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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Blewett Arrastra remains at the original location in the steep and 
narrow valley of Peshastin Creek. Located next to U.S. Route 97, a two- 
lane highway transecting the southeast corner of the rugged and mountain 
ous Wenatchee National Forest, the arrastra is the main attraction of 
a roadside turn out. The arrastra is situated adjacent to the fast-running 
creek, and for dozens of miles around, the forests, streams, and rocky 
crags of the Cascade Mountains and foothills remain in pristine 
condition.

In the late Nineteenth and early Twentieth Centuries, the gold mining 
town of Blewett occupied the nearby vicinity, but little remains 
today except a few abandoned shafts, the deteriorated remains of a 
stamp mill, and, of course, the stone arrastra. The original structures 
and buildings deteriorated or burned, or were moved or destroyed, 
particularly whenever modern highway construction occurred in the 
extremely narrow and constricted valley.

Records indicate the Blewett Arrastra was extensively used, and as 
early as the 1860's. Cut in bedrock, the arrastra measures about 
eight feet across. The base is intact, but the rocks dragged in the 
track to crush ore are missing. This part of the device, however, 
was often worn down and replaced. Three drag stones from other 
arrastras have been placed in the track. Various means could be used 
to move the drag stone around the circular trough, but no trace remains 
of these impermanent devices.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Whenever gold was discovered in the 1860 * s and 1870's in the mountain*- 
ous regions of Oregon, British Columbia, Montana, Idaho, Nevada, and 
Eastern Washington, the influence of old California was always 
evident. In the new gold fields, the knowledge and methods of the 
Californians was respected and adhered to. California miners* 
including some original Forty-niners, were one portion of the mixed*-up 
vanguard of different peoples who discovered the goldfields in the 
eastern portion of the Cascade Mountains of Washington Territory. The 
Blewett Arrastra may not have been actually built by California miners, 
but the device was clearly Californian in origin.

The Blewett Arrastra, constructed in the 1860's and remaining in 
excellent condition today, dates from the earliest days of mining in 
the Pacific Northwest. The device known as an arrastra (or arrastre) 
had been developed much earlier in Spanish America and was later 
adopted by Californians in the 1850's. The use of these devices then 
quickly spread as new goldfields were discovered throughout the West, 
A number of arrastras were constructed in the eastern Cascades, and 
some remain today including, of course, the Blewett Arrastra.

An arrastra was inexpensive, and easy to construct and maintain. An 
arrastra was the simplest device available for crushing quartz and 
could also work placers. These surprisingly efficient devices were 
often used to work ore that first had been crushed in a nearby stamp 
mill. The gold was then reclaimed by amalgamation with mercury, either 
by placing the quicksilver in the mortar or in sluices, riffle boards, 
and other similar devices.

The typical arrastra consisted of flat surfaced stones layed in a 
circular pattern and surrounded by a retaining wall. A post was set 
in the middle, and a sweep was hitched to a horse or mule to pull the 
drag stones around the track. The Blewett Arrastra is somewhat 
unusual because it was cut into bed rock. Furthermore, the Blewett 
miners moved their arrastra with waterpower, but may have also used 
mules and horses. The Blewett Arrastra was used until at least 1880. 
Today, it is one of Washington's finest remaining devices illustrating 
frontier mining technology. The arrastra is owned and protected by 
the Washington State Department of Highways and is easily accessible 
to the public.
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