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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINALSITE 

X-GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE.
—FAIR _UNEXPOSED

—————————DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Facing Court Square, the McMinnvllle post office is situated on a relatively 
flat site on the center fringe of the Central Business District of a town of 
approximately 15,000 people. McMinnville, Tennessee is located in the east 
central portion of Tennessee approximately 75 miles from Nashville. 
Constructed in 1931, the facade is Georgian Revival.

The two-story brick building is rectangular In plan over a raised basement. 
The fenestration of the building employs windows with a jack arch and large 
keystone. There is a slate composition roof with dormer windows, balustrade 
and dentilated cornice. The exterior is further highlighted by brick quoins 
at the corners of the building and classical blank tablets above the 
building's tall windows. The most prominent exterior feature 1s the tetra 
style pedimented portico on a raised base with a double flight of steps.

The interior of the building is in very good condition. A glass and oak wood 
wall separates the window service area from the lockbox section in the 
L-shaped lobby. Lobby walls are enhanced with oak molding and marble floors. 
Situated on the left of the lobby is the Postmaster's office and directly 
behind is the workroom.

An addition/remodeling occurred I'n 1963. The workroom was extended, dock area 
moved from rear to south side of the building and Postmaster's office was 
remodeled with walnut paneling and carpeting. Also',' nine to ten off fees'were 
added to the second floor. The addition retains the original style of^ the 
building. !
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dwarfing the entire southeast corner of Morford at Court'Square, the post 
office is located directly across from the potentially-historic courthouse. 
Although overshadowed by the most stately structure of Norman Architecture 
built in 1897, the Post Office building does not lack for charm and 
uniqueness. Constructed of the finest building materials during a period of 
great wealth and progress, it is one of the tallest buildings domiciled on the 
town square.

Unlike the Greek Revival style library (Yearwood and Johnson, 1931) the Post 
Office derives its distinction from the.simplicity of its fprm^and,elements. 
The rectangular, red brick elongated windows with Whitfe jabk arches, 
attenuated portico columns and roof balustrade reflect the building's strong 
Federal style. It is : the only public building of this'stylfc 'in McMinhVille 
and represents the finest example in the county.



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
McMinnville at a Milestone
Mrs. Priest, Librarian, Magnus Memorial Library
Dr. Schultz, County Historical Society

JGEOGR APHICAL DATA
.608ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY . 

UTM REFERENCES
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ZONE EASTING 
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13.914.911.3.01
NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a stake on the south side of Morford Street at the NW corner of a 
lot now owned by Frank Barry, running with the line of said Tot South 5* West, 
159' to a stake at the Northeast corner of a lot; thence N 85° 30' West 122.5 1 
to the Court House Square; thence N 5* East 157.7' to a stake on the South 
side of Morford Street; thence South 84° East 121.5 1 to the Point of Beginning.
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CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION
STATE HISTORje'PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

5^1 N

Date£______
v

YES.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION

In compliance with Executive Order 11593,1 hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State 
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to 
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of significance is __National __State _^C-Local. 

^REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE

Director. Office of
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