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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a one and a half story frame dwelling, Early
American style architecture, with a gable roof and a square
columned porch across the front. Three dormer windows on
front light the second half story. Before relocation, it
sat on a hill two miles west of the center of Tallahassee,
surrounded by great oaks and magnolias. It was on a 500
acre plantation acqulred from Mrs. Murat's sister,

Mrs. Samuel Duval, in satisfaction of a debt. Prlncesﬁ/Murat,
the wife of Prlnce Archille Murat, who was the nephew of
Napoleon Bonaparte, filled the house with elegant fine china,
crystal and linen. She entertained here frequently and lived
here until her death in 1867.

Some of the original landscape plantings were still
evident at the original site and will be duplicated at the
new location.

The house was moved from its original site on Jackson
Bluff Road, west of Tallahassee, to a site adjacent to the
Tallahassee Junior Museum, or Big Bend Pioneer Farm in 1967.
It is being carefully restored by the Tallahassee Heritage
Foundation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant because of the individuals
associated with it. Prince Archille Myrat, nephew of
Napoleon Bonaparte, was the son of Joachim Murat and
Napoleon's youngest sister, Caroline. His father and
mother were proclaimed King and Queen of Naples by
Napoleon for his father's military service as a general.
Prince Murat came to America to live with his Uncle Joseph,
Napoleon's brother, in New Jersey. He made his way to
Florida first settling in St. Augustine then to Tallahassee
where he married a great-grand niece of George Washington,
Catherine Daingerfield Willis. They had a plantation home
called "Lipona" near Wacissa in Jefferson County, where
they entertained the most prominent personages in the
territory. After the Prince's death in 147, the Princess
"Kate" acquired the 500 acre plantation and home from her
sister and named it Bellevue after a hotel in Belgium where
she and the Prince spent many happy months. She was active
in behalf of the Confederacy during the Civil War. Her
slaves were so devoted they refused to leave her even after
the war. Shortly before her death in 1890, whe was awarded
a small income by the French government.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation ACt of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
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O

Title _State Liaison Officer

pate December 18,
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National Register.
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Date
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BELLEVUE J{con't.)

piers, one per column on front and rear elevations. The whole
structure is a striving for symmetry and simplicity and a fine
example of the transition from Creole cottage to simple Classical

detailing.

J. Rodney Little

Historic Preservationist

Division of Archives, History
and Records Management

Department of State, The Capitol

Tallahassee, Florida 32304
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and utilized as a house museum, the Murat House is open and
accessible to the public during regular visiting hours.
Restoration of the building is complete and was accurately
executed in every detail. Necessary research and careful
planning and supervision produced one of the finest and most
accurate restorations in Florida. As it presently exists and
originally appeared, the building is typical of the central hall,
double pen, Creole-type of house which is occassionally seen in
North Florida (west of Pensacola). It is a type of house which
was brought into Florida via the Gulf coast and emerged into
the Classic Revival style frequently seen in the rural panhandle.
The Murat house, with its incised porches front and rear, is a
particularly fine example of the style and can easily be compared
with such buildings as the LaValle House in Pensacola, although
its date is slightly later. The house is two-stories with pitched
roof and external brick chimneys. The roof extends to cover the
porches with no pent employed as in later, similar house types.
Plain square columns, frieze and cornice characterize the five-
bay porch with entry in the central bay and one 6/6 double-hung
sash window per bay. In all cases, the simplest surrounds and
exterior details are employed. There are four sash windows per
elevation on the north and south sides of the house flanking the
chimney. Porches, front and rear, are identical in size and
detail. Exterior siding is horizontal and lapped on side elevations

and laid flush within the porch area. The house rests on brick



