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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ancient Free and Accepted Masons have their Grand Lodge and Library
in Sioux Falls. This two story local adaptation of the Neo-classic style
rests upon a cut stone foundation and has a rectangular floor plan. The
Lodge's flat roof has a small dome that is hidden from view at the street
level. The front facade displays limestone facing while the remaining
walls have a reddish brown brick covering.

Exteriorly, the structure has not changed since its construction in
1924, but the surrounding area has. Buildings on both sides of the lodge
have been removed leaving the structure visible from all angles.

The north and south sides contain three rows of small rectangular
windows that start at the center and extend to the back. Also appearing
are two larger rectangular and three square windows. Attached to the
right rear corner is the building's main chimney.

While the sides of the building are undecorated, the front facade dis-
plays a Corinthian order appearance. Fluted, coupled columns and pilaster
flank each side of the entabulatured main door. The entrance has a cartouche
and swag decoration. Inscribed in the frieze is the lodge's name. Four
decorative vases adorn the top of the attic. The first floor windows are
slightly taller than those on the second and the lower openings have a
slight entablature. Intermingled between those windows are swag and
decorative panels.

The interior of the structure combines the refined detail of classic
ornamentation along with structural innovations of the early twentieth
century. The steel doors and trim painted brown to resemble wood and a
nine-ton wire reinforced glass floor were unique architectural devices
for South Dakota in 1924. The posterior portion of the building holds
the library and has thick concrete walls.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Grand Lodge and Library of the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons,
constructed in 1924, is the purest example of Neo-classic style in Sioux
Falls. The combination of classic elements and internal structural inno-
vations of the early twentieth century, such as steel doors and trim painted
to resemble wood and a nine-ton glass floor, enhance the architectural
importance of the structure. The use of steel and glass were unique at
that time in the city.

The lodge is the headquarters for the 16,000 state members. It is,
therfore, an important fraternal institution in South Dakota. The building-
houses one of the largest Masonic libraries in the United States with
over 22,000 volumes. It also has a small museum on the second floor with
objects pertaining to local and national history. Through the library,
museum, and charitable deeds, the Masonic Lodge remains a significant
social institution.

The Masons, chartered June 3, 1874, are probably the oldest fraternal
organization in Sioux Falls. Among the early members were some of the
most prominent professional and business people in the city. The decision
to establish the state headquarters and library for the Masons was made
in June of 1923. Construction of the lodge began on June 6, 1924 and
ended in 1925.
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