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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL

~Indisputably one of the finest ezamples of 19th century
Greek Revival architecture in this section of Indiana,
Memorial Hall, located on Ohio Street between 2nd and 3rd
Streets, was built as a Branch Bank of the Second State
Eawin J. Peck, a prominent Indiang]
archlitect-builder of the period, was superintendent of

Bank of Indiana in 1834,

construction.

The mark of its architectural significance is, of cbuf&e,

the facsde, which imitates a

fluted columns, all supporting an entablature with a friege
of triglyphs and metopes; one triglyph over each column and
one over each inercolumniation-the precise formula used in
antiquity, but rarely found in any 19th century revival

The old bank occupied the first floor under a large
The second floor was fitted up as a

WOorks.
domed skylight.

residence for the bank cashier's living euarters.
National banks were organigz=d in 1865, the bank ceased

operations, and the building

a commercial store for selling musical instruments.
daughter, Amalia Kussner Coudert, won world-wide fame as a
A talented family, they fitted up one
room with a stage on which were given many perforaances,
Bfter several changes and the sale of the property by the
Kussners, the building became a second-hand shop known as
Its owner, Zebulon Heaberlin,

miniature painter.

"The 0ld Curiosity Shop."”
sold the building to the GAR

They maintained it as headquarters for Civil War veterans
groups, theé Woman's Reli#f Corps, and other patriotic
It became a repository for war relics and

societies,
photographs of veterans,etc.
hands, becoming the Memorial

the care of first the Spanish American War veterans, then

the World War I veterans, and now the United War Veterans

A large addition was built on for a meeting room,

Z¥iltchen and serving facilities were added, but the original
part of the building remains,
bank opened its doors in 1834,

pusiness building in the City of Terre Haute, and is
located across the street from the Vigo County Court House.

Council.

APPEARANCE

Greek doric temple with four

When

335§

was sold to Lorenx Kussner as
His

Memorial Hall Association,

In the 1920's it again changed
Hall Association, and was in

SNOITLDO2NYLSNI

very much as it was when the
The building is the oldest
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this community.

one has,

banking institution.
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In addition to its architectural significance, and tﬂ;\\

fact that it is one of the very few buildings of its —

type left in Indiana, it is the oldest commercial building
« left in the City of Terre Haute.

Its Civil War significance, as well as its use by veterans
of all the past wars of the United States, makes it
unique in military relics and historical importance in

It is important to preserve a fine example of an early
The Second State Bank of Indiana
has often been hailed as one of the most successful banks
"of the pre-Civil War era.

Fine art glass portraits of Civil War heroes and early
‘bankers of Terre Haute are still in place around the
‘domed cetling qkylight :

Only one other structure in the City of Terre Haute has
an older history of service in the community than this

7,
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Indiana State Archives, architect's plsns on file for all
Branch Banks built by State of Indiana, 1834
History of Early Terre Haute,1816 to 1840,by B.Condit,

publ. 1900, page 158.
TERRE HAUTF TRIBUNE, June 4,1931-see enclosed clipping

TY*RRE HAUTE TRIBUNE, Dec.2,1951 - see enclosed clipping
RERRE HAUTE GAZETTE, Oct.12,1903- see enclosed clipping
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Mrs. Dorothy J, Clark, Secretary .
ORGANIZATION , DATE

Vigo County Historical Society,Inc. | June 23,1973
STREET AND NUMBER: :

1411 South 6th Street
CITY OR TOWN: . STATE CODE
Lw, Terre Haute Indiana 18

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

Ol

The recommended

O

National State ﬂ L.ocal

)

OSENH D, CLOUD

Title

SEPTEMBER 24, 1973

Date

‘National Re gister.
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the
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| TERRE HAUTE MEMORIAL HALL,

i
i

located on Ohio Street between 2nd and 3rd streets is '
| -indisputably. one of the finest examples of 19th century Greek Revival architecture in ,
" this’section of Indiana. The work was originally used as the Branch Bank: of Indiana’
- ~—and was built between 1832 and 1834. Edwin J. Peck, a prominent Indiana architect-
-builder of the period, was superintendent of construction. The mark, of its architectural
' significance is of course the facade, which imitates a Greek doric temple with four
~ fluted columns, all supporting an entablature with a frieze of triglyphs and metopes:
one triglyph over each  column and one .over each intercolumniation — the precise -
| -formula used in antiquity but rarely found in any 19th century revival works ,
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OWNER OF THAT FAMOUS LANDMARK |
- “THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP" SERIOUSLY ILL

n A e

reotoz o omind 1

‘Preston Hussey.

T i s L

iR B T T

sl

“The 'Old Curlosity Shop,” as  the
venerable -and time-worn. building, s}
calleq, is TPrre Hautes most hlvtorxc
edifice. : ER.

- It was built for the Terre Haute
branch of the State Bank .of 1ndiana
and opened for. business.in, 1834
first. president was the late Demfm_
Deming,’ sr., father of the presetit. pres-
‘{dent of the Titst National bank, and
tho first casbler was Curtis Gilbert,
Other cashlers In later years, were' Jo-
seph 8. Jenckes, W." R. McKeen-and
The bank’s first safe
was bought In Loulsville, at a cost of

"$1,000, and the large round table around
‘which Terre Haute's ‘first . financiers
“used to gat‘her and 1

-0f the stormy ¢

times i1 the-panles of 1837, 1857 and
the war Hmeﬂ was made by & town
arppnter and.’ ] still"in use. in  the

The old bLank, outside of the business
room, ~and- on. the- tecond - floor, wis

ftted up as a; reqidence for the cashlors.

upied by the famﬂy of Lorem"
s whose :daughter,. - Amalia
Kussner Coucert: has ‘won. world-wide
fame as- &' jnlnature palnter.” The
Kussnér. fapnly was ohe of many, tale
ents and had one room- fitted . up with
a stige on. which ‘were given many
‘beautitul performunies. - After several
changes and the sale:of the property
by’ ghe Kusgners, the building became
second hand shop, ln Whh.h were

voard. room of “the: Natlonal State bank.’

-':t.m'd yeor-li :
1wasta most-useful dnstitution to- the;

-cashier of ‘the. old bank “became the

' ’~~Phuu, hy Lundy.

many qualnt and curious relics that it
became known as “The Old Curiosity-
Bhop.” Z. Heaberlin; its owner, Is now
seriously ill at® his home, 411 Center
gtreet, and fnam are entertamed for
his recovery. .

The Branch bank which “in its
wd 4, surplug of 31840007

community, “but. passed out of exist-

‘ence * when the National banks sucw

ceeded the old style of banks, i
‘Its stockholders organized the Naxj
tional State bank in 1865. and the last

flrst cashier 'of the new, and in a few!
monthy . succeeded  to - me presidencyy
on the sudden death of Levl Gh Warren,
and still holds the responsible po-
sition.
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PTHE L ATE BANK, NOW KNQOWN A8 “THE OLD CURIOSITY L
. : »’*H\;P," an Ohio Stroet. Tho pon and ink skelch, from which the abawve © s
o cut was made, was awy for the, Gazsite some years aoo by Mr. Norman | ) : ]
- [ P, Heod, at that {ime the cartoonist for this paper. Ho wae a siranger in B E:
. i the olty, fresh from the Art sshos! et Bostorn, and waa at once attracted, *L
s : an ali wih artistio inatincts ars, to this neble old buiiding. v : .
) g;lm'm tbhis bullding appreciated. It is this y price- for a public “end, Iike &.ha.t _pro-
: 4 elty’s most  intevesting rello and " ‘most | posed, : v
perfect spoeclinen of the noble Greolan ar- To tear it down Would be simpl}' saor£~ :
. | ehiteoture, It was bullt for & branch of logo. j :
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TERRE H TRIB
' Dedicate m@@ﬂa@'
~ “Vigo County’s Memorial Hall was
formally dedicated Thursday when |
the .members of the various patri-
otic societies of the city kept open
thouse at the newly repaired build-
.ing, which stands as a monument
{to the valiant soldiers and sailors
‘and their widows and orphans, Rep-; -
‘resentatives. of the G.A.R. posts,
'the Women’s Relief Corps, the Sons
of Veterans and -other closely
allied with these societies aided
in the reception. The doors were
thrown open at 2 p.m. and the in-
terior of the' building was hand-
‘somely decorated. Marx Meyers
‘donated a very handsome Ameri-
can flag to be hung in the hall and
several other momentoes were also




