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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

This irregularly shaped frame building has two and one half stories 
and sits on a random ashlar foundation. Its heavy roof is broken 
into several steep gables vand covered with patterned gray and red 
slate. A hip-roofed tower which is the locus of the center hall 
and stairway is fronted by a seven-sided porch with wood columns 
and flat pointed wood arches in between.

The exterior of the house is flush horizontal boarding which is 
painted a light pink brown. The trim which consists of brackets, 
elaborate wooden arches in the gables, the wooden supports for 
the porch:in the front and a stoop in the back, balcony railings 
over projecting bays and the framing of the windows is painted 
a much darker brown.

Despite the irregularities of the exterior, the floor plan is 
fundamentally rectangular, running east-west and having an entrance 
hallway in the west end. There are two stairways; one in the back 
and a larger U shaped stairway with open string stairs, square 
paneled newel posts, a moulded handrail and turned balusters, three 
per step. The flooring is oak throughout. The dining room is 
paneled in walnut and has a simulated beamed ceiling. The fireplace 
in this room is faced with a tile mural which suggests a Dutdh 
landscape. There are less elaborate fireplaces in the living room 
and a second floor bedroom. The first floor has seven rooms, the 
second five, and there is one third floor room in the tower.

There is a large barn and carriage shed at the southeast corner 
of the lot. This is an L^shaped building with a leanto now 
enclosed to ma&e a garage. It has steep gable roofs and pierced 
barge boards with a diamond pattern. Its color and that of the 
trim are the same as the house.

Known changes in the house since its construction around 1870 
are the enclosing of the barn leanto, changes in the organization 
of the kitchen space and the replacement of a window on the 
south side of the house to permit some modernization of the kitchen.
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This house is important because it is che,racteristic of 
domestic building of the 1870 ! s when High Victorian Gothic 
was the prevailing fashion in architecture. The vertical 
proportions, irregular shape,and polychrome exterior combine 
to enforce an effect of calculated restlessness. Other 
aspects of the building which make it a paradigm of High 
Victorian taste are the complex roofline with its many 
gablets and dormers and the solidity and structural relevance 
of its trim whic'h contrasts with the delicacy of earlier 
Gothic ornamentation.

The original owner was probably Colonel Charles A. Converse 
who with his wife lived in the house for many years. Colonel 
Converse gave the Converse Art Gallery, home of the Norwich 
Art School, to the Norwich Free Academy in 1906»

^ xs V1

%arcus Whiff en in his book American Architecture since 
1780 uses the photograph of the Converse House from the HABS 
Survey as an example of High Victorian Gothic,
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Converse House and Barn (house), New
London County, Norwich. Jack E.

Bouchcr for HABS (Library of Congress)

Bronson Windmill, Fairfield County, Fairfield. Fairfield 
Historic District Commission


