Form No 10-300 IRev, 10-74)

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER'IO'R
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF ffISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY --NOMINATION FORM

DNA SHET

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED Jtjli

SEE INSTRUCTIONS INHOWTO COMPLETENAT/ONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

|NAME

HISTORIC

Jonat han/ Brooks House
AND/OR COMMON

same

LOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

2 Woburn Street

CITY, TOWN
Medford VICINITY OF
STATE CODE
Massachusetts 025
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
_DISTRICT —PUBLIC X_OCCUPIED
X-BUILDING(S) X_PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE
—OBJECT _IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED

—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED

X_NO
OWNER OF PROPERTY

El eam\?E L. Brooks
STREET & NUMBER

2 Woburn Street
CITY, TOWN

Medford VICINITY OF
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE,

REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC

STREET & NUMBER

208 Canbridge Street

CITY, TOWN
Caxtibridge

[1REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

7th
COUNTY CODE
Middlesex 017
PRESENT USE
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—COMMERCIAL —PARK
—EDUCATIONAL iEpRIVATE RESIDENCE
—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—MILITARY —OTHER:

STATE
Massachusetts 02155

M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds

STATE
Massachusetts

TITLE

Inventory of theHistoric Assets of t he Coomonweal th; HABS \
DATE

1974 JIFEDERAL X_STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR ) ) ) ) ) )
SREY KIS Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion; National Park Service
aTt, TOW STATE

Bost on, Massachusetts Washi ngton, DC



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
JIEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
_GoOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jonat han Brooks House i slocated at thejunction of High Street and Wburn
Street, facing Judkins Square. Built c. 1781-91, i t i sone of t heoldest houses
in thearea and was part of t heeighteenth and nineteenth century rural area which
grew up west of thelarger settlement at Medford Square.

The house, a 2h story structure with a ganbrel roof, i scovered with gold/brown
wooden shingles on t hefacade and north and west elevations, (originally addedi n
the m d-nineteenth century) and with alum num siding of t hesane color onthesouth
el evation. The steeply pitched ganbrel roof i scovered with asphalt shingles

and has three shed dormers symmetrically placed on t heroof facade. The house
rests on a stone and brick foundation, covered with stucco.

The facade i sfive bays wide, with regular fenestration and 6/6 w ndows behind
nodern storm wi ndows. A one bay encl osed central entrance porch has a gable facing
the street. The front door i sflanked by pilasters and topped by four nodern
bull's eye lights.

The interior of thehouse retains many of itsoriginal features, includingthe
raised panel walls i ntwo of thesecond floor bedrooms and i nthefirst floor
roomi nt he southwest ell. There aremany original six panel doors, some brass
hardward, and the original wi ndow seats i nt henortheast parlor.

The house has twoells; a Ih story structure set on a foundation of stuccoed stone
to thesouthwest, and a 1 story shed attached at a forty-five degree angle to the
northwest comer of themain structure. The structure and details indicate that

it may have served as a passage t o a connecting barn or other out building, since
demol i shed.

Alterations tothehouse i ntheearly nineteenth century include a nunber of panel
doors i nt hesoutheast parlor, therebuilding of two kitchen fireplaces i ntheells,
and t headdition of two Federal mantels i nthefront parlors. Both mantels are
decorated with stucco garland and swags and reeded mol di ngs.

There i s sone evidence that t hesouth wall of t hehouse was t hefacade of a 1or
Ih story central chimey cottage built i nthelate seventeenth or early eighteenth
century. The framng of thesouth side, theevidence of an early large kitchen
fireplace i nthesouthwest el | and t heexcessive width of t hesouth chimey, with
its stone base half supported by brick piers, give credence tothis theory. The
brick piers probably replaced half of the stone base when the present house was
constructed, tomatch theother chimmey seton abrick arch. The south elevation
is now covered with alumniumtoprotect theoriginal fabric underneath, which

was being destroyed by pollution caused by its close proximty tothestreet.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jonat han Brooks House i ssignificant as one of thefewremining eighteenth
century houses i nMedford, and for its long association with t heBrooks famly,
who dom nated Medford history throughout t heeighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
The house was sonewhat altered i nthem d-nineteenth century but retains nost of
its original fabric, both exterior and interior, though theformer i snow covered.

Various local sources assign dates as early as 1692 t ot heoldest part of the
house, though this has not been verified. It i s known that i n1768 when Jonat han
Bradshaw, Jr., sold thep-roperty t oJonathan Patten, a "Frane covered with Boards"
built by Bradshaw, stood on the property. This frame stood onthesite of thesouth
side and southwest ell of thepresent house. |1 nl1781Patten sold the property

to Thomas Brooks |11. Between 1781 and 1791 Thormas Brooks 11 sold theproperty

to Thomas Brooks, Jr. , who in turn, sold it tohis son, Jonathan, i n1791. The
1791 deed specifically mentions a house and barn on t heland, suggesting that t he
house, as it now stands, was built between 1781 and 1791, onto t heexisting cottage.

Jonat han Brooks was a nenber of t hewealthy Brooks family, who owned nost of

West Medford i nt heeighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Jonathan owned a tanning
yard near High and Canal Streets until his marriage i n1791t oElizabeth Al bree.
After his marriage he noved his tannery t oWhitnan Road, where his wife's brothers,
John and Sanuel Al bree, had runa tanning yard since t hel780's. Brooks kept hi s
business at this location until 1837 when he sold both his house and t he "Tanyard
Place" tohis son Charles. Jonathan continued tolive i nthehouse until his
death i n1847, even though it belonged t ohis son.

Because of t hehouse's location and its associations with theBrooks famly, and
especial.ly with Charles Brooks, a local historian and educational reformer, the
Jonat han Brooks House i sa well known | andmark in Medford. | nthe md-nineteenth
century, it was illustrated i ntheHistory of Medford, published i n1855 and
again i n1886. The house i sstill owned and occupi ed by menbers of t he Brooks
fam |y and has not passed out of thefamly since it was purchased by Thomas
Brooks 11 in 1781.
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