local

depository forsurvey records Massachusetts Historical Commission, 294 Washington Street

city, town Boston state Massachusetts



/. Description ADAMS: P.J. Barrett Block, 70-76 Park Street

Condition Clieck one Check one Lomkk
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site

X good ruins altered mnvpri riatp
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Barrett Block is located on the west side of Park Street south of McKinley Square i n
Adans Center. The block is a 3%story brick structure with a rectangular floor plan and
a lowsloping roof which descends fromeast t owest. The structure rests on a foundation
of rock-faced marble ashlar above which the building's red bricks arelaid up in a banding
of seven rows of stretchers t oone rowof alternating headers and stretchers. Except as
noted otherw se, w ndows throughout t he structure consist of 2/2 sash set in a brick
surround with an arched head of 2 rows of headers and a gray marble sill. Due to the

bl ock's hillside site, only the facade (east elevation) is a full 3%stories high, while
the rear (west) elevation is twostories high. The building is divided into two stores

at thefirst story and two apartnents at each of the upper twostoriesj i tis likely that
the building has aninterior firewall at itscenter, extending perpendicular toPark Street
and dividing the structure into two equal halves.

The facade (east elevation) is symretrical, containing storefronts at thefirst story and
identical groupings of windows at the upper stories. At thecenter of the first story

are twoidentical entries set oneither side of the interior fire wallj each entry contains
atall, two-pane transom beneath which is a single, panelled door. Flanking thesetwo
entries aretwoidentical store fronts, each has a recessed center entry of double doors
with panel |l ed bases surnounted by a two-pane transom Flanking these entries are floor-tO"
ceiling plate glass display w ndows nade up of two panes on each side of the entry recess
and four panes facing the street on each side of the entry. Additional cross-bars have
been pl aced over portions of the plate glass. Access tofirst story entries is gained from
3 sets of cast concrete stairs which appear t ohave been added in the second quarter of

the twentieth century. Separating the store fronts fromthe upper stories i s awooden

com ce supported by three brackets. The upper two stories each contain eight w ndows
which areevenly spaced except for the center twowhich areclosely set. All facade w ndow
arches are nade of tworows of headers which project slightly fromthe wall plane and

whi ch extends from springer tospringer. Immediately above thethird story w ndows, a
change of brick color may indicate that the roof of the building has been raised slightly
or that sone former decorative sheathing has been removed. The com ce is nade of wood
and consists of vertical-board sheathing to which jig-saw cut omament, paired brackets

and large single end and center brackets have been applied.

Side elevations (south andnorth) areasymetrical andundecorated. Both elevations
decrease in height toward their westem ends, reflecting the declining slope of the roof
and the rising slope of the ground level. First story wi ndows on both elevations consist
of two-pane lights set i nlow, arched surrounds. Second andthird story w ndows are
identical tothose of the facade, but wthout decorative trim Attic w ndows consist of
one-pane lights set in small, arched surrounds.

The rear (west) elevation is asymetrical, andis partially enclosed by woodframe porches
with no decorative trim  Because of the sloping site, what appear as the first and second
stories of the west elevation areactually the building's second andthird stories.

Al'terations tothe block areexceptionally few consisting of the addition of concrete stairs
(facade), sone additional glazing bars (facade storefronts) and the blocking of several
lights onthe storefronts' doors. | f the blocks's height has been increased by the addition
of one-half story (nodocunmentary evidence has been found), itis likely to have occurred
around the t umof the century, based on the appearance of details onthe building's attic



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law . science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature . sculpture
1600-1699 X_ architecture education military . social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
J[_ 1800-1899 X commerce exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- communications industry politics/government . transportation
invention . other (specify)
Specific dates Na. 1880-1889 Builder/Architect Unhknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Barrett Block possesses integrity of location, design, materials and workmanship

and as one of the earliest and |east altered exanples of commercial design i n Adans,
meets criterion Cof the NRHP. The building's exact construction date is currently un-
known, however, i tis listed inthe tow's first directory of 1889-1890. (nhe of the
first brick blocks tobe built on Park Street, the Barrett Block's original design with
its first story commercial space and apartments at the upper floors reflects the gradual
change i nlocal comercial architecture which occurred inthe1880s and 1890s as Park
Street changed froma residential t omostly comrercial district. The building's brick
wi ndow hoods, decorative brickwork, plate-glass store fronts and bracketed wooden com ce
are al | characteristic andwell-preserved elenents of the structure's lateltalianate
style design. The building's original ower, Patrick J. Barrett, a mason, occupiedt he
Bl ock both as a residence and as a place of business. The Block's storefronts were
originally rented toOH Bliss, adry goods nerchant, andt oT.D Brown 8§ Go., grocers.
At present, the Block remains nearly unaltered fromitsoriginal design and serves as
the best local exanple of Italianatestyle comercial architecture.



9. Major Bibliographical References
Town Atlases of 1876, 1894 and 1904; Town Directoriesaffer 1889.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property « 25 acres
Quadrangle name Windsor, Mass. fr Quadrangle scale 1:24000

UMT References

AT118 1 1615141110101 141712]0(5i0]|0]

Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cl_i DLL Il eleellolo]esl
J L J oL F JL J L
LLJ. J oL Ho 4 LoJ—L

Verbal boundary description and justification
The nom nated property includes only the | ot onwhich the Barrett Block stands; this lot i s
described i nBerkshire County North Registry of Deeds, Record Book 661, p. 218

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state \A code county code

1

State code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with Brian Pfeiffer, ACT for Massachusetts

organization Massachusetts Historical Commisson date January 198l
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston, state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

, Executive Director . ..
title  Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion date

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included inthe National Register

N

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registratfoi

GPO 938 835
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
mini m | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAELJOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 17, 1982

Ms. Carol Shull s * -
Acting Keeper

National Register Division
National Park Service

US Dept. of thelnterior
Washington, DC 20240

.—, L] ' L] ‘” .: W,W\ ik ; I . ' L] i ' -‘ N

Dear Ms. Shull: -

Enclosed youwill find thefollowing National Register nom nation fornms;

dans: Arnory Block (local)

I Adans: Barrett Block (local) . A
Adans: Berkshire Mill #1 (local - DIE 6/81) .
Adans: Jones Block (local)

Adans: Mausert Block (local) .

Adans: Pittsfield & North Adans Passenger Station and Baggage and
Express House (local)

dans: Sinmons Bl ock Clocal) -

Lawr ence: Anerican Wool enMi |l Housing District (local)

Mel rose: Town Center Historic District (local)

Milton: Belcher-Rowe House (local)

Needham Davls-Tslilis House (.local) y

Needham Joshua Lewi s House (local) N

Needham Townsend House Clocal)

Peabody: Nathaniel Felton Houses Clocal)

Stockbridge: G endale Power Station Clocal) 5
Stockbridge: Wieatleigh Cstate) 1
Webster: Main Street Historic District (local-DOE) N

Westfield: Octagon House (local)
Weynmout h: O d South Union Church (local)
j.lee e LLE

Al'l were voted eligible by theState Review Board at their meeting on
2/ 10/ 82 and have been signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. f
Comrents by owners and other interested parties areattached. Oaners
and chief elected officials were notified of pending Review Board
consideration on Decenber 23, 1981.

Sincerely,

Candace Jepkir
RegistratioBrt)irector



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

« STATE MASSACHUSES
- Date Entered APRIL 1, r;ei2

Name Location
| Barrett, P. J.. Block Adans
Berkshire County
Berkshire Mill No. 1 Adans
Berkshire County
Jones Bl ock Adans
Berkshire County
Pittsfield and North Adans Passenger Adans
Station and Baggage & Express ;
House Berkshire County
Notified
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy , , , ,
Honor abl e Paul “E Tsongas s::t epg't ff (c)|r ;CLPrS\Zg{g%L?n Officer
Honorabl e Silvio 0. Conte Executive Director, Massachusetts
M d- Atlantic Regional Office, N°S 292' \s/\;o;]! calt Corértn SS; on
North Atlantic Regional Office, N°S S ngton ree
: Boston, Massachusetts 02108

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-3504



