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Fonn 10-300 
(July 1969) 

COMMON ' 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

TRAPNALL HALL 
ANDI OR HISTORIC' 

itol Avenue 

Little Rock 
STATE 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District XJ Bui I ding 0 Public 

0 Site 0 Structure 5a Private 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 

Park 

Pri vale Residence 

Religious 

of Little Rock 

itol Avenue 

Arkansas History Commission 
MBER: 

Fli:..t:st State C 300 West Markham 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

STATE: 

Arkansas 
COUNTY ' 

£a Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 Preservation w 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

JK] Other (Specify) 

Historic 

Little Rock Arkansas 

Yes: 

Restricted 

Unrestricted 

No 

0 Comments 

() 
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c 
z 
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0 Good [5l Exce I lent 
CONDITION 

0 Foir 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

(Check One) 

:£J Altered 0 Unaltered 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved 0 Origir.al Site 

T The Frederic Trapnall House is a ~storey, five 
bay main struc ture with one side wing plus a tfiree bay 
portico cent~~ed on the main structure with a closed-
in shed - roofed extension across the rear of the main 
structure and across the rear of the side wing ; Origin­
ally the house had only an open rear "piazza", as it 
was called in 1843, across the rear of the main house 
and connecting the corner of the side wing . A separate 
kitchen building was located directly behind this side 
wing . 

The main house roof is and was originally a hip 
roof with a pediment over the front portico and a simple 
gable roof, connecting to the main hip roof covering the 
side wing. The roof is presently covered with b~ ack 
asphalt shingles , however, originally the house had 
wood shingles . The house has all five original chimneys 
pno jecting through the roof - four on the main house 
and one on the side wing. 

The exterior walls of the house are solid brick , 
three brick thick .and the interior walls on either side 
of the center hall are also solid brick . 

In the center ~f the f~ont portico pediment is a 
half round louver that replaces the original half e~liplical 
wingow . Two windows under the front portico, one on 
eithef si?~ ef the main entrance, have wood panels that 
extend the opening to the floor with long louvered shutters 
extending to the floor also . The other two windows on 
the front of the house, one on elther side of the portico, 
are of equal length except without the wood panels and 
the louver shutters are the length of the windows only . 
Matc hing these windows are four others on the west s i de 
of the house, three others on the east side of the house 
and two others on the north ·side of the side wing . Or­
iginally, however, this side wing had only one window 
facing north . The other opening was a door with a small 
porch over the doorway . The main front entrance has a 
pair of paneled l doors with side lights and transom. 
This door is exactly matched in the rear with an i~~\~~I 
pair of doors with side lights and transom. Se 
windows of various sizes are located in the clos 
rear addition to the house . Originally this re 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER ··OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY· NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Pulaski 

7 . Description Continued: 

was only the open rear porch and it is probable that four 
windows, two on either side of the rear center doorway, 
were originally opening onto this porch . Except for the 
side wing that was the original dining room, the main 
house was perfectly symmetrical . 

From the center hall are four main doorways, one into 
each of the four original rooms, two on either side of the 
center hall . These doorways are double and extend to the 
same height as the windows in the house which are exactly 
the same height as the top of the transom over the front 
and rear center doors. The two rooms on the west side 
of the house are now used as parlors but were originally 
the bedrooms and both have their original woodwork and 
mantels still in place . There is a connecting sliding 
door between these two rooms that is not original . How ­
ever, en the east side of the house is a large assembly 
room that was originally the double parlors . The wall 
between the parlors has been completely removed, however, 
part of the woodwork in these two rooms is original, some 
having been replaced during the 1963 restoration and re­
habilitation of the house . The mantels in this room are 
quite old but are probably not the original mantels . Wide 
cypress board floors that are original are now covered 
with narrow hardwood flooring . The center hall has a 
wain-scot molding with the wall painted below and a pattern 
wallpaper above ahd a painted ceiling and crown mold . 
The other rooms are painted throughout with a simple crown 
mold in all . The present office in the wing was the 
original dining room and it has most of its original wood­
work and mantel with the exception of the original 
cupboard and the trim surrounding the one window that 
has been installed in place of the original door . There 
was at least one other window . on the east side of this 
room but it has now been closed . 

win 

woodwork is basically simple and yet 
proportioned and well suited to the 
verall house . It is not, however, 
·nterior windows have panels under the 

the floor that are similar to the 

GPO 921-724 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE 

Arkansas 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY 

Pulaski 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Continuation Sheet) 

(Number all entries) 

7. Description Continued: 

panels on the exterior of the windows on either side of 
the front center entrance . All doors and windows have 
simple architraves with corner blocks . All of the doors 
a..r,e ,:o. paneled . 

DATE 

The two parlors that were originally bedrooms have 
twisted, fluted, flowered, bronze, gas chandeliers now con­
verted to electricity in each . These two ~bandeliers 
were found in the attic during tQe. ~63 restoration of 
the house and were probBbly installed originally in the 
1870's . Two crystal chandeliers in the assembly room 
and the crystal chandelier in the center hall were pur­
chased in New Orleans and installed in the house in the 
1930's . 

GP'O 92'T-724 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre- Columbian I 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

txJ 19th Century 

0 20th Century 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A bar iginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric ,0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 
'0 ' '- I 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

00 Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

TATEMENT OF siGNIFICANc;:.E 

Construc tion was begun 
shortley after the property 
W. Trapnall. 

Q9 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Religion/ Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

l~sophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia 1/Humon-

itorian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

on Traphall Hall in 1843, 
was purchased by Frederic --

Trapnall Hall is a simple Greek RevLval style one­
~rey hQuse. Its signifioan~l1es in it proportions 
and the simple but extremely elegant detailing. All of 
the door and window openings come to exactly the same 
height above the floor and each are trimmed on the in­
side with matching architraves with corner blocks. Each 
window opening has a recess to the floor with the area 
under · .. the window itself beautifully paneled to match 
the paneling of the doors. The cente>r hall· with its 10 
foot high double doors openi~g qne int~ _ each of the four 
main rooms exactly opposite the original wood burnrnng 
fireplaces s ituated on the _outside walls is perf~ctly 
sy~etrical and therefore exceptionally elegant. The 
center hall is 14 feet wide with 14 foot ceilings . Each 
of the four original rooms are exactly 20 f~et - square 
with 14 foot ceilings . The original din~ng room measures 
18 by 19 feet with a 14 foot ceiling . All of the original 
windows are 4 feet wide and 7 feet high. Although some 
alterations have been made to Trapnall Hall for present 
day use, it has lost none of its original proportions 
or the impress ion given by the simple but elegant de­
tailing, and the house is truly an Antebellum showplace . 

Frederic Traphall was born near Harrodsburg, Mercer 
County, Kentucky, on May 23, 1807, the son of Dr . Phillip 
and Nancy Trapnall. He was educated and admitted to 
the bar in his native s tate and practiced law for a 
while at Bp~ingfield, n November 1, 1836 he 



Hallum, John, Biographical and Pictorial History of Arkansas . 
Albany : Weed, Parsons and Company, 1887 . ~ 

Pulaski County Probate Court . The Will of Frederic W. 
Trapnall . 

Pulaski County Probate Court . The Inventory of the Estate of 
Frederic W. Trapnall . 

Ross, Marg~et, "Trapnall Hall, Antebellum Showplace , " 
Pulaski County Reviewer , Vol . III, No . 1 . ( Deq:.~.Ji!lb~r:,J :119 55) , 
59 - 62. 

STATE: 

STATE: 

STATE: 

NAME AND TITLE : 

John V. Robinson Architectural Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Pr 72 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

1023 West Third . 
CITY OR TOWN: 

' : 

' As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Ret?;ister and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

. I · _ I: j · -

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State rn Local 0 
~ • ·• j 

;;::7"//_g:~ _,(~4_;_ 
~am~am E. Henderson 

Date APR 
ATTEST: 

Titk State Liaison Officer 

Date 11-2 7-7 2 
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(Number all entries) 

8 . Significance Continued : 

married Martha Frances Co 
on the bride ' s sixteenth 
married the young couple c 
at Little Rock . 

Frederic Trapnall was one o popular lawyers 
oi_his time. Had he not died at the age of 46 he probably 
would have become one of the political leaders of Arkansas . 
He was active in the Whig Party and some of the meetings 
of that par y were held at Trapnall Hall . Trapnall died 
at Monticello, Arkansas on Ju~y 4, 1853 while campaigning 
for Congress . In his campaign he had enlisted the aid 
of Albert Pike and, in Hallum ' s "Biographical and Pictorial 
History of Arkansas" we find this sentence written by Pike 
concerni ng the candidate : · "Frederic W. Trapnall , in appear ­
ance every inch a nobleman, of bright , keen, quick, intell­
ect, gracefully eloquent, whose proper place was in the 
halls of Congress . 11 Mrs . Trapnall died at Grand Lake 
in Chicot County on December 22, 1861 . Their only son , 
Richard Philip, died in infancy on July 9 , 1841 . Their 
only surviving daught-er , Mary Ringo Trapnall, who was born 
at Trapnall Hall on May 7, 1852, died on August 27, 1863 . 
All of these Trapnalls are buried at Mt . Holly Cemetery . ' 
The ~rapnall family was connected by marriage to several 
of the most illustrious Arkansas families . Mrs . Trapnall~s . 
sister was Mary Ann Cocke, who married Daniel Ringo, first 
Chief Justice of the Arkansas Supreme Court. The Trapnall 
family is burried in half of a large plot at Mt . Holly , 
and Daniel Ringo and his family are buried in the other 
half . 

Trapnall ' s younger brother, Phil ip, who was a junior 
partner in the law firm of Trapnall and Cocke, married 
Sallie Faulkner, the eldest daughter of Col. Sandford C. 
Faulkner who originated t1TA.e Arkansas Traveler. 11 

Mrs . Trapnall ' s brother was John W. Cocke, who married 
Elizabeth Pope, daughter of Governor John Pope . 

GPO 921-724 
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S T A T E 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Pulaski 

ENTRY NUMBER 

The city block of whice Trapnal l Hal l stands i n 
uni que in that i t is the only block whi ch has never been 
given a number designation , as have the other blocks in 
the Ci ty of Little Rock . Town plats g i ve i t no number , 
and its l egal description as shown in records t oday i s 
s i mply "Trapnal ls Block ." Thougl:) none of Trapnal l ' s 
children l i ved to carry on his name i t continues to be 
used today by both the house and the unusual block des ­
ignation . 
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FO'RM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photogra ph) 

STATE 

Arkans as 
COUNTY 

North front or main facade of house . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries -attach to or enclose with photograph) 

STATE 

Arkans a s 
COUNTY 

Center hall looking into present southwe s t parlor • 
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

STREET AND NUMBER : 
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CITY OR TOWN: 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Pulaski 
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ARKAN SAS 

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRA~H lC) 
NS/~ ALEXA:"DER 15' QUADRANGLE 

92°15' 

--r:-,.,-~;::...,....~:;r-r:T~~==+-~~:=:-:=:::-r7.00;:;;-;;--i ---..l.-----=-~----,-:__--------, 34°45' 



- - - .••••• ·-· ''-' I 11 '-J I '-...1'1 II-._;' I llL\..J Lil Vt-\ I I V I\J IMU\.:1H AI 
1023 WEST THI RD STREET 

February 22, 1973 

Mr. Jerry Rogers 
Chief of Registration 
National Register 
National Parks Service 
Washington , Q.C~ - 20240 

Dear Mr . Rogers : 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 722 01 501 374 - 0375 

The Arkansas State Review Committee has asked us to verify 
that the following nominations are in your possesion and are 
curre ntly ~nder conside ration by the National _Regi s t er Staff. 

Nomination County Date Submitted to 
the National Re gister 

1. Loui s i a n a Purchase 
Survey Marker Monroe 7-12-71 

2 . Washington County 
Courthouse Washington 7-12- 71 

3. Jacob ltJo l f House Baxter 10-16-7 2 

.4 . River Fron t Hotel Sebastian 10-16-72 

5. Tra pna ll Hall Pulaski 12-27-:72 

6. Old Randolph County 
Courthouse !'Randolph 12-27-72 



...) ,)"""' . -- ' ... !VIr . .Jerry Rogers - 2- February 22, 1973 

In order to keep our record s current and readily available 
for reference by the State Review Committee , we would appreciate 
your responding by letter or memo concerning the se properties. 
The State Review Committee is particul arly concerne d about the 
two nominations s ubmitted in July of 1971. If t h ey h ave been 
mispl aced or for any reason you did not receive · them please 
no t ify us at once and we will immediately mai l additional copies . 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter . 

Sincerely , 

Gene Richardson 
Arkansas Histor ic 
Preservation Program 

FER :bjf 



J<r. Gene i~ic!:o.rd~Zon 
Artau.zas hic:t•:}ric l~ rf;::::crvation l'r.op:~l:tt 

1:;23 Hest '.til:i.rd. Stre(~t 

Little l~ock f..rkcnsas 722(U 

At y(>ur rc~'1uGr- t., Ye have ct.ee:..C.otl CiO t:lw status of the !:ix 1.,ropert:!'.ee 
t<;hic.h you llr-.::ntioned in your lett~r of l"cb~..:;ary 22. The t't:o prope r­
ties llbot t wi:ich the revie<l col!'1:1ittN: t'it.ts pc;rticulat'l}' conct"!'tt'l.ed. th~ 

l.~Jtr:tsi;wu l'l:rc~·,£l.sc ·-)utV<<f :~ar;,~t <<n~ t he '-~a:, 1•i:!"': ton County Cot!rtl10Uf.;~-:£~ 

t~c~l.\?. ilotH cxd:crt:.d in tn>.:: l-;atitm.al .· ·::-EJ.5 t •:. r 01: i:e:0rttnry 23, 1'17~~ . YL.;! 
otJ;cr fottt' fJ70tJe rt.ino 11 ,J:;cot holfr:; ~loud~ , !tl.Vet' Front hott:·l, Trapn e;ll 
l;;ull& ttnd -..lld 1? . .:tt>dolp~.: L"'1.u1t:r Cotlrt:.•.'i.IS.•t-.:- 11 ar~ :;t:l.ll j<:.ncUro.L:• 

l.f some cn;f!!'G:;ncy .nri::;,~s 1.n comwf:tiot't ~;i th c-:;w of thes~ builrlinrs, '•'?. 

·~,ill !:.c h.<i~lny to t;xr;ecli.t£! t1H:: r.t~Vi~'.!1·r c:t t1~e n.or~ir:.n.tion. i\.C t.;~~ hnvr­
J..in.it.ccl sL ... Zf and (,ave\ ~ cout~l•.mal •• fhtx of uor:inl-lt :lons ·t.r:,-: normal 
r . .:vinJ{ Il ro cr<::H~ usually t~Les :~uv<.n:-.al !':(.Hl tit a .. ;;;:, op;n;c.,cia tc ycur pt:.tii"Zr.c2 . 

cc: 

. ' t ~ ')'V.<-t ,) 

c;-,;1rl c::: A. H::!rrinp. ton 
c' :2 (: r. i-.~v1.<::·.',· l.:c.i t 
Hatie>lu."tl rc~..:.stcr 

Hr .. h'1lli.an E. llendersonf Arl.ansas Department of Parks & Tourh•m, State 
Ct:tpltol -r.ooc. 14;;, Little Rock, /' .. rk::m.r:as 72201 -r.v/cy inc · 

Director, Soutlreest Region w/cy inc 
LI - Mr. l·Jinge 
PiiR - w/ cy inc 
CSHULL:so-p 3/6/73 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PHR 
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Hr . \.1illiam E. Heudcrson 
Director 

MAR 3 o~ 1973 

Arkansas Department of Parks and 
Tourism 

State Capitol - Room 149 
Little Rock , Arkansas 72201 

D.ear Hr. Henderson : 

In response to your request for the status of six nominations we have 
eonaulted our files and have listed the properties below. 

1. Louisiana Purchase Survey Y.arker Added to th<:. Register 
~ 2/23/72 

2. Ha.shingt.on County Courthouse Added to tbe Register 
2/23/72 

3. Jacob Holf IIouse Raccived. 10/19/72 in 
I 

revia~1 

4. River Front Hotel Rec~ived 10/11)/72 in 
reviaw 

5. Trapnall Hall neccdvC'd 1/3/73 in 
revi c<·' . 

6. Old Randolph County Courthouse RC~cc.l v"'' d 1/3/73 in 
rev:1.rn-1 

As you lr..nou. l·le have been behind in the rc:.vicw of nord ,;c;tions because of 
short stnffina. 1-:c are 't>c~ginning to catc.h up with _ ·:r · ncklog ancl should 
be current fairly soon. 

cc: 

Sincerely yours. 

GharleH A. Hflrri ,·,r T oH 

Chief, nev:f.ew Ln t 
National Registt r 

Director, Southwest Region ,.,f ey inc 
LI 
PHR, w/ cy inc 
KHOLLER: so-p 3/28/73 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN l' Ll ' 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

~olf (Jacob) House 

I • 

Al so Notifie d 
Hon. John L. McClellan 
lion. J. ~J . }Ulbright 
lion. John P. H.ar.n~aracbmiut 
Uon. Wilbur D. HUla 

Director , Southwest Region 

Location 

Norfolk vicinity 
Fe.xter County 

Little Rock 
Pulaeki County 

Sto.to Uiotor.ic Preservation Officer 
Hr . \lillic...tJ E. l!endn:t"von, J.Jil" •ctor 
Arlre.nGns ll<>partment of 4>,u-ks & 

J.."ouri&il 
Str~to Capi tol - Room 14~ 
Littlo Rock, Arkanaae 72201 

~ NRov1lo.nd:lrnp ~~- 2~ -'73 
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