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I DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

J J E X C E L L E N T —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE 

_ G 0 O D —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Jonathan Brooks House i s located at the junction of High Street and Woburn 
Street, facing Judkins Square. B u i l t c. 1781-91, i t i s one of the oldest houses 
i n the area and was part of the eighteenth and nineteenth century r u r a l area which 
grew up west of the larger settlement at Medford Square. 

The house, a 2h story structure with a gambrel roof, i s covered with gold/brown 
wooden shingles on the facade and north and west elevations, ( o r i g i n a l l y added i n 
the mid-nineteenth century) and with aluminum siding of the same color on the south 
elevation. The steeply pitched gambrel roof i s covered with asphalt shingles 
and has three shed dormers symmetrically placed on the roof facade. The house 
rests on a stone and brick foundation, covered with stucco. 

The facade i s f i v e bays wide, with regular fenestration and 6/6 windows behind 
modern storm windows. A one bay enclosed central entrance porch has a gable facing 
the street. The fro n t door i s flanked by p i l a s t e r s and topped by four modern 
bul l ' s eye l i g h t s . 

The i n t e r i o r of the house retains many of i t s o r i g i n a l features, including the 
raised panel walls i n two of the second f l o o r bedrooms and i n the f i r s t f l o o r 
room i n the southwest e l l . There are many o r i g i n a l six panel doors, some brass 
hardward, and the o r i g i n a l window seats i n the northeast parlor. 

The house has two e l l s ; a I h story structure set on a foundation of stuccoed stone 
to the southwest, and a 1 story shed attached at a f o r t y - f i v e degree angle to the 
northwest comer of the main structure. The structure and detai l s indicate that 
i t may have served as a passage to a connecting barn or other out building, since 
demolished. 

Alterations to the house i n the early nineteenth century include a number of panel 
doors i n the southeast parlor, the rebuilding of two kitchen fireplaces i n the e l l s , 
and the addition of two Federal mantels i n the f r o n t parlors. Both mantels are 
decorated with stucco garland and swags and reeded moldings. 

There i s some evidence that the south wall of the house was the facade of a 1 or 
I h story central chimney cottage b u i l t i n the late seventeenth or early eighteenth 
century. The framing of the south side, the evidence of an early large kitchen 
fireplace i n the southwest e l l and the excessive width of the south chimney, with 
i t s stone base half supported by brick piers, give credence to t h i s theory. The 
brick piers probably replaced half of the stone base when the present house was 
constructed, to match the other chimney set on a brick arch. The south elevation 
i s now covered with aluminium to protect the o r i g i n a l f a b r i c underneath, which 
was being destroyed by p o l l u t i o n caused by i t s close proximity to the street. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Jonathan Brooks House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the few remaining eighteenth 
century houses i n Medford, and for i t s long association with the Brooks family, 
who dominated Medford history throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
The house was somewhat altered i n the mid-nineteenth century but retains most of 
i t s o r i g i n a l f a b r i c , both exterior and i n t e r i o r , though the former i s now covered. 

Various lo c a l sources assign dates as early as 1692 to the oldest part of the 
house, though t h i s has not been v e r i f i e d . I t i s known that i n 1768 when Jonathan 
Bradshaw, Jr., sold the p-roperty to Jonathan Patten, a "Frame covered with Boards" 
b u i l t by Bradshaw, stood on the property. This frame stood on the s i t e of the south 
side and southwest e l l of the present house. In 1781 Patten sold the property 
to Thomas Brooks I I I . Between 1781 and 1791 Thomas Brooks I I I sold the property 
to Thomas Brooks, Jr. , who i n t u r n , sold i t to his son, Jonathan, i n 1791. The 
1791 deed s p e c i f i c a l l y mentions a house and barn on the land, suggesting that the 
house, as i t now stands, was b u i l t between 1781 and 1791, onto the existing cottage. 

Jonathan Brooks was a member of the wealthy Brooks family, who owned most of 
West Medford i n the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Jonathan owned a tanning 
yard near High and Canal Streets u n t i l his marriage i n 1791 to Elizabeth Albree. 
After his marriage he moved his tannery to Whitman Road, where his wife's brothers, 
John and Samuel Albree, had run a tanning yard since the 1780's. Brooks kept his 
business at t h i s location u n t i l 1837 when he sold both his house and the "Tanyard 
Place" to his son Charles. Jonathan continued to l i v e i n the house u n t i l his 
death i n 1847, even though i t belonged to his son. 

Because of the house's location and i t s associations with the Brooks family, and 
especial.ly with Charles Brooks, a loc a l h i s t o r i a n and educational reformer, the 
Jonathan Brooks House i s a well known landmark i n Medford. I n the mid-nineteenth 
century, i t was i l l u s t r a t e d i n the History of Medford, published i n 1855 and 
again i n 1886. The house i s s t i l l owned and occupied by members of the Brooks 
family and has not passed out of the family since i t was purchased by Thomas 
Brooks I I I i n 1781. 
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Stat* Hl«t«rtc fr«®«!rvat:,ioa csfficor 

ri««sae^Lusetti> iiiatoricaJ. coiami»aloa 

&oatm, jHAMMMlMMWtttt 02108 

PR MMott/row 6/26/75 

I N T : 2 9 5 0 - 7 6 



VNR Data S 
./A 

NAME 

Iieet 

AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Brooks, Jonathan, House 

OTHER KAĴ XS: 
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