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1. Name of Property

Historic Name: PRESIDIO OF SAN FRANCISCO
) NATTONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DISTRICT
Utlier Names/Site Number

2. Location

street & number not for publication ___
city or town San Francisco vicinity

state California code

county San Francisco code

zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as
amended, I hereby certify that this  nomination __ request for determination of
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _ meets does not meet the
National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant

nationally __ statewide ___locally. (___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official ‘ Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
( __ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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Section 4
NPS Certification

4, National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
___See continuation sheet.

determined eligible for the National Register
National Register
___See continuation sheet.

determined not eligible for the National Register

removed from the National Register

xx_ other (flain):

ks

Signaye’ of Keeper

Date of Action

ed NHL documentation
/ //} P %

5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
private

public-local

public-State

public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
building(s)

o district

___ site

___ structure

___ object
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Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

~477 ~345 buildings
11+ 1+ sites

166+ 157+ structures
8+ 1+ objects
662+ 504+ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register:

Fort Point National Historic Site (10/16/70) 70000146
Presidio National Historic Landmark (10/15/66) 79000537
Six-Inch Rifled Gun No. 9 (2/07/79) 79000255

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple
property listing.) N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions):

Cat: Defense Sub: military facility

Defense fortification

Defense air facility

Defense coast guard facility
Landscape natural feature
Landscape forest

Health care hospital

Funerary cemetery

Recreation sports facility
Recreation outdoor recreation
Domestic institutional housing

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions):

Cat: Defense Sub: military facility

Landscape natural feature
Landscape forest
Health care hospital
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Funerary cemetery

Recreation sports facility
Recreation outdoor recreation
Domestic institutional housing
Landscape park

Culture museum

Culture monument/marker

Work in progress

7. Description

THE COMPLETE TEXT OF SECTION 7 CAN BE FOUND ON
CONTINUATION SHEETS ATTACHED TO THIS FORM

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions):

Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals: Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival
Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals: Colonial Revival

Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals: Classical Revival
Mid-19th Century: Other--Conventional/Classical Derivative
Late Victorian: Other--Conventional/Mixed Derivative

Late Victorian: Stick/Eastlake

Other: World War Temporary

Late Victorian: Queen Anne

Late Victorian: Second Empire

Late 19th and 20th  Century American Movements: Other--Rustic
Modern Movement: Moderne

Materials (Enter categories from instructions):

foundations
Concrete
Stone
Sandstone
Granite -
walls
Stucco
Brick
Wood
Weatherboard
Concrete

4 PSF - 317.93
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roofs

other

Stone
Sandstone
Limestone
Granite
Earth
Adobe
Asphalt/Asbestos

Ceramic tile
Asphalt
Slate
Wood
Shingle

Concrete

Asphalt

Earth

Wood

Stone
Sandstone
Limestone
Granite

Metal
Cast iron
Bronze
Aluminum
Iron
Steel
Copper

8. Statement of Significance

THE COMPLETE TEXT OF SECTION 8 CAN BE FOUND ON

CONTINUATION SHEETS ATTACHED TO THIS FORM

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark V" in one or more boxes for the criteria

qualifying the property for National Register listing)

PSF - 3.17.93
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¥y A Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
¥ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction or represents the work of a master, or
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

¥ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in
prehistory or history.
Criteria Considerations (Mark "Y" in all the boxes that apply.)
A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
removed from its original location
a birthplace or a grave
a cemetery

a reconstructed building, object,or structure

a commemorative property

Q T m g O w

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past
50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)

Military

Exploration/Settlement

Ethnic Heritage: Hispanic
Archeology: Historic - Non-Aboriginal

K

Period of Significance

1776-1945 (and 1951)

6 / PSF - 3.17.93
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g
ki

Significant Dates ‘

1776 Founding date for Presidio

1793 Commencement of construction of Castillo de San Joaquin

1822 Transfer of Presidio from Spain to Mexico

1846 Mexico's loss of California to the United States

1847 Arrival of United States troops at Presidio

1850 Legal establishment of Presidio as United States Army reservation

1853 Commencement of United States fort construction at Ft. Point

1861 Commencement of Civil War

1865 End of Civil War

1870 Commencement of first battery construction, Battery West

1873 Establishment of Marine Hospital on Post lands

1881 Construction of first rail service to and from City

1883 Conception of Jones’ plan for afforestation of reservation

1884 Designation of Post cemetery as National Cemetery

1889 Establishment of lifesaving station on Post lands

1893 Commencement of "Endicott Era" defense system

¢1895 Commencement of new parade ground construction at Main Post
Construction of golf course on Post lands

1896 Commencement of perimeter stone gates and walls

1898 Commencement of Spanish-American War

1899 End of Spanish-American War
Establishment of general hospital (later Letterman)

¢1910 Commencement of construction on Fort Winfield Scott

1914 Commencement of World War I

1915 Panama-Pacific International Exposition

1917 Entrance of United States into World War I

1918 End of World War I

1921 Commencement of Crissy Field construction

1922 Establishment of Julius Kahn Playground on Post lands

1929 Great Depression

1933 Commencement of Golden Gate Bridge construction
Commencement of "Restoration" of the supposed Comandancia

¢1934 Commencement of WPA projects on Post

1939 Commencement of World War 11

1941 Entrance of United States into World War II

1951 Signing of ANZUS Pact, and Joint Security Pact between the United States
and Japan

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

7 PSF - 3.17.93
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Cultural Affiliation

Hispanic, Euro-American

Architect/Builder

United States Army

9. Bibliographical References

THE COMPLETE LIST OF BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES CAN BE
FOUND ON CONTINUATION SHEETS ATTACHED TO THIS FORM

Previous documentation on file (National Park Service):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested

¥ previously listed in National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
¥ designated a National Historic Landmark
_¥_ recorded by “Historic American Buildings Survey:
#s CA-1100-1114, 1173, 1174, 1212-1216, 1239, 2269

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office
Other State agency

¥ Federal agency

8 PSF - 31793
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Bibliographic References

Local government

University

Other

Name of repositories:

Division of National Register Programs and
Division of Park Historic Preservation
Western Region Office, National Park Service

Suite 600, 600 Harrison Street
San Francisco, CA 94107-1372

Presidio Planning and Transition Team
Golden Gate National Recreation Area
Building 201, Fort Mason
San Francisco, CA 94123

10. Geographical Data

(See USGS 7.5 map - "San Francisco North, Calif." in folder entitled "Presidio of San
Francisco National Historic Landmark District: Maps and Figures Folder")

Acreage of Property: __1480 acres

UTM References:

Point Zone Easting

10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

TQEEDAOW >

545,490
545,360
546,000
546,580
547,300
548,650
548,850
546,450

Northing
4,182,120
4,182,550
4,184,800
4,184,790
4,184,210
4,184,400
4,182,690
4,182,080

Q‘ PSF - 3.17.93
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Verbal Boundary Description:

The legal boundaries of the Presidio can be found on each of the maps submitted
with this nomination. In particular, the 1987 basemap prepared by the U.S. Army
(scale 1:6,000) best displays this boundary (see attached folder entitled "Presidio of
San Francisco National Historic Landmark District: Maps and Figures Folder",

Exact metes and bounds are provided on Continuation Sheets attached to this form.
They are based, in part, on a 1929 U.S. Army survey.

Boundary Justification:

The historic district of the Presidio of San Francisco is composed of those lands
referred to as the military reservation of the Presidio, including the lands of the
historic Marine Hospital west of Mountain Lake, which was originally a part of the
military reservation. Offshore submerged lands are also included because of the
location of shipwrecks and historic wharfs, docks and refuse disposal. The boundary
chosen constitutes the lands altered and developed historically by the military units
which have been stationed at the Presidio, or by specific allowed civilian or other
agency activities approved through the military command.

11. Form Prepared By

Submitted: Octobel_-_ 16, 1992

National Register Programs, National Park Service, Western Regional Office
600 Harrison Street, Suite 600, San Francisco, California 94107-1372
(415) 744-3916

Paul Alley Editor/Co-Project Coordinator, Architectural Historian -
National Register Programs, WRO

Leo R, Barker Co-Project Coordinator, Historical Archeologist, National
Register Programs, WRO

Gordon Chappell Regional Historian - Park Historic Preservation Division, WRO

Carey Feierabend Historical Architect - SWRO/Presidio Planning Team

John P. Langellier Historian - Gene Autry Western Heritage Museum

David Quitevis Cartographic and AutoCad support, Division of Information
Management, WRO

Sally A. Dean Initial Project Coordinator, Archeologist, WRO
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Presidio of San Francisco

CONTINUATION SHEET name of property
San Francisco, California
Section _7 Page _1 county and State

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one
or more continuation sheets.)

INTRODUCTION

This introduction outlines the format of Section 7 and presents key information on previous
studies undertaken on the Presidio of San Francisco National Historic Landmark district,
on methods used to update these studies for the revised National Historic Landmark
documentation, and on the counting of contributing resources within the district. After the
introduction, a summary description of the Landmark district is presented, followed by a
detailed description of the development of the vast designed landscape of the Presidio from
1776 to the present. Existing resources that contribute to the significance of the district are
then described individually and in summary; noncontributing resources are described only
in summary. Section 7 is followed by two annotated district inventory lists: Contributing
Resources List and Noncontributing Resources List. Supporting maps show contributing
resources, areas of historic afforestation, and predicted archeological features. (For an
explanation of how contributing and noncontributing status has been determined within the
Landmark district, see the "Contributing Resources" subsection of the introduction to
Section 8.)

The following is an outline of Section 7.

'
L

| Introduction
A Summary Description
B Previous Studies
C Methods
1 General
2 Archeological Features
3 Buildings
4 Additional Landscape features
D Counting Resources
E Inventory Lists
F Maps
Il Development of the Designed Landscape
A Introduction
B Spanish-Mexican Settlement, 1776-1846
C Early United States Occupation, 1846-1860
D Civil War, 1861-1865
E Indian and Military Affairs, 1866-1890
F Nationalistic Expansion, 1891-1914
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World War 1, 1915-1918

Military Affairs between Wars, 1919-1940
World War II, 1941-1945

To the Present

III Contributing Resources

bl *Hp!

A Introduction

B Spanish-Mexican Settlement, 1776-1846

C Early United States Occupation, 1846-1860
D Civil War, 1861-1865

E Indian and Military Affairs, 1866-1890

F Nationalistic Expansion, 1891-1914

G World War I, 1915-1918

H Military Affairs between Wars, 1919-1940

I World War II, 1941-1945

IV Noncontributing Resources

\/ Inventory Lists
A Contributing Resources List
B Noncontributing Resources List
C Unassigned Numbers

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

On March 28, 1776 Lt.Col. Juan Bautista de Anza ordered a cross erected on the Punta del
Cantil Blanco [point of the white cliff] overlooking the mouth of San Francisco Bay. By this
action, he followed Spanish law and set aside a reservation for the military which equalled
a square of 3,000 varas (1,564 acres). From that time forward, this land, with minor
boundary adjustments, continued to serve as a military post for soldiers of Spain, Mexico,
and the United States. Each nation’s troops made changes to the local scene through their
efforts to provide defenses for the protection of the Bay and life-support systems for
themselves and their families. This process has altered the appearance of the original
landscape, replacing the windswept hills and sand dunes with a designed historic landscape
representing no less than eighteen National Historic Landmark themes and sub-themes (see
Section 8).

The Presidio is situated on the west side of the northernmost end of the peninsula on which
now lies the densely settled City of San Francisco. The forested hills and winding roads of
this vast military reservation contrast sharply with the adjacent residential neighborhoods
of the City, composed of blocks with closely situated houses and small-scale apartment
buildings. The Presidio includes San Francisco’s northernmost mainland point, where stands
the remains of the mid-nineteenth-century fort at Fort Point. Other discernable areas of the
Presidio that relate to its historic development are the Main Post, roughly centered around
the Main Parade Ground on the eastern side of the reservation and including the Letterman
Army Hospital and the San Francisco National Cemetery; Fort Winfield Scott, located in

72 PSF - 3.17.93
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the western portion of the reservation; and Crissy Field, east of Fort Point on San Francisco
Bay. The reservation also contains the Fort Point National Historic Site, the Fort Point
United States Coast Guard Station, and a Marine Hospital complex, which most recently
was operated by the United States Public Health Service under the Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare.

Green space and forested areas, largely of eucalyptus, pine, acacia, cypress, and some cedar
trees, comprise much of the southern lands of the Presidio, which border the residential
blocks of the City. These southern lands include Mountain Lake, Lobos Creek, the Presidio
Golf Course, and the Julius Kahn Public Playground. The western edge of the Presidio
terminates at the Pacific Ocean with Baker Beach on the south and steep eroding cliffs on
the northern side toward Fort Point.

For purposes of organization, description, and inventory, the vast lands of the reservation
have been divided into twelve areas, identified as follows (with their referent initials):

-Fort Point [FP]

-Main Post [MP]
-Letterman Complex [LC]
-Cemetery and Cavalry Complex [CCC]
-North Cantonment [NC]
-East Cantonment [EC]
-West Cantonment [WC]
-Fort Winfield Scott [FWS]
-Crissy Field [CF]

-Baker Beach [BB]

-South Post [SP]

-Marine Hospital [MH]

While distinct areas or zones of historical development may be identified within the
reservation, these areas are nonetheless inextricably linked both historically and physically.
Because of the function and extent of these areas shifted over time, the precise boundaries
for these areas as defined in this nomination are somewhat arbitrary and designed to
facilitate the organization of information more than the interpretation of the material
presented.

Principal street entrancesito the Presidio are located at the southwest corner on Lincoln
Boulevard, along the southern boundary at Arguello Boulevard, near the southeast corner
on Presidio Boulevard and on Broadway, along the east boundary on Lombard Street (the
"Main Gate") and at Gorgas Avenue, and at the northeast corner just off Marina Boulevard
leading into the Presidio’s Old Mason Street. Roads, viaducts, and tunnels leading to the
Golden Gate Bridge pass through the Presidio in two major extensions: a roughly east-west
viaduct (U.S. Highway 101) called Doyle Drive, and a north-south road (U.S. Highway 1)

7-3 PSF - 3.17.93
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which passes through MacArthur Tunnel on Park Presidio Boulevard. These highways
continue above the Presidio in a northwesterly direction as elevated access routes to the
Bridge spanning above Fort Point.

Overall, the Presidio possesses a visual unity that relates well to its historical importance
and continuity through successive periods of development. This sense of unity commences
from the marked contrast between the densely constructed blocks of the City against the
rolling forested hills of the reservation. In the neighboring blocks of the City, a rigid street
grid has been imposed on the hilly terrain of the area. By contrast, within the Presidio the
curving courses of the roadways follow and reflect the contours of the existing topography,
as does the placement of a large number of the Post’s buildings. With certain exceptions,
including most notably the formal rectilinear planning of the Main Parade Ground and
nearby Letterman Hospital, the placement and design of the Presidio’s built environment
respond to the topography and the natural character of the landscape. Historically, this
sensitivity to landscape and the concept of the Presidio as a natural reserve began most
markedly with the afforestation efforts of the 1880s. The character of the Presidio as a
reserve has been respected through successive phases of historic development and endures
to the present day.

While the buildings at the Presidio reflect a succession of stylistic effects popular during the
various periods of Post construction, the architecture is unified by the military’s basic and
straightforward approach to construction and design. This approach generally tended toward
formal symmetry and eschewed excessive ornamentation. The buildings commonly stand in
groups or rows and exhibit standardized designs of simple forms and moderate decorative
detailing. Most of the buildings are of a moderate, human scale; few are in excess of two-
and-a-half stories. With regard to the Post’s twentieth-century architecture, the prevailing
mix of "Spanish Colonial Revival" and "Colonial Revival” stylistic elements is harmonious;
additionally, the widespread use of red tile for roofs and red brick or off-white painted
stucco for walls furthers the architectural unity.

The number of noncontributing resources within the district is relatively large; however,
many of these constitute smaller buildings and structures that are ancillary or supporting in
nature, having only minor! effect on the overall integrity of the historic district. Among
major architectural intrusions at the Post are two large-scale modern buildings, constructed
in 1969 and 1974, associated with the Letterman Army Hospital and several enclaves of
more recently constructed housing, dating from 1948 to 1970. The impact of these hospital
buildings and housing enclaves on the integrity of the landmark is lessened by their location
and appearance as groups or clusters of modern buildings, clearly distinct from the Post’s
historic architecture. Given the breadth and prominence of the district, with its hundreds
of remaining historic buildings and structures and striking landscape features, the integrity
of the National Historic Landmark is exceptionally high (see "Noncontributing Resources"
at the end of Section 7).

; 7-5 : PSF - 3.17.93
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PREVIOUS STUDIES

The Presidio of San Francisco was designated a National Historic Landmark on June 13,
1962. At that time, the Landmark was recognized primarily as a significant Spanish colonial
military settlement in Alta California. It was secondarily recognized for its long military
occupation by the United States Army since 1846. The only historic resource identified was
the Officers’ Club (No. 50), because it was reputed to be the Spanish comandante’s quarters,
and original adobe fabric remained hidden within the walls of the 1933-1934 "restored"
building. No inventory of contributing resources was prepared in 1962; however, it appeared
that the intention of the National Park System Advisory Board was to include significant
resources in the Landmark that related to both the Hispanic and the United States military
history of the reservation. The Advisory Board specifically identified the entire military
reservation, more than 1,400 acres, as the Landmark boundary.

In 1970 the Commanding General of the 6th Army and the National Park Service agreed
that the entire military reservation was within the Landmark boundary. The National Park
Service Office of Arclieology and Historic Preservation noted: "It is the total scene that is
recognized at the Presidio; structures not of much merit might well be regarded as essential
to the total fabric." The Presidio was clearly seen by the National Park Service as a district
of sites, buildings, structures, and objects. The Army was encouraged to conduct a
comprehensive survey to identify the contributing resources of the Presidio National Historic
Landmark district for the public record and management.

The fort at Fort Point, which was already part of the Presidio National Historic Landmark
district, was individually designated a National Historic Site on October 16, 1970. Concern
for the preservation of this exceptional brick fort had existed for many years as evinced by
the special arch designed over the fortification when the Golden Gate Bridge was
constructed in the mid-1930s.

In 1972, the Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA) was established by
Congress, including the Presidio within its formal boundaries but recognizing that National
Park Service jurisdiction would not be activated until military ownership and use of the
reservation ended (Public Law 92-589). Planning for the GGNRA in the 1970s resulted in,
among other things, National Park Service management of Fort Point and of substantial
coastal areas around Baker Beach and Crissy Field under lease agreements with the Army.
This led to an incipient survey effort for the Presidio National Historic Landmark district.

In 1976, National Park Service Regional Historian Gordon Chappell, Director of the
Presidio Army Museum John Langellier, and National Park Service Architectural Historian
Laura Harrison produced an inventory of 277 historic buildings that they determined
contributed historically or architecturally to the Presidio National Historic Landmark district.
This cursory study was based on a "windshield" survey conducted by automobile and on the
authors’ knowledge of the Landmark; the survey did not include lands within the Landmark
district not under Army management (e.g., the Marine Hospital, San Francisco National

7-6 Vs PSF - 317.93



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form | Section 7
Presidio of San Francisco Introduction
San Francisco, California Previous Studies

Cemetery, and the Fort Point Coast Guard Station). It was conducted to help the Corps of
Engineers in assisting the Army in developing an Environmental Impact Statement for a
Presidio Master Plan. Chappell also prepared a compendium of primary and secondary
documents on the Presidio’s history.

At the same time, National Park Service Historian Erwin Thompson was preparing a multi-
volume Historic Resources Study (HRS) to facilitate management planning for GGNRA.
The HRS was planned to include an entire volume on the Presidio. While this volume was
later canceled, a comprehensive study of the seacoast fortifications in the GGNRA and San
Francisco harbor was produced, providing an inventory and adding context to the value of
those fortifications within the Presidio.

Concern for preservation of the Presidio continued through the 1970s, but was constantly
hampered by a failure to survey the entire Landmark and identify all of its varied historic
resources and multiple values. In 1978, James Dillon prepared a draft National Register
of Historic Places form for the Army using information from the reconnaissance survey of
Chappell, Langellier, and Harrison. The draft nomination was never submitted. In 1979
and 1980, draft nominations were also prepared for Crissy Field and the Presidio seacoast
fortifications by Erwin Thompson. Forms were not however advanced to the Register as
the National Park Service never acquired all of the land included in each nomination.

The Army responded to the survey needs of the Landmark in 1981 by working with the
Pacific Southwest Regional Office of the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
(HCRS) to sponsor jointly a Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) study of the Army-
managed portions of the reservation. The survey was conducted in 1981 by a special
summer-hire student team composed of Architectural Historian Mark Brack and Historian
James Delgado, and was completed and published by National Register Program staff in
1985. The survey was designed to be the first phase of the HCRS (later reabsorbed into the
National Park Service) consultation with the Army on the wide variety of cultural resources
in the Landmark.

The HABS team surveyed nearly all of the buildings and most of the numbered structures
at the Presidio and prepared inventory forms on approximately 400 buildings and structures.
All buildings and structures surveyed were then classified into five historic preservation
categories according to the level of contribution each made to the Landmark. The
categories of contribution included:

I. Directly contributing to the National Historic Landmark district;

a
II. Contributing to the National Historic Landmark district, but more supportive to
the National Historic Landmark themes than of direct significance;

7-7 PSF - 3.17.93
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III. Contributing to a National Register historic district, but not to the National
Historic Landmark (the majority of resources in this category dated to the late 1920s
and the 1930s);

IV. Pertaining to the district but being of insufficient age (at the time of the survey)
or integrity to contribute to historical significance (World War II resources generally
fell into this category, as well as more modern resources); and

V. Intrusions to thq; district.

One of the goals of prodixcing a HABS historical report and inventory of contributing
buildings and structures was to assist the Army facilities engineers in the appropriate
maintenance and protection of the Presidio’s historic resources.

In 1986, the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) offered assistance to the
Presidio by conducting a Community Assistance Team Project at the Presidio. The resulting
study compiled and mapped large amounts of existing natural and cultural resource data and
also offered a Presidio land-use planning system for the Army, National Park Service, and
City and citizens of San Francisco. The study provided important information for the
context of the Landmark and developed a partial inventory of potential historic
archeological resources based on historical research. Actual reconnaissance or intensive on-
the-ground archeological survey was not conducted during the study.

An assistance project that was planned in "follow-up"” to the HABS study of the Presidio was
a maintenance plan to establish priorities and generally to aid Army facility engineers in
maintaining and protecting the Landmark’s historic resources. The Army, assisted by the
National Park Service and the Army Corps of Engineers, contracted consultants Charles
Hall Page and Associates to develop a "Maintenance Plan for Historic Structures Within the
Presidio." Following this effort the Army sought to establish the process for developing a
Historic Preservation Plan for the Presidio through a Programmatic Memorandum of
Agreement among the Presidio of San Francisco, the California Office of Historic
Preservation, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the National Park Service,
in accordance with Section 106 and Section 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act.
By 1988, scoping was also underway so the Army could prepare a historic preservation
element for their Presidio Master Plan, and a "Historic Structures Adaptive Reuse Study”
had been undertaken by contracted consultants Page & Turnbull, Inc., to examine adaptive
reuse issues in 20 different significant building types identified in the 1981 HABS study.

About that time, the National Park Service, so long involved with studies of the Presidio and
responsible for assisting in the proper documentation and protection of the Landmark,
raised a number of concerns regarding the current status of identification, evaluation, and
management planning for the Landmark’s historic resources. National Park Service
concerns included the followmg points:

7-8 ~ PSF - 31793
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A comprehensive inventory of contributing resources and historic context-based
evaluations were needed.

All component resources--buildings, structures, sites, and objects--within the district
should be considered either as contributing to the National Historic Landmark or as
noncontributing to the National Historic Landmark.

Significance categories from the HABS study of 1981 were outdated and needed re-
evaluation based on increased knowledge and perspective on resources dating from
the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s; and based on a broad re-evaluation of the district’s
period(s) of significant historical development. Preliminarily, buildings and structures
classified as Category I, II, and III in the HABS study should be considered as
contributing to the National Historic Landmark district.

Many structures, sites, and objects, not identified in the HABS study, such as utilities,
roads, airfields, parade grounds, industrial areas, encampments, and related
landscapes, constituted highly significant, but as yet not inventoried, contributing
resources to the National Historic Landmark district.

Prehistoric and historic archeological resources on the Presidio remained
unidentified.

The National Park Service effort to re-document the contributing resources of the Presidio
was, in part, an effort to address the problems raised above. This effort commenced
approximately two months before the Department of Defense announced the decision to
close the Presidio.

Additional studies have been conducted by the Army since 1988, including a Forest
Management Plan. Although never finalized because of the planned closure and transfer
of Army lands at the Presidio to the National Park Service, the draft plan provides critical
information on the history, inventory, and values of the forest plantations of the Presidio.

Following the announcement of base closure in 1989, the National Park Service has had
additional studies conducted to facilitate management planning for the eventual
incorporation of the Presidio lands into the GGNRA. Completed studies have been made
available for use in the National Historic Landmark update. Among these are a history of
the Hispanic Presidio by John Langellier and Bernard Rosen and a partial history of the
United States Presidio by Erwin Thompson with assistance from Sally Woodbridge in
architectural history. Adaptive reuse studies by Architectural Resources Group and historic
landscape studies by Land and Community Associates were in progress at the time that this
update was being prepared. Information from these studies has contributed to the
Landmark update; Thompson's work in particular has been relied upon heavily and
incorporated throughout the revised Landmark documentation. To date, comprehensive
survey work has not been completed that definitively identifies and evaluates all of the
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buildings, structures, sites, and objects on this vast reservation in full conformance with the
Secretary of the Interior's Standards; this is particularly true regarding archeological
features, and regarding sites, structures, and objects related to the designed landscape or to
Post utilities and infrastructure.

METHODS
General

The Presidio National Historic Landmark Documentation Update Project was conducted
to accomplish specific goals and used particular methods and staff in accomplishing those
goals. This section describes project goals, team composition, and issues regarding the
methods used in various parts of the study.

In 1989, prior to announcement of the Presidio’s closure, the National Park Service Western
Regional Office offered to, assist the Army in resolving preservation issues at the Presidio
by conducting a National Historic Landmark update that would establish a more
comprehensive inventory of contributing sites, buildings, structures and objects, and would
incorporate issues regarding the Presidio’s contributing historic archeological resources and
designed-landscape features. This work would be conducted with funds remaining from the
1981 HABS study and as a part of the responsibility of the National Park Service National
Historic Landmark Program to review and update the documentation and boundaries of
existing Landmarks. The work was designed to provide a solid foundation for current and
future management planning by the Army.

From 1989 through 1992, combined personnel from the National Park Service Western
Region Division of National Register Programs and Division of Park Historic Preservation
and additional consultants have undertaken a revision of the Presidio National Historic
Landmark documentation based on existing information supplemented by new research.
The project was accomplished by an interdisciplinary team effort. The following includes
the basic team members and their areas of major responsibility; it should be noted that both
Alley and Barker were called in to lead and complete the project after its initial "start-up"
had already been undertaken.

* Paul Alley--Architectural Historian; currently Architectural Historian with National
Park Service Western Regional National Register Programs

Editor; Co-team leader. Responsible for project coordination, editing of all
texts, addition of significance and descriptive text to existing historical
narratives, all information related to architecture, and verification of building
descriptions, inventories, and maps.
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* Leo Barker--Historical Archeologist; currently Historical Archeologist with National
Park Service Western Regional National Register Programs.

Co-team leader. Responsible for project coordination, final production, all
information :.;related to archeology, cartographic direction, verification of
inventories, maps, historical narratives, contexts, and significance statements.

* Gordon Chappell--Historian; currently National Park Service Western Regional
Historian.

Responsible for survey of unidentified structures and objects, photographic
research, preparation of photographs, preparation of bibliography, addition of
information on historical significance and contexts, verification of inventories,
historical narratives, contexts, and significance.

* David Quitevis--AutoCad Technician; National Park Service Western Region
Information Management.

Responsible for cartographic production.
* Carey Feierabend—-Historic Architect; currently member of the National Park Service
Presidio Planning Team.

Responsible for initial identification, contexts, and narratives related to
historic landscape.

* John Langellier--Historian; PhD dissertation on the Presidio of San Francisco; former
Presidio Historical Officer; founding Director of Presidio Army Museum; currently
Director of Historical Research, Gene Autry Western Heritage Museum.

Responsible for Hispanic and United States historic contexts and initial draft
of historical narratives.

* Sally Dean--Archeologist; former employee, National Park Service Western Region
National Register Programs.
First projecté!"coordinator. Responsible for project "start-up" and initial format
of documentation in historical narratives.

(In addition, the team consulted Col. Herbert M. Hart, U.S.M.C. retired, and author
of a series of books on forts and garrisons west of the Mississippi; and Col. Milton
B. Halsey, U.S.A. retired, Executive Secretary of the Fort Point and Presidio
Historical Association, and an authority on coast defense and Army posts
nationwide.)
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The goals of revising the documentation were to develop the following:

adequate documentation on the context and significance of the Presidio National
Historic Landmark district and its contributing resources based on the integration of
all existing Presidio historic studies along with some new research, as possible (due
to constraints of time and funding, the study had to be based largely on published
works and other readily available sources);

a more complete iﬁ{rentory of contributing resources dating through the World War
II period and including sites, structures, and objects, in addition to buildings;

documentation and analysis based on the consideration of the Presidio National
Historic Landmark district as a historic designed landscape; and

historical research to locate and establish the significance of areas of exceptional
archeological significance that would contribute to the Landmark.

A holistic approach was used to ensure that contributing resources were identified and
evaluated in relation to an overall historic district and designed landscape. To this end, data
on the history, built environment, potential archeology, physiography, and landscape features
have been integrated throughout the document. All of these components, taken together
or separately as contributing resources, are significant to the Presidio National Historic
Landmark. ;

To aid the documentation of this complex Landmark, contributing resources were mapped
on a computer-assisted design system (AutoCad 11.0) to facilitate their incorporation into
automated planning processes; diskettes of these base maps will be provided to GGNRA
for management purposes. This system can be expanded in the future as greater detail is
gained on contributing resources, and can easily incorporate additional historic map sources
to aid in making reasoned management decisions based on the design intent of a particular
historic period for any grouping of buildings and structures. While the latter goal of layered
historic map sources was a subsidiary goal of the update effort, time and funding prohibited
its accomplishment.

Archeological Features

Until the 1980s, the historic archeological resources of the Presidio remained almost totally
unknown and were typically left unaddressed in historic preservation activities. No
archeological investigations were conducted even when substantial additions were made to
the Officers’ Club in 1976 in an area directly atop portions of the Spanish Colonial
quadrangle and on the sites of later buildings constructed in 1865. Survey efforts at the
Presidio continually focused on the built environment, and to date [1992], no intensive
archeological survey has been conducted on any portion of the reservation, although minor
reconnaissance surveys were conducted by GGNRA on leased Presidio lands.
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The only directed historic archeological assessment conducted to date at the Presidio was
a focused backhoe testing program conducted by Vance Bente of Woodward and Clyde
Associates in coordination with the United States Army Toxic and Hazardous Materials
Agency (USATHAMA) toxic waste study for the Presidio Army-to-National Park Service
transition. Historical research suggested that a substantial cemetery once existed behind the
old Marine Hospital, demolished in 1934. While records could not be found to determine
that the burials of the cemetery had been relocated, the Army assumed that a relocation had
taken place. In 1990 Bente conducted a test excavation in an area presumed to have been
the Marine Hospital cemetery and found the remains of several burials below almost 15’ of
concrete rubble. i

This one test demonstrated two critical issues at the Presidio. First, construction and
development episodes on this military reservation have resulted in substantial alterations in
original landforms which have probably both preserved and destroyed archeological
resources. Secondly, historic archeological remains identified from analysis of historic
sources do exist, to the extent that they have not been obliterated by cut and fill activities.

Several archeological sensitivity assessments have been developed based on historical
research. The 1986 study by the American Society of Landscape Architects included a
potential historic archeological site map based on undefined sources. The Corps of
Engineers prepared a preliminary sensitivity map based on minimal research in 1989. A
1989 submerged cultural resource assessment conducted by Jim Delgado and Stephen Haller
included numerous shipwreck sites adjacent to Presidio lands.

The current National Historic Landmark update has taken a predictive sites and sensitivity
approach to identification, of contributing historic archeological resources. This approach
was chosen because, among other things:

the Western Regional Office National Historic Landmark Program was constrained
by limited funding for the Presidio study, most of which was needed for aspects of
the update, other than archeological concerns;

the Presidio has a complex history of manipulation of the natural and built
environments that has masked and confused the surface in most locations, and
pedestrian survey would not substantially increase knowledge of the location of
historic archeological resources;

sufficient primary historical documentation existed to analyze, locate, and map key
areas of contributing historic archeological sensitivity; and

previous historic archeological studies on coeval Hispanic and United States military
sites in the West provide models for identifying features associated with specific land
uses or building types, and for evaluating the significance of such resources.

7-13 PSF - 3.17.93



MAY 01 1983

USDI/NPS NRHP Registration,,Form Section 7
Presidio of San Francisco : Introduction
San Francisco, California f Methods: Archeological Features

The predictive sites and sensitivity approach presents significant, and otherwise unaffordable,
archeological information that meets the multi-disciplinary goals of the Landmark study, and
more iinportantly provides critical information for future management of the Presidio lands
as a cohesive historic district of architectural, historic, landscape, and archeological
resources.

The update project has treated the Presidio as a single historic archeological site or
property. Because of this, the contributing archeological resources inventory is entitled
"Predicted Archeological Features." This approach was chosen because all the contributing
archeological resources are functional components of a single long-term military occupation,
thus constituting features of a single site.

Specific archeological features have been mapped with some spatial allowance for error or
distortions among historic maps, and more importantly for the expected sub-features
associated with a structure, or building (privies, trash scatter, cellars, etc.) that would yield
significant information but that would not have been noted on most historic maps.

Levels of sensitivity or value (high, medium, low) have not been identified for the
archeological feature inventory. Features are entered on the inventory if there is sufficient
information to predict a specific location for them. The only exception to this is the
mapping of areas sensitive to noncontributing prehistoric sites, an addition to the update
that provides information on the Presidio for future management decisions.

Some potential archeological features mentioned in the update are not shown on the
relevant contributing resources map. Such features involve temporary land uses such as
encampments, campsites, training areas, bivouacs, or refugee camps, which have occurred
throughout the history of the Presidio. Usually the locations of these encampments are
vaguely referenced and occasionally identified with only general locale. Because of the
undefined nature of these features, they have been noted in describing the predicted
archeological features of a particular period, but have not been placed on the predictive
map for archeological features.

With regard to archeological values, the significance of each feature varies in relation to
existing historic records and knowledge about a period and/or the potential information or
problem domains a feature might contain or address. A specific ranking (high, medium, or
low) of a feature’s contribution to the district, however, has not been made; a feature either
contributes to the Landmark district or it does not. This approach is consistent with the
evaluation of other resource types and consistent with the basic concept of a historic district,
which necessarily focuses on the level of significance for the district entity overall, rather
than on the level of significance of individual contributing resources.

A general integrity assessment has been conducted on the predicted historic archeological
features of the Presidio by Jake Ivey, National Park Service Historical Archeologist. This
assessment was based on a general reconnaissance survey of predicted locations
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supplemented by historic maps and photos to identify general levels of disturbance expected
subsequent to the period in which predicted archeological features were created; the study
does not clearly demonstrate that any predicted archeological feature has actually been
destroyed. Ivey’s study remains a set of predictions based on minimal research, and it would
be premature to eliminate features from the inventory based on information from that study
alone. It is recommended that both the predictive inventory in the Landmark update and
the disturbance assessment by Ivey be evaluated and further developed through future
historic preservation compliance actions on development/construction projects or as a part
of an active archeological program of testing and research conducted for Landmark
interpretation and management.

Discoveries of prehistoric remains also have been made at the Presidio. Seasonally occupied
and perhaps permanent prehistoric sites are expected at the Presidio because of both
substantial freshwater resources and the large estuarine lagoon and sloughs that once
extended along the waterfront in areas from Fort Point to Fort Mason. As early as 1872
a cremation burial with associated mica ornaments was found at a 6-10' depth in an
unknown location near the Presidio. In 1912, Llewellyn L. Loud of the University of
California at Berkeley recorded CA-SFr-6, the Crissy Field shell mound. This site was one
of the first prehistoric sites listed in the California archeological inventory. It was
discovered during the filling of the estuary along the Bay side of the Presidio for the
Panama-Pacific International Exposition. It was located under approximately 17" of fill, had
been exposed by looters, and was reported in the local papers. Loud was able to conduct
a small excavation and recover samples later used by Edward W. Gifford in his analysis of
the midden constituents of San Francisco Bay Area shell mounds. Apparently CA-SFr-6 was
exposed again in 1972, when a burial was discovered beneath concrete and fill in the Motor
Pool area on Crissy Field. Carbon dates suggest a date of 740 AD + /- 85 for this feature.

An effort has made to identify those areas where prehistoric sites can be expected based on
site locations known in other areas of the San Francisco region. However, prehistoric sites
within the Presidio are not specifically identified as contributing resources to the National
Historic Landmark as they are not associated with the military history which forms the basis
of Landmark designation. CA-SFr-6 and other prehistoric sites that may be located in the
future could well provide significant information on the prehistory of the San Francisco area;
this prehistory is currently;understood only from minimal work on a few site remnants at
the Bayshore Mound, Market Street, and Sutro Baths sites. Additional prehistoric resources
would be individually eligible to the National Register at a local or regional level of
significance. Native American sites at the Presidio would contribute to the Landmark if it
could be demonstrated that they were occupied during the historic period, perhaps providing
the native labor force mentioned in the Spanish colonial records. Research during the
preparation of this form has not substantiated this association.

Buildings
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The National Historic Landmark update has been based on a re-evaluation of multiple
architectural inventories previously developed for the Presidio. The result has been the
inclusion of numerous 1930s and 1940s buildings as contributing resources. Evaluation has
primarily been conducted on the exterior of buildings; interior integrity and significance has
not been assessed in this study and is only occasionally mentioned. This does not mean that
the interiors of Presidio buildings are insignificant, only that they have not been inspected
and evaluated intensively as part of this study.

Additional Landscape Features

The Presidio National Historic Landmark update has made an initial effort to identify and
explain contributing landscape features, in addition to buildings and archeological features,
that exist within the Landmark. However, the complexity of landscape alterations resulting
from both designed and unconscious manipulations during at least eight definable historic
periods has left a historic palimpsest that will require extensive research to sort out,
evaluate, and manage. Like archeological resources or the fimite histories of individual
buildings, the features of the Presidio’s historic landscape can only be outlined in the current
documentation.

Large remaining areas of historic forest plantation have been grossly mapped, based on a
reconnaissance survey conducted by Historical Archeologist Leo Barker, information from
a 1989 Forest Management Plan, analysis conducted by historic architect Carey Feierabend,
and draft historical studies being coordinated by the National Park Service Presidio Planning
Team. None of the existing plant materials of either this forest or other landscape features,
including individual trees, shrubs, lawns, flower beds, and the like, has been identified and
studied specifically or counted in the historical inventory (see "Counting Contributing
Resources" below).

Many contributing features of the landscape have not been located, as yet; this is especially
true for elements of the infrastructure for sanitation, water, utility, or other functional
systems. These elements are considered to be significant to the overall history and fabric
of the historic district if they fall within the period of significance, but were beyond the
scope of this update to study in detail. For example, pre-1945 range-and-position-finding
stations and searchlights shelters are two kinds of resources that would contribute to the
district. Many of such resources that exist at the Presidio have yet to be located, because
they are small and often concealed in vegetation or partially buried. Mention has been
made where associated resources are expected to exist but have not been recorded.

Both the Contributing Resources List and Noncontributing Resources List that are part of
this revised National Historic Landmark documentation include supplementary listings of
road corridors and of various additional landscape features. These additional features have
been identified and numbered through a partial reconnaissance survey conducted by
Regional Historian Gordon Chappell; they principally include curbs, walls, fences, gates,
stairways, tennis courts, cannon, and various other landscape construction features, often
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surrounding individual buildings and groups of buildings or defining historic road corridors.
Because of the scarcity of existing information on these kinds of resources at the Presidio,
many of the individual entries for additional sites, structures, and objects in the inventory
lists do not have specific dates of construction or creation, and most are not mapped or
included in the counts of contributing resources (sece "Counting Resources" and "Inventory
Lists").

COUNTING RESOURCES

The counting of all the resources within the Presidio of San Francisco National Historic
Landmark district has presented special challenges for several reasons: the number of
component resources is enormous, including a vast array of small structures and objects
often associated with principal buildings, building groups, or sites; many of the resources in
the district do not fall neatly into one of the National Register resource categories--
buildings, sites, structures, and objects; and some sites, structures, and objects within the
landscape have not been identified and evaluated definitively (this is particularly true for
resources concealed by vegetation and/or partially underground). For these reasons, the
figures included in the form under "Number of Resources within Property” of the
Classification section (Section 3) are approximations under the categories of structures and
objects, and do not represent the aforementioned array of small structures and objects
associated with principal buildings, building groups, or sites. In the special case of plant
materials, individual trees and shrubs have also been left out of thie "object" counts although
they have been recogmzed grossly through the identification and counting of specific
designed-landscape sites within the Presidio. These plant materials however are central to
the historic and architectural significance of the Landmark district. In terms of historic
archeological resources, the Presidio has been counted as a single historic archeological site;
this site however is comprised of 50 major areas or "features."

As supplementary information to the basic counts given under Section 3 of the form, the
following is a listing of contributing resources that includes further detail and explanation.

Contributing buildings: ~477

The buildings count for the Presidio is fairly clear cut because all buildings have been
identified on the reservation. However, there is one prevalent resource type--small
storage or sheltering constructions (e.g., sheds, acid storage, flammable storage, meter
houses, transformer vaults, film vaults)--that sometimes seems to straddle the
National Register definition of a building and of a structure. Generally, small sheds
and the like have been counted as buildings. One exception to this has been made
for a very small type of transformer vault, no taller than 5’ and displaying a
featureless concrete construction.
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Two similar resource types that also seem to straddle the National Register definition
of a building and of a structure are isolated fire (gun) control stations and searchlight
shelters. These types have been counted as buildings although both are small, simple
constructions in concrete, and some of the fire control stations are partially
underground. Several other defense constructions, built partially underground, are
counted as buildings; major exceptions to this are the batteries and mine casemates
and the fort at Fort Point (see explanation below, under structures).

Contributing Sites: 11+
Historic/designed I%.ndscape sites: 10+

In the broadest consideration, the Presidio constitutes a single historic designed
landscape site although it is comprised of several clearly separate and discernible
component sites. For this study, however, the larger and more easily defined of these
component sites have been counted individually due to the vastness and complexity
of the Presidio landscape overall. Both designed-landscape and natural-feature sites
have been considered and include Lobos Creek, Mountain Lake, the Main Parade
Ground, the San Francisco National Cemetery, the Presidio Golf Course, the Fort
Winfield Scott Parade Ground, Crissy Field, and the Julius Kahn Playground.
Additionally, the one land-form element included in this count is Fort Point, which
forms the southern half of the Golden Gate strait and on which was located the
eighteenth-century castillo as well as the existing fort dating from the 1850s. The
reservation does include other identifiable and discrete land-form features, such as
Baker Beach and various hills that informed the historic development of the Post;
however, none of these features possesses the physical prominence and historical
primacy of Fort Point. Finally, the historic forest plantation is counted as a single
site although it exists in several discontiguous areas of the reservation.

The description and significance texts of the form focus at length on the design
significance of the siting of two groups of residences--one along Infantry Terrace and
the other along Kobbe Avenue; this siting includes large lawns and a system of
handsome stone retaining walls and steps. These landscaped groups however have
not been counted as sites; nor are the associated structures counted individually (see
"structures"” below).

Other buildings at the Presidio (e.g., the NCO/EM Club--No. 135, and two of four
general’s residences--Nos. 1 and 1332) were designed to have extensive surrounding
areas of landscape that are carefully maintained and appear to be highly intact and
significant. These liowever have not been counted as separate sites.

Archeological: 1

i
3
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This historic archeological site includes 50 major areas identified as archeological
"features." The study has considered the archeological remains of the Presidio to be
components and features of a single historic archeological site. Archeological
features are numbered, except those that either do not contribute or for which the
team could not determine a specific location. Archeological feature numbers are
preceded by 'F'. Areas of known or predicted prehistoric potential are identified by
P’ and do not contribute directly to the Landmark.

Contributing structures: 166+
Road corridors: 113

Although the roads form an entire interconnected system, the road corridors at the
Presidio have been identified and counted separately rather than as a single
structure, because they date to different periods of development, and because there
are both contributing and noncontributing corridors.

Many structures associated with the road corridors, such as curbs, circles, retaining
walls, small bridges, and the like, have been identified by a partial reconnaissance
survey and included near the end of the Contributing Resources List, under the
heading of "Additional sites, structures, and objects” (see the inventory lists at the
end of Section 7). Such structures and systems of structures have not been included
specifically in the count for contributing resources, but are considered important.

Walls, fences, and entrance constructions: 2+

The system of walls and entrances that demark the reservation’s south and east
boundaries has been counted as a single structure, although the wall exists as a series
of passages built from the 1890s well into the twentieth century, and although several
of the gates exist as distinct and highly significant architectural pieces. The system
of walls, fences, and entrances that bounds the San Francisco National Cemetery.
(counted as a separate site within the district) has been counted as a single structure,
although the walls and fences exist in a series of passages built from the 1880s
through the 1930s, and although the Cemetery’s early ornamental cast-iron entrance
gate and its later grand entrance construction stand as two clearly discrete and highly
significant architectural features.

Individual retaining walls and steps and systems of retaining walls, fences, steps, and
related structures exist at the Presidio, and many of these have been identified by a
partial reconnaissance survey and are included near the end of the Contributing
Resources List, under the heading of "Additional sites, structures, and objects" (see
inventory lists at the end of Section 7). These structures and systems of structures
are often associated with existing buildings or groups of buildings. They have not
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been included speciﬁcally in the count for contributing resources, but are considered
important.

Batteries and casemates; fort at Fort Point: ~17

Batteries and mine casemates are related resource types that seem to straddle the
National Register definition of a building and of a structure. Although the several
batteries and the two mine casemates extant at the Presidio usually include
substantial enclosed chambers (often underground) for human activity, shelter, and
storage, the choice was made to categorize these constructions as structures rather
than buildings due to the prominence and importance of the extensive earthworks,
emplacements, and breast-height walls that essentially define these resource types.

A discernible historic battery has sometimes been counted as a single structure
although comprised of distinct coinponent parts, such as emplacements, magazines,
and berms. On the other hand, buildings that are functionally related to but distinct
within the battery construction have been counted individually.

In some ways similar to the batteries and mine casemates, the fort at Fort Point also
straddles the National Register definition of a building and of a structure. Although
a major section of this large construction is devoted to quarters, the choice was made
to categorize the fort as a structure based on its predominant function as a
fortification and predominant form as a tiered series of casemates.

Miscellaneous: 34 +

Other types of structures counted at the Presidio include the large rostrum
construction at the National Cemetery, seven tennis courts, three wharf-related
constructions, four vehicle sheds, three fuel storage tanks, and a grease rack.
Additionally, some fourteen structures associated with the Post's water and power
supply and fire safety system have been counted; one of these constitutes a system
of five nearby transformer vaults. Also, two seawalls have been counted separately;
one of these, the :seawall around Fort Point, is comprised of several different
passages of construction completed from the 1860s well into the twentieth century.

The various earthworks forming the 18 holes of the Presidio Golf Course have not
been counted individually (the course overall has been counted as a single designed-
landscape site).

Contributing objects: 8 +

The only contributing objects included in the count are six seventeenth-century
cannon that have direct association with the Castillo de San Joaquin and two
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nineteenth-century cannon that were located historically at the fort at Fort Point or
the nearby Battery East.

A myriad of small objects, such as flagstaffs, signs, markers, and posts, exists at the
Presidio, often in association with buildings and groups of buildings, road corridors,
and designed-landscape sites. Some of these objects have been identified by a partial
reconnaissance survey and are included at the end of the Contributing Resources
List, under the heading of "Additional sites, structures, and objects" (see inventory
lists at the end of Section 7). These objects have not been included specifically in
the count for contributing resources, but are considered important.

One highly significant group of such objects is comprised of the some 30,000
tombstones at the National Cemetery, many of which date to the nineteenth century
and are sculptural in nature. Another highly significant group of such objects is the
vast number (in the 100,000s) of contributing trees and shrubs planted during the
historic period, often in accordance to a comprehensive forestation plan.

Information on exactly which resources have and have not been counted individually is
included within the inventory lists (see explanation directly below and the lists themselves
at the end of Section 7). -
INVENTORY LISTS
The inventory of the Presidio of San Francisco National Historic Landmark district is
comprised of two principal lists: the Contributing Resources List and the Noncontributing
Resources List. The lists are arranged in numerical sequence using numbers assigned by
the Army; where no numbers have been assigned, the documentation update team created
a new numbering series. The two lists are followed by a listing of unassigned numbers.
The Contributing Resources List is divided into five sections:

Sites, Buildings, Structures, and Objects

Road Corridors

Additional Sites, Structures, and Objects

Predicted Historic Archeological Features, and

Areas of Known or Predicted Prehistoric Archeological Potential

The first section, "Sites, Buildings, Structures, and Objects," includes resources in the district
that have been specifically mapped and numbered by the Army; the single exception to this
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is the group of buildings comprising the Fort Point United States Coast Guard Station, for
which the update team assigned numbers in a 1900 series. The second section, "Road
Corridors," lists historic roadways identified by current road names and assigned numbers
in a 2000 series. The dating of these road corridors, which is based primarily on historic
maps, is often approximate rather than exact. Road corridors have been classified and
counted as structures (see,"Counting Resources" in the Section 7 introduction).

The third section, "Additional Sites, Structures, and Objects," is a supplementary listing of
landscape features that have been identified and numbered in a 3000 series through a
partial reconnaissance survey conducted by Regional Historian Gordon Chappell. The
majority of these features are not mapped or included in the counts of contributing
resources (see "Methods" and "Counting Resources," above). While preliminarily it is
believed that all of these features are over S0 years of age, it is possible that some features
may be more recent than the Landmark’s period of historical significance and therefore
should be moved to the Noncontributing Resources List; exact dating and the verification
of dating for all of the landscape features identified in the partial reconnaissance survey
were outside the scope of the survey.

Archeological features are listed in the fourth and fifth sections. The numbering for the
predicted historic archeological features, distinguished with an 'F' prefix for "feature," follows
the chronological sequence of the features themselves, starting with the 1776-1846 remains
of the original presidio. The four known or predicted areas of prehistoric archeological
potential are differentiated from the historic archeological features by a new sequence of
numbers with a "P’ prefix for prehistoric.

The Noncontributing Resources List has essentially the same sections as the Contributing
Resources List, without of course listings of archeological features.

Both the Contributing Resources List and the Noncontributing Resources List include a
"Notes" field in which various descriptive and historical information has been provided, as
available. Such information has not been included systematically and consistently for each
entry on the lists. The most important use of the "Notes” field has been to indicate
individual resources that have marginal integrity, contribute only in an ancillary or
supporting role, and/or need further study for evaluation; notes of this nature are
highlighted in boldface type to distinguish them from other information in the "Notes" field.
Additionally, information on resource type (mainly to distinguish sites, structures, and
objects from buildings) and related information on resource counting have been included
in the inventory; such information appears primarily in the "Name/Function" field and is
enclosed in brackets. i
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Maps showing contributing and noncontributing resources have been created on a computer-
assisted design system (AutoCad 11.0) to supplement the written and photographic
information of the National Historic Landmark documentation. Diskettes of these base
maps are being provided to GGNRA for planning and management purposes. The
following is a list of the major supportive maps accompanying this form (see attached "Maps
and Figures Folder"): i

U.S.G.S. 7.5 map entitled "San Francisco North, California"

U.S. Army Presidio of San Francisco, 1987.
Prepared by Master Planning Branch, Division of Engineering and Housing, Presidio,

San Francisco.
Contributing Buildings, Structures and Historic Road Corridors: Presidio of San Francisco
National Historic Landmark District, 1992.
Prepared by Division of National Register Programs, National Park Service, Western
Region, San Francisco.
Predicted Archeological Features and Historic Forest Plantation: Presidio of San Francisco
National Historic Landmark District, 1992.

Prepared by Division of National Register Programs, National Park Service, Western
Region, San Francisco.

Additional cartographic documentation has been compiled to facilitate the nomination (see
attached "Maps and Figures Folder"). They include:

Figure 1. Moraga Plan of Presidio of San Francisco, 1776.

Figure 2. Cordoba Plan for Revision of Castillo de San Joaquin, 1794.

Figure 3. Field Map of Fort Point Showing Remains of Castillo de San Joaquin, 1847.
Figure 4. Sketch of Presidio Main Post, 1852,

Figure 5. Wheeler Map of Fort Point Area, 1870,

Figure 6. Plan for West }and East Batteries Showing Detail of Fort Point Area, 1872.
Figure 7. Map of Presidio Main Post Area, 1872,

Figure 8. Map of Presidio Main Post, 1879.
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Figure 9. Map of Presidio of San Francisco, 1879.
Figure 10. W.A, Jones’ 1883 Tree Planting for Presidio
Figure 11. Map of Presidio, 1903

Figure 12. Panama Pacific Exposition, 1915
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE DESIGNED LANDSCAPE

INTRODUCTION

The following historical narrative describes the development of the Presidio of San
Francisco as the evolution of a vast and complex designed landscape, and is presented
chronologically within nine successive periods of district development: Spanish-Mexican
Settlement, 1776-1846; Early United States Occupation, 1846-1860; Civil War, 1861-1865;
Indian and Military Affairs, 1866-1890; Nationalistic Expansion, 1891-1914; World War I,
1915-1918; Military Affairs between Wars, 1919-1940; World War 11, 1941-1945; and To the
Present. Within each period, the narrative is organized geographically, within the areas of
the Post defined above. Following the narrative is detailed information on existing
contributing and noncontributing resources.

While the description of the designed landscape is in the form of a historical narrative, it
focuses primarily on existing resources and includes extensive descriptive information on the
present appearance of these resources (this information is amply supplemented by the
individual resource descriptions contained further on in the subsection "Contributing
Resources"). Some basic information on sites, buildings, and structures that no longer exist
has been included as well, as it relates both to standing resources and predicted historic
archeological features. Throughout the narrative, care has been taken to distinguish extant
resources from those that'no longer exist.

SPANISH-MEXICAN SETTLEMENT, 1776-1846

The 3000 varas of land set aside for the Presidio de San Francisco by Juan Bautista de Anza
consisted, as it does today, of low hills and valleys bordered on the west by the precipitous
cliffs and narrow sand beaches of the Pacific coastline and on the north by the gentler
coastline of San Francisco Bay. The northernmost reaches of this land form a point at the
meeting of these two coastlines. On this high Punta del Cantil Blanco [point of the white
cliff], de Anza first placed a cross to claim the land for Spain. To the east of the point
extended a long sandy spit enclosing a seasonal freshwater lagoon, which constituted part
of a large network of bayshore salt marshes and sloughs. De Anza placed the eastern
boundary east of a major hollow; the boundary was oriented roughly north-south. The
southern boundary traversed the slopes of a ridge and included within Presidio lands the
Laguna de la Presidio de San Francisco (Mountain Lake), and the Arroyo del Puerto (Lobos
Creek).

Then, as now, the region along the Pacific coastline was strongly affected by dominant winds
from the west and northwest. Moreover, the geographic location of the Presidio
immediately south of the gap in the Coast Ranges, now known as the Golden Gate,
accounted for exceptionally windy conditions and for the formation of large active sand
dunes. Dunes were located in the southeast, southwest, and northwest areas of the Presidio;
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elsewhere the hills and valleys were covered only by grasses and low-lying plants. Despite
these conditions, the lands of the reservation were made habitable by the existence of
several substantial springs with potable water located within and adjacent to the Presidio.
Important sources of water during this period included the Ojo de Agua del Polin, now
known as El Polin Spring, and Ojo de Agua de Figueroa, a spring on the southeast side of
the Presidio.

The native plant commum;:ty of the Presidio was affected by the ocean, wind, topography,
and the sandy substrate. The early flora of the site has been described as follows in the

Presidio of San Francisco Forest Plan:

Evergreen woodlands, riparian thickets, chaparral, coastal prairies, and dune
grasslands formed distinct botanical communities...The Anza expedition [1776]
described the area near Mountain Lake and the high tableland,...extending northward
to Fort Point, as treeless and covered with a growth of grass, yerba buena [a trailing
perennial, evergreen herb], lilies, and wild violets....Not far to the east of Mountain
Lake there was an abundance of live oaks....During the Spanish period, the largest
oaks and thickest chaparral of San Francisco probably grew on these hills, whereas
the dune-sand areas to the north and south were largely covered with grass and other
herbs....By 1820, the following trees had been described in the Presidio area by
explorers:

(common name) (botanical nomenclature)
Pacific madrone Arbutus menziesii
Toyon i} Photinia arbutifolia
Pacific wax myrtle Myrica californica

Holly leaf cherry Prunus ilicifolia
California bay laurel Umbellularia californica
Coast live oak Quercus agrifolia
California buckeye Aesculus californica
Yellow willow Salix lasiandra

Arroyo willow Salix lasiolepis

Although not mentioned by early accounts, areas of marsh vegetation probably existed near
perennial water sources and in the vicinity of the fresh and saltwater bodies along the Bay
margin. The salt-marsh zone and sand peninsula directly north of the Presidio were often
cut off from the mainland by incoming tidal flows. This small sand peninsula came to be
called "Strawberry Hill" or "Strawberry Island" due to the abundance of wild strawberries
growing there.

4

Several natural features were necessary for the establishment of the basic triad of Spanish
settlement--the mission, the pueblo, and the presidio. These were reliable water sources,
wood for fuel and construction, pasture land, and, for a presidio, a vantage point for
defense. All of these features were available for the founding of the Presidio de San
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Francisco in 1776 and the Mission San Francisco de Asis (better known as Mission Dolores),
dedicated in that same year. The mission was located some four miles inland from the
Presidio, and was linked to the Presidio by a trail that passed near El Polin Spring. This
link reflected the close association and mutual support between the first two elements of the
triad.

The Spanish Presidio of San Francisco was established and located as a defensive military
post and consisted of two separate developed areas: the Castillo de San Joaquin, an armed
fortification, and the Presidio de San Francisco proper, which housed the garrison and
supported the administrative and training functions. The construction of the castillo began
in August of 1793 and was dedicated on December 8, 1794. It stood on the white cliff
overlooking the Golden Gate strait so that its cannon could command and control the
entrance into San Francisco Bay. It also was designed to be defensible by musket from
within the structure. Fresh water came from nearby springs and the estuarine lagoon near
the foot of the cliff.

However desirable the site of the castillo was in terms of defending the entrance to the Bay,
it was an undesirable spot for habitation. Sheltering vegetation could not take hold against
the onslaught of the high winds and dense fog that pour continuously through the Golden
Gate. The castillo was fully exposed to the weather and undoubtedly cold and damp for its
occupants during much of the year.

By contrast, the presidio was situated on the leeward side of the area’s western heights,
which provided shelter from the prevailing winds. The site, described as a "...spacious
verdant plain, surrounded by hills on every side, excepting that which fronted the port
[Bay]..." (Vancouver, II, 1798: 5), slopes gently downward from south to north towards the
Bay, affording views of Alcatraz and Angel Islands. An extensive estuary separated the
presidio from the Bay margin. Access to an anchorage was provided by the Strawberry
Island sand spit which extended along most of the bayshore. Water, wood for fuel and small
construction, and land for pastures and crops were available. Outside presidio lands but
nearby, timber could be found the Arroyo San Jose de Cupertino on the Llano de las
Robles [Oak Plain].

Both the castillo and the presidio were fortified enclosures comprised of a walled compound
surrounding and oriented toward a central open area or plaza. The buildings were all
single-story, and those of the main settlement were constructed of adobe/jacal, while those
of the fortification overlooking the Bay entrance were of adobe with an esplanade of
redwood. The geographic location of the presidio created constant building maintenance
problems, however, and the garrison was often forced to rebuild due to fog, rain, winds,
earthquakes, and probably salt in the sands used in manufacturing adobes. The history of
the presidio suggests at least three major periods of reconstruction, including:

¥
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1776-1780  Presidio I: 1776 construction destroyed by 1779-80 torrential rains;
emphasis on palisade and earthen roof construction; tents used by ship
crews assisting in construction, and for hospital;

1780-1816  Presidio II: 1780 reconstruction severely damaged by 1812 earthquake;
continued palisade and jacal construction; some principal buildings of
adobe and stone; tile roofs eventually on many buildings; and

1816-1846  Presidio III: Mission assisted reconstruction work in 1821.

The presidio buildings were grouped into a quadrangle consisting of a walled adobe
compound on three sides and a fourth, open side. To complete the quadrangle, the fourth,
or east side used a hedge or a wooden palisade. The exterior walls of the compound were
probably surrounded by a drainage ditch. During much of the Spanish and Mexican
regimes, the focus of the presidio plaza was the chapel, which projected into the plaza space.
A map based upon the colonial-period recollections of Mariano Vallejo, the presidio’s last
Hispanic comandante, depicted a cluster of trees around the exterior of the compound in
the 1820s and a flagstaff located near the middle of the plaza. All of the buildings were
about 10’ from the inner side of the wall, to allow room behind them for small cooking,
poultry, disposal, and other informal activities. The chapel was located to the south, at the
higher end of the parade ground, and extended into the plaza and beyond the wall. At least
four plans or designs of the presidio remain from this period suggesting different building
functions and locations; however, these documents have never been verified, and the exact
historic evolution of the presidio quadrangle remains an enigma.

The castillo stood on the north end of the Punta del Cantil Blanco. In the early 1800s its
original diamond-like shape gave way to a centralized "horseshoe" plan after rebuilding
became necessary. The sallyport remained on the south. By 1817, the castillo appears to
have been substantially reconstructed and revised twice following its original construction
in 1793-4. i

By the 1820s other buildings were constructed within the present Presidio boundaries, but
outside the Spanish Presidio quadrangle. The most notable of these were the Briones’
adobe, which stood on a presidial grant of 100 varas in the southeast corner of the Presidio
holdings, and an adobe building at Ojo de Agua del Polin. Records also note a liome built
of timber by Russian sailors. The somewhat sparse data from these developing land-uses
suggest that a community composed of retired soldiers and others was slowly emerging
adjacent to, but outside the fortified walls of the presidio quadrangle.

The Rancho del Rey, originally located within Presidio lands in 1777 but later moved
outside for better pasturage, was an important presidial component established to provide
fresh meat to the inhabitants. It included livestock owned by the Presidio’s garrison and
their dependents. Families who lived within the quadrangle or near to it also planted
vegetable gardens close by, possibly in the vicinity of springs like El Polin or the Ojo de
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Figueroa. Available wood near the site was quickly depleted, and the lush native pasturage
was soon reduced by the herds of animals to rocky, barren sand patches and shifting dunes.

Natural resources at the Presidio appear to have changed little until the introduction of
cattle. California-wide studies have demonstrated a significant and radical decimation and
replacement of native grasses by foreign species beginning in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth century. It is also probable that there was an accompanying increase in species
of brush. Accounts from the 1840s suggest that pastures on the Presidio had been over-
grazed to such an extent that sand dunes, which were previously stabilized by native
vegetation, were again moving.

The northern bayshore of the Presidio offered adequate anchorage for supply vessels as well
as a place for occasional bull and bear fights, which provided entertainment for the region’s
soldiers, settlers, and occasional visitors.

The main circulation routes in the area were centered on the presidio, connecting it with
the castillo, El Pozo de Marinero [presidio anchorage], El Polin Spring, and the Mission San
Francisco de Asis. There:may have been routes to Mountain Lake and Lobos Creek as
well. Later in the period, a route connected the presidio with the growing pueblo of Yerba
Buena, which began as a settlement early in 1835 (renamed San Francisco in 1847).

Following the founding of the Republic of Mexico in 1820 and the secularization of the
California missions in the 1830s, the majority of the Spanish mission lands were removed
from Franciscan control, the once frequently travelled road connecting the presidio and the
mission fell into disuse, and the military fortifications of the presidio and castillo began to
deteriorate with decreasing military concern and maintenance. The lands bordering the
presidio, which had belonged to the mission, were divided into large tracts and developed

as ranchos, such as Rancho Ojo de Agua de Figueroa along the current southeast boundary
of the National Historic Landmark.

EARLY UNITED STATES OCCUPATION, 1846-1860

The United States seized California from Mexico in 1846, and by March of 1847, volunteer
troops serving the United States arrived at the deserted presidio. On November 6, 1850,
the Presidio reservation was officially set aside by Executive Order and boundaries were
established. These mitial boundaries were modified slightly in December 31, 1851, and
approximate the present-day boundaries of the Presidio. From the first United States
occupation until the beginning of the Civil War, the Presidio underwent a slow transition
from a much dilapidated Spanish-Mexican outpost of adobe fabric to a small mid-
nineteenth-century United States military reservation in the far West. During the period,
a brick fort (extant) was constructed at the strategically important site of the Punta del
Cantil Blanco, where stood the Castillo de San Joaquin. In preparation for the new fort the
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castillo site was leveled from its 96’ height to a platform just 15’ above the water; the
Castillo de San Joaquin was of course destroyed in the process.

In the 1850s the Presidio of San Francisco, newly occupied by the United States, consisted
of buildings facing the ope'n parade ground of the old Spanish Presidio, with the east side
closed only by a fence, as it had been during part of the Spanish-Mexican period. Adobe
buildings from the Spanish-Mexican period were maintained, modified, and used whenever
possible; mention is made of temporary log barracks in the 1850s; and by the mid-1850s, a
few whitewashed wood-frame buildings, as well as low whitewashed fences, were added
along the west side of the quadrangle. Today, only portions of one of the buildings that
existed during this period remain, as incorporated into the Officers’ Club (No. 50),
remodeled in 1933-1934, and the general character of the landscape has been vastly
transformed by later afforestation, landfill, and construction programs.

Although the early growth of the City of San Francisco was densest on the eastern side of
the San Francisco Peninsula, dispersed pockets of settlement extended as far west as Black
Point (present-day Fort Mason) and encircled the area known as "Washerwoman'’s Lagoon,"
the city-occupied portion of the great estuary system between Black Point and Fort Point.
To the southeast were public cemeteries such as Lone Mountain. Within the reservation,
active sand dunes and the general lack of vegetation provided the United States Army
garrison with what was described as a bleak and windy situation." In 1857, W.P. Blake
further observed: :

...on the Pacific side of the San Francisco peninsula there is an extensive sand-beach
[Baker Beach], reaching for several miles north and south, and a long distance
inland. A wide area is thus covered by loose, dry sea-sand, and it has the aspect and
character of a desert. This sand is moved about by the wind and is constantly
progressing inland, being thrown into wave-like hills, which move forward and bury

shrubs and trees that lie in their path (Presidio of San Francisco Forest Management
Plan 1990: 2-2).

The landscape of the Presidio, as evident in an 1858 photograph, was entirely devoid of
trees and consisted only of grass-covered hills and barren sand dunes. In 1859, it was
observed that because both soldiers and civilians had cut down "the thickets of scrub oak,
etc." for fuel, "scarcely a tree [was] left for ornament or use" (Thompson and Woodbridge,
1991: 36).

The primary entrance from San Francisco into the Presidio was from the east, near present-
day Lombard Street. This route ran as far as Washerwoman Lagoon to the east and was
a wide roadway before entering thie Presidio boundary. Within the Presidio, the road forked
to continue to the Main Post, Fort Point, and the anchorage. Secondary roads were located
along the southeast boundary leading to the public cemeteries and possibly to Mountain
Lake, Internal routes within the Presidio included a path encircling the interior of the
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former quadrangle and additional paths along the east boundary. A looped path to El Polin
Spring replaced the route to Mission Dolores.

During the first 14 years of United States occupation, the garrison functioned within the
remains of the Spanish quadrangle. The walls surrounding the Spanish-Mexican presidio
had collapsed. Nonetheless, the adobe buildings on the west and south of the quadrangle
remained. As the quadrangle developed under the United States occupation, a new order
emerged that reflected the.cultural change from the Spanish-Mexican walled quadrangle to
the United States Army’s more public and accessible Main Post.

During this period, the anchorage was still located to the north of the Main Post. El Polin
Spring and other nearby springs were dammed to supply water to the Main Post. In
addition, Lobos Creek supplied water to San Francisco via a flume constructed in 1856-1857.
Remains of the flume and its tunnel through the cliff at Fort Point exist along the northwest
edge of the Presidio. Also, the City of San Francisco attempted to draw water from
Mountain Lake, transporting it by various ditches, wells, and pipes through the area south
of El Polin and adjacent spring areas. These water-control activities left substantial
topographic alterations, visible on most maps of the nineteenth century.

Fort Point

In 1853 the 100'-high Punta del Cantil Blanco was leveled to an elevation of approximately
10 to 15’ above the high-water line to facilitate the construction of a "Third System" brick
and masonry fort with four tiers of cannon. The construction of "the fort at Fort Point," on
the site of the former Castillo de San Joaquin continued until its completion in 1861. This
substantial operation included construction of two large administrative and industrial
subareas near the fort site: one, a wharf with shops, quarters and auxiliary warehouses,
kitchens and sinks (latrines); the other, a special cantonment for the engineers responsible
for the fort’s construction. A large civilian work force was hired for much of the work. The
fortification also included a ten-cannon battery atop the bluff behind the fort.

(Technically, the term "Fort Point" applied to the point of land on which the fort stood, not
to the 1850s fort itself, which was officially referred to as the "the fort at Fort Point" until
1882 when the Army named it "Fort Winfield Scott"; about 1912, "Fort Winfield Scott" was
expanded to include new development around Ralston and Kobbe Avenues, and today this
area is still referred to as Fort Winfield Scott, but the name, as applied to the old third-
system fort, never "took" with the public, who generally have always referred to the property
as "Fort Point.")

Main Post

1

When United States troops arrived in 1847, the remaining buildings of the Spanish-Mexican
quadrangle offered little shelter from the elements and no real defense. Almost
immediately, the troops set up a sawmill across the Bay, in what is now Marin County, in
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order to provide lumber for repairs to roofs and other much needed construction. With the
coming of peace with Mexico in 1848, this slight progress came to a halt, as the American
forces in the area were mustered out of service in large numbers. The small garrison that
did remnain declined in numbers as the soldiers deserted due to the lure of gold brought on
by the Sutter’s Mill discovery of 1848. Thus, in spite of the 1850 United States Executive
Order that officially established the reservation, the Post languished.

By 1854, an officer described the main post as a collection of "miserable adoby [sic]
buildings, the leavings of the Mexican government" (Frazer, 1963: 135). Soon after this
negative commentary, some efforts materialized to remedy the situation. The Departmental
Commander ordered a .two-story wooden barracks costing $7000 -and erected to
accommodate two companies of artillery as well as storage and medical facilities. Neat
whitewashed picket fences now replaced the former unsightly rubble on the east side of the
compound, and buildings ran the length of the old wall on one side and the partial length
of the remaining two walls. All of the buildings were apparently of adobe construction save
the new multi-purpose wooden barracks.

Further, a shift from adobe to wood construction began to transform the Spanish-Mexican
character of the original post. The new wooden barracks were followed by a guardhouse,
storehouse, and stables--all of the same material. North European traditions of wood
construction offered greater durability, given local conditions; further, lumber could be
procured with relative ease. Nevertheless, the construction efforts in this medium were far
from perfect. For example, a contract of January, 1857, for the construction of a two-story
wooden hospital, including space for two wards, a mess room, a kitchen, and quarters for
a hospital steward, as well as for one matron, cost $2,650. When completed at the west side
of the quadrangle, some pronounced it such a cheap structure that it would "not likely last
any length of time"; a newer hospital superseded it as early as 1863. Despite expenditure
of some $150,000 between: 1847 and 1860 on "repairing and erecting the miserable buildings
at the post,” the Presidio was still viewed as "a disgrace and an eyesore," which stood in
marked contrast to the "large and handsome city of San Francisco" emerging just east of the
Presidio.

THE CIVIL. WAR, 1861-1865

New construction activities at the Presidio associated with the Civil War were far more
concentrated and effectual than any undertaken previously under United States occupation.
The Civil War-era improvement programs were focused primarily on the area of the Main
Post, and accounted for the enlargement of the main parade ground and the further
transformation of the remains of the early Spanish-Mexican Presidio. While the
construction of new buildings was considerable, broader improvements to the overall
landscape of the reservation were not a principal part of Civil War-era development. By
1861 the street grid of the developing City of San Francisco had advanced westward, at least
as far as Black Point (present site of Fort Mason), but was still some distance from the
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Presidio’s east boundary. Lone Mountain Cemetery bounded the Presidio on the south, and
access from this direction was via Presidio Boulevard. The comprehensive improvement of
roads and access to the Post, however, did not occur until well after the War, as the urban
developinent of San Francisco advanced much closer to the reservation.

Fort Point

The major construction in the area of Fort Point during the period was the commencement
of a seawall (No. 996) in 1862 as part of coastal defenses. This seawall was extended
substantially during subsequent periods of development, specifically in 1909, 1915, and 1933.

Main Post

Many of the buildings constructed as part of Civil War-era improvements have been
demolished or altered during subsequent periods of development. However, several
important buildings, even as altered, remain today as evidence of the Civil War period,
including the earliest standing row of officers’ quarters at the Presidio (Nos. 5-16), the old
Post Hospital (No. 2), the garrison chapel (No. 45), the powder magazine (No. 95), a former
schoolhouse (No. 49), and the old wagon shop and quartermaster buildings (Nos. 86 and 87),
which were also used as barracks. Additionally, the locations of many of the Main Post
streets were first established during the Civil War period.

At the beginning of the Civil War expansion, three or four buildings in the location of the
old Spanish-Mexican Presidio remained along with a remnant of the quadrangle wall. New
construction activities, just to the north of the Spanish-Mexican remains, began to create a
typical Victorian-era United States Army post similar to those found throughout the
American West; the architecture at the Presidio during the period was characterized by
wood-frame buildings typical of Army posts west of the Mississippi. At the center of the
new post stretched a long rectangular grassy parade ground measuring 550 yards by 150
yards and running lengthwise, southwest to northeast; its south and west edges reflected,
with extensions, the inner iboundary of the old Spanish quadrangle. Wood-frame buildings
were constructed along its perimeter and were oriented to face this important central area.
In the middle of the parade ground stood a flagstaff.

The southwest border of the new parade ground consisted of an existing adobe (the walls
of which were later incorporated into No. 50), a new chapel (No. 45), and a new wood-
frame three-story bachelor officers’ quarters (later burned) with thirty-nine rooms in an L-
shaped plan. On the long northwest boundary of the parade ground was constructed a row
of one- and two-story barracks (demolished). In addition to barracks, this row included the
quartermaster building (No. 87), a guardhouse (demolished), an adjutant’s office
(demolished), a wagon shop (No. 86), and a non-commissioned staff quarters (demolished).
Behind this row, to the west, was a second row of newly constructed buildings that included
a bakehouse (demolished), a carpenter shop (demolished), a blacksmith shop (demolished),
two combination mess room-kitchens (demolished), a powder magazine (No. 95), and other
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outbuildings. Further west was a pair of new buildings (demolished) that served the post
sutler or trader, and across;a small stream stood another line of small quarters (demolished)
that housed laundresses. At the south end of this series was a corral (now gone). At the
north end of the laundresses’ complex, was a cemetery that had come into use in 1854, This
old burial ground was no longer active, but still present in the 1860s.

To the northeast of the parade ground were constructed three stables (demolished), a
storehouse (demolished), and another blacksmith shop (demolished or relocated). A row
of twelve one-and-a-half story houses, serving as officers’ family quarters, lined the long
southeast side of the parade ground and was oriented to face the parade ground (Nos. 5-16,
later reoriented to Funston Avenue). These quarters included kitchen spaces and attached
bathrooms and water closets. At the northeast end of this row of houses, a two-story
hospital was constructed in 1863-1864 with four wards, a morgue, and a prison wing (No.
2, later reoriented to Funston Avenue).

When completed, the buildings in the area of the new parade ground were connected by a
series of streets, alleys, and;boardwalks. Present-day Funston Avenue, Mesa Street, Moraga
Avenue, Graham Street, Anza Avenue, and Lincoln Boulevard are located, at least in part,
along the courses of these early streets. The forerunner of Presidio Boulevard was also laid
out during this period and terminated in the main entrance to the Presidio garrison, called
"The Alameda" and located in the middle of the aforementioned row of officers’ quarters. '
This entrance to the parade ground, established in the 1860s, was marked by a ceremonial
archway constructed in wood or cast-iron and a formal circle, centered in the roadway and
lined by a picket fence. Today this circle exists and is bounded by concrete curbs rather
than the original fence, or the decorative border of cannon balls that existed there during
the 1890s and early 1900s.

To support the expanded occupation of the Presidio, a new gravity-fed water system was
developed. The system, originating from an elevated cistern on Presidio Ridge, ran in front
of the row of officers’ quarters (Nos. 5-16) on the southeast side of the parade ground and
then northward to a garden plot beyond the hospital. This plot was one of several gardens
that provided fresh produce to supplement regular Army rations.

b

INDIAN AND MITITARY AFFAIRS, 1866-1890

Following the Civil War, the number of men at the Presidio varied greatly, but by 1867 the
garrison had stabilized at a permanent strength of from 200 to 300 enlisted men; by 1889
that strength had increased to more than 570 men, including 38 officers. Correspondingly,
comprehensive plans for Post expansion and improvements were formulated and partially
realized during this period. Major new construction appeared in the area of the Main Post
and at Fort Point as well as in three other distinct areas of new development associated with
a Marine Hospital, a Lifesaving Station (originally under the United States Life Saving
Service, later the U.S. Coast Guard), and a National Cemetery. The site for a Marine
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Hospital (original complex demolished) was selected west of Mountain Lake on the south
boundary of the Presidio, and the site for a Lifesaving Station (original complex removed;
two buildings--Nos. 3731 and 3732--relocated) was selected on the shores of the Bay between
Fort Point and the Main Post wharfs, in the area now identified as Crissy Field. The Post's
most recently established cemetery was designated the San Francisco National Cemetery
(extant) in 1884; it was located on 9.5 acres west of the Post's main parade ground, between
two earlier burial grounds that had served the Spanish, Mexican, and early United States
forces.

During this time the boundaries of the reservation, which had been established by Executive
Order in the early 1850s, changed only slightly. The Post’s east boundary was adjusted by
the transfer to San Francisco of a long triangular wedge to allow the boundary to parallel
the City’s street grid. Thereafter, and to the present, the west side of the street now known
as Lyon Street defined the Presidio’s east boundary.

Compreliensive road construction was a principal element of Post-wide improvements during
this period. In the 1870s, the main entrance to the Presidio from San Francisco was located
at Lombard Street on the east boundary of the reservation. North of this, also on the east
boundary, access to the Post and specifically to the Main Post wharf (demolished) and the
Strawberry Island peninsula was probably in the vicinity of present-day Bay Street and
thence northward over a small bridge (demolished) crossing the slough. Although an 1880s
street plot for San Francisco shows a Tonquin Street entry, Tonquin Street was in fact never
developed, the location being utilized first for the Panama-Pacific Exposition of 1915 and
subsequently for a Marina Green, as it is today. Secondary routes connected the Main Post
with the Marine Hospital adjacent to Mountain Lake, with Telegraph and Presidio hills, with
El Polin and Queen Springs, with Fort Point and its wharf, and with the Main Post wharf.
A path, with wood-plank crossings, looped across and around the parade ground.

In the early 1880s, the main entrance to the Presidio at Lombard Street was made more
imposing with the construction of a gate house (demolished) to the north, an orchard or
grove of trees to the south, and a "picket" fence along the eastern boundary. By this time,
another entrance led into the reservation from its southeast corner at New Cemetery
Avenue (present-day Presidio Boulevard); the route crossed the existing sand dunes on the
southern side of the reservation. The routes for present-day Lincoln, Washington, and Park
Boulevards and for Barnard Avenue were established all or in part by the 1880s as well.
An entrance was not established, however, at the southern border of the Post in the vicinity
of the Marine Hospital; rather, the Main Post-to-Marine Hospital road continued west along
the north side of Lobos Creek to the pumping station. In 1885, Lover’s Lane, perhaps the
only major thoroughfare that is straight, was constructed, connecting the "Alameda" to the
southeast entry gate.

By the end of this period, the major routes for the majority of the Presidio’s present-day
roads had been established. Most of the primary routes originated at the Main Post and
connected it with the other areas of the reservation. With the exception of rectilinear street
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layouts in special areas such as the Main Post, road construction generally followed the
natural contours of the topography. Cuts, fills, and berms were used where necessary.

Along with the construction of roads, a rail service to the Post was established during this
period. Under an agreement with the Commanding General, approved by the Secretary of
War on May 2, 1881, the Presidio Railroad Company was authorized to build a steam
railroad that used small {dummy" steam locomotives and clerestory-roofed coaches to
provide essentially suburban passenger transportation to and from downtown San Francisco.
Constructed finally in November of 1881, its track curved from near the northeast corner
of the reservation southwesterly to a point just northeast of the Post Hospital (No. 2).
Previously the public had to rely on wagons, carriages, and government launches.

In terms of the general landscape of the Presidio, few improvements had been effected
during the Civil War period despite the considerable building activities at the Main Post
undertaken in association with wartime expansion programs. In the aftermath of the Civil
War period, then, the central areas of the reservation remained largely pasture lands, and
sloughs existed along the north shore, with beaches along the north and west shorelines.
Large sand-dune areas spread over the southeast and southwest corners of the reservation
and in an area southeast of Fort Point, which in a later period would be developed as Fort
Winfield Scott. Even the Main Post was dominated by dusty gravel-covered expanses,
generally devoid of trees and other landscape amenities. Through the decades following the
Civil War, particularly the 1880s, the largely undeveloped lands of the Presidio were to
undergo sweeping improvements including extensive afforestation, the reorientation of
buildings, the construction:of fences and gates, and the introduction of landscape amenities
around buildings and in other outdoor areas.

Of all these improvements, it was the afforestation of the reservation that was the most far-
reaching development of the period. As early as 1883, Maj. William Albert Jones, an
engineer at department headquarters, developed a comprehensive afforestation plan under
the direction of the Commander of the Department of the Pacific. Jones’ "Plan for the
Cultivation of Trees upon the Presidio Reservation," though not substantially implemented
until the 1890s and early 1900s, established the wooded character of the Presidio, which has
continued to the present day. Tree plantations, following the plan, consisted of eucalyptus,
several types of pine, acacia, and other species, set in ordered rows on the ridges and hills
of the reservation and along its boundaries. Large areas of trees still stand east of the Main
Post and elsewhere on the reservation, as evidence of Jones’ seminal concept and of the
later implementation and development of that concept through subsequent periods.

The initial funding for Jomes’ plan was not obtained until 1888, under the skillful
manipulations of Brig. Gen. Nelson A. Miles. Miles was able to acquire funds for both
planting trees and improving the reservation’s system of roads indirectly through the
existence on Post of the National Cemetery, designated in 1884. These funds came on June
4, 1888, by way of an act of the United States Congress granting $10,000 for "the
construction and repair of the roads from the entrance of the Presidio at San Francisco,

7-36 : PSF - 3.17.93



it

USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form . Section 7
Presidio of San Francisco Development of the Designed Landsca
San Francisco, California Indian and Military Affairs, 1866-18

California, to the national cemetery on the same, and the fencing and protection of the
reservation..." Miles was not satisfied with this sum and its limited results; most
immediately, he wanted a new road to connect the reservation with Fort Mason to the east.
Regarding this, the Secretary of War responded that because such a route would have to
pass over city land, it could not be approved except in an instance where passage to a
National Cemetery was involved. Miles took this cue and lobbied for funds to accelerate
road construction, including a route connecting the Post’s National Cemetery to Fort Mason.
In March 2, 1889, another bill, championed by Senator Leland Stanford, gave the required
sum of $38,000 for "a road on the south line of the reservation” with a permanent gateway
and entrance at 1st Avenue (now Arguello Blvd.) for access to the National Cemetery. Also
as part of the bill, the sum. of $10,000 was made available "for trees, planting, etc., and the
reclamation of the sand dunes...as a protection of the water supply." The San Francisco firm
of L.W.H. Green received the contract to undertake these improvements, and the project
got underway. It was stopped once, but only briefly, by Miles who contended that the job
was not being done to the best advantage of the government. By 1890 the annual report by
the Secretary of War indicated that as of November 1, 1889, the contractor had been paid
for the planting of "47,127 trees, all of which were in flourishing condition" and that "35,372
trees raised at the nursery [established at the Presidio] were transplanted during the year
and 80 acres of land broken and put into condition for tree planting."

Associated with the afforestation of the reservation was the development of the Post’s water
sources. Plan drawings of the late 1870s through the early 1880s depict improved water
systems with more and larger reservoirs, dammed spring ponds, well drilling, and pumping
and piping for domestic water use and for fire protection. A pump house at Mountain Lake
pumped water to a reservoir east of the Lake, which supplied Fort Point, Alcatraz, Point
San Jose, and the City. Ajpump station was located on Lobos Creek, and a reservoir was
constructed near Telegraph Hill. The Spring Valley Water Company constructed a flume
that ran from the Lobos Creek reservoir to Fort Point, the Main Post, and then to San
Francisco for the city water supply. Water from the flume was forced by windmill and mule
power into a reservoir at the higher, southern end of the Post, whence it was distributed
through piping to the different buildings. Queen Spring, located southeast of the Presidio,
was channeled to a reservoir at the south end of thie Post from which it ran downhill on a
north-south route behind the garrison chapel, along the west edge of the east barracks to
a garden area. Culverts drained the main parade ground toward the Bay to ensure that the
run-off did not transform the area into a bog.

Fort Point

In 1868, a decision was made to erect two major new batteries on the precipitous bluffs to
the east and south of Fort Point. These were important strategic defense sites overlooking
the Pacific Ocean and the Bay. The front of the batteries would face outward, over the
water, while the backs would rest on relatively level grade. The batteries would be
comprised of a line of pairéd gun platforms protected behind a massive bermed parapet, 20/
in thickness and constructed largely of sand. To strengthen and support the parapet, breast-
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high retaining walls, 4’ in thickness and constructed of brick and concrete, would rise directly
in front of each pair of platforms. Brick magazines would be constructed between the
paired platforms and surmounted by additional earthworks for protection.

Except for the use of more "permanent" brick and concrete, the design of these batteries was
identical to temporary field fortifications constructed of earth-and-timber during the Civil
War. The Army deemed such batteries an interim expedient, because the Civil War had
demonstrated that rifled artillery could quickly destroy a brick and stone masonry
fortification such as the fort at Fort Point. At the Presidio, then, these two new batteries,
named Battery East and Battery West, were built from 1870 through 1876 to supplement
the defenses at Fort Point temporarily until Army Engineers could find some solution for
the obsolescence of existing "Third System" forts. The solution was the so-called "Endicott
System" for defenses, devised in the 1880s and fully realized in the 1890s and early 1900s
(see Nationalistic Expansion, 1891-1914).

In 1870, the construction of Battery West (extant, in part) was begun. Located on the bluff
to the south of Fort Point, the defense work was scheduled to mount 35 guns, 8 mortars, and
21 traverses. By 1873, a dozen 15-inch Rodman guns were in place. In that same year,
construction began on Battery East (extant, in part), located on the crest of the bluff east
of and above Fort Point. Plans called for 16 guns, 4 mortars, and 9 traverses at this
location, but the funding appropriation ran out in 1876 before any of the weapons could be
installed. This moratorium on funding also affected the completion of Battery West as
planned. When completed, the batteries were not landscaped and thus were visible from
the Main Post as sandy mounds on the horizon; they were self-contained and fenced in to
the rear. Today, only one gun emplacement and a couple of magazines remain of Battery
West, which was substantially destroyed in the 1890s construction of the new Endicott-era
batteries. Most of Battery East however has survived: although its eastern half now lies
buried, its western half is largely visible on the surface and includes gun platforms, brick
breast-height walls, brick magazines, earthworks, and a brick traverse tunnel.

Main Post 5

At the beginning of the period, the existing Main Post, which had been planned and
constructed primarily during the Civil-War era, was structured around the 550-yard-long
parade ground upon which fronted the surrounding buildings. On the southeast side of the
parade ground stood a particularly uniform line of individual officers’ houses (Nos. 5-16).
At the northern end of the row, the hospital (No. 2) was aligned with the houses, but
separated from them by a "short-cut" road to the west. On the northwest side was a row
mostly of barracks (demolished) that formed a continuous built boundary along the edge of
the parade ground, strengthened by repetitive porch detailing. Storage and logistic buildings
(demolished, for the most part) formed a second tier of buildings on the northwest, with a
large corral at the southern end. The northeast end of the parade ground, which had a
lower grade than the rest of the area, was a work/livestock yard zone. It included the
quartermaster’s complex (demolished, except for No. 87), storehouses (demolished), a large
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garden area, and the rifle range butts. These buildings and features were set aside from the
others by scale, mass, and function and formed the beginning of the north end’s visual
enclosure from the parade ground. The higher, southwest end of the parade ground was
defined by four individual and architecturally distinct buildings (all demolished or heavily
remodeled).

As a result of improvements to the Main Post undertaken during the 1865-1890 period and
the preceding Civil War period, much of the Spanish-Mexican construction and character
of the Presidio had disappeared. The number of new buildings erected on Post from 1865-
1890, was far less than the number erected during the preceding Civil War period. Through
the late 1870s and the 1880s, improvements to both the topography and the architecture of
the Main Post were driven largely by an effort to improve and even beautify the entire
reservation. Characteristic of this effort were programs to reorient existing buildings and
to provide attendant landscape amenities.

An early manifestation of this effort was the erection in 1875 of a lattice windbreak fence,
12’ in height and placed 36’ in front of the row of officers’ family housing (Nos. 5-16). This
fence extended the full length of the row and had right-angle extensions to the buildings.
Additionally, pines and acacias were planted as a windbreak at 18’ intervals between the
fence and the dwellings. This was an early attempt by the Army to ameliorate the effects
of the ocean winds at the Presidio through the use of landscape design features.

In 1878 or 1879, in a surprising break with United States Army tradition, the orientation of
the existing row of officers’ family housing (Nos. 5-16) was reversed so that the front yards
faced southeast towards San Francisco, rather than northwest towards the main parade
ground. Boardwalks with carriage steps at the curb were constructed in front of each of the
houses, along Funston Avenue. This project also included the remodeling of these quarters,
the similar reorientation and remodeling of the adjacent hospital (No. 2), and the
construction of another officers’ family housing unit (No. 4) on the north end of the existing
row. Additionally, a house (demolished) to serve as quarters for the hospital steward was
built between the hospital and the new officers’ quarters. Further remodeling of the row
of officers’ quarters and the hospital building was undertaken in 1883-1884. The
reorientation and remodeling of these buildings established an impressive new "streetscape"
along Funston Avenue, which exists today with high integrity to its 1880s appearance.

As part of the beautification program, the road leading to this new Funston Avenue
"streetscape” from the east was formalized with plantings, and a bandstand (demolished) was
added in the area of the "Alameda," the formal entrance to the main parade ground located
at the intersection of Funston Avenue and present-day Presidio Boulevard. In 1882, a 400-
yard rifle range was provided in the hollow east of Funston Avenue and north of the
"Alameda." By the late 1880s, however, this range was given over to the planting of trees
as part of the implementation of Maj. W. A. Jones' afforestation plan of 1883.
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Also in this area, four dwellings for officers’ families (No. 56-59) were constructed in 1885.
These large and finely detailed houses were provided with generous sites, two each on either
side of what is now the end of Presidio Boulevard leading into Funston Avenue and the
"Alameda." A pair of 1889 residences (Nos. 51 and 64), facing the reoriented row of
officers’ housing across Funston Avenue, represent further expansion of officers’ family
housing in the immediate area.

Other notable buildings that were constructed at the Main Post during this period and that
survive today include a single-story schoolhouse of 1882 (No. 49; remodeled ¢.1942) and a
new sutler’s store and residence of 1885 (No. 116; moved approximately 200" west of its
original site). Also in 1885, two new barracks were constructed at the northeast end of the
parade ground, of which only one survives (No. 36). In 1886, two earlier barracks (Nos. 86
and 87) were enlarged from single- to two-story buildings.

A major expansion associated with the Main Post occurred during this period in an area at
some distance north of the main parade ground. By the late 1870s, a new dock facility
(demolished), including a new wharf and growing quartermaster’s complex, had been
constructed east of the existing wharf, approximately due north of Mitchell Street, and was
connected to the Main Post by a new road. The slough between Strawberry Island peninsula
and the Main Post was filled to accommodate the new structures, blocking the tidal flow and
permanently connecting the peninsula to the Presidio. These facilities remained in evidence
until the 1950s. '

Through this period, the main parade ground was improved as well. Defined by surrounding
building masses and screens of vegetation, it served as the Main Post’s central outdoor
space. This space was divided into a series of smaller areas by paths, grade-level changes,
and even windbreak screens. Gates (demolished) were constructed at the west and
northeast entrances to the parade ground, and a sentry box (demolished) was located the
north end. The 1860s flagstaff (demolished), which stood just south of the center of the
parade ground, was relocated in 1885 to the west side.

Improved drainage of the Main Post site was effected as well. Due to a natural drop of one
foot in twenty, heavy rains in the area of the Main Post had never been a serious problem.
Natural drainage was aided, however, by the construction of shallow ditches around the
individual buildings. Waste water and sewage from the latrines emptied into large covered
sewers which ran on either side of the Main Post and emptied into the tidewater to the
north. Culverts drained the parade ground toward the Bay to ensure that the run-off did
not transform the area into a bog.

The garrison was provided with fresh produce from gardens located to take advantage of
the best soils and natural drainage. The main garden area was located southwest of the
parade ground near the slough and was traversed by a stream. The Spring Valley Water
Company flume ran on an east-west course through this area also. During this period, these
gardens were affected by competing uses of the area in the construction of an engine power
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station, a railroad depot, and the north end (butts) of the firing range. Additional garden
lands were located northeast of the Main Post on a level grade. Altogether, approximately
10 acres of land were dedicated to the Post gardens.

Cemetery and Cavalry Complex

While several burial grounds had existed at the Presidio through its early history, by the
1880s the Army had settled on a Post Cemetery located on a hillside west of the main
parade ground. Here, with a magnificent view of the Bay, the Army built an entrance road
and a circular drive, which, due to the rank of those interred within the circle, became
known as Officers’ Circle; enlisted personnel rested outside the circle. The Cemetery’s plan
had a southwest-to-northeast axial alignment, parallel to that of the main parade ground.

In 1884, the Departmental Cominanding General, seeking money for road improvements
and further "beautification" programs for the Presidio, succeeded in having the Post
Cemetery designated formally as a National Cemetery of the "fourth class” through General
Orders issued from the Adjutant General’s office in Washington, D.C. The cemetery, to be
known after 1884 as the "San Francisco National Military Cemetery" and thereafter just the
"San Francisco National Cemetery," occupied an area of 9.5 acres at the site of the existing
cemetery. With the designation came money for the construction of a caretaker’s residence
(remodeled as No. 151), a stable and barn (demolished), an ornate iron gate and fence
(relocated), and other improvements for the Cemetery, as well as road work and related
improvements for the entire reservation. The caretaker’s residence took the form of a two-
story red-brick building surmounted by a gable roof and configured in an ‘L’-shape plan (this
building, transformed in 1929 to a single-story "Mission Revival"-style residence, stands as
No. 151).

In 1886, the area of the Cemetery was increased to approximately 15.5 acres, and in 1887,
control of the operation and maintenance of the cemetery was formally transferred from the
Depot Quartermaster, Washington, D.C., to the Depot Quartermaster, San Francisco.
Today the area of the San Francisco National Cemetery is roughly twice its size during the
nineteenth century due to a series of later expansions, mainly to the southwest. The
southwest-to-northeast alignment of the original plan has been maintained, and the present-
day roads in the older northeast half of the Cemetery substantially reflect the location and
configuration of the nineteenth-century roads, including the focal Officers’ Circle. The
various combinations of stone rubble enclosing walls and iron fencing that existed through
the Cemetery’s early history have been extended, relocated, and replaced in the course of
twentieth-century expansion and improvement programs.

Crissy Field

In 1888 at the request of the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War William C.
Endicott transferred a small portion of Presidio lands along San Francisco Bay for use as
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a lifesaving station; under the transfer arrangement the site was subject to the Army’s recall
based on military necessity. The purpose of the station was to rescue sailors and passengers
from shipwrecks in San Francisco Bay and around the Golden Gate Strait. In 1889 the
United States Life Saving Service (now the U.S. Coast Guard) awarded an $11,100 contract
to a Baltimore firm to build the new complex, to be known as the Fort Point Life Saving
Station. Construction of the station continued into the year 1890 due to delays in obtaining
creosote-treated spruce pilings for a lifeboat launch ramp; ultimately, yellow fir had to be
substituted for spruce.

The Fort Point Life Saving Station was comprised of a station-keeper's residence, a
boathouse, and other support buildings and structures, including the aforementioned launch
ramp and perhaps a second and smaller boathouse; the Station was bounded by a white
picket fence. Early in 1915, the site of the station was moved some 700’ to the west to make
way for the Panaina-Pacific Exposition, begun that same year (see below, under the World
War I period of development). Both the original site and the relocated site, which is the
current site of the station, are located within the area of the reservation now identified as
Crissy Field. In the 1915 relocation, the station’s two principal buildings--the keeper’s
residence (No. 1901) and a boathouse (No. 1902)--were moved on to the new site. The
residence, which had been paraliel to the Bay, facing south, was reoriented at a right angle
to the shoreline, facing southeast; the boathouse was relocated east of the residence, roughly
approximating its directional relationship to the residence at the original site. The other
structures of the original station were demolished. The two relocated 1889-1890 buildings
exist today as evidence of this earlier station. Both are of wood construction with
architectural elements characteristic of the period and appear intact and in good condition.

Marine Hospital

In 1873, the War Department granted to the Department of the Treasury a revocable lease
for a tract of some 85 acres along the south boundary of the reservation to be used for the
construction of a new Marine Hospital facility. The land included Mountain Lake and its
water source, Lobos Creek. Begun in 1874, the new hospital complex opened its doors in
1875, replacing the existing facility located in the City at the corner of Spear and Harrison
Streets. The new complex, sited on a natural terrace overlooking Mountain Lake, was
comprised principally of three ward buildings radiating from a central "horseshoe drive."
Each roughly identical ward building fronted on the drive and exhibited a long rectangular
plan terminating at the rear in a small "V’-shape extension. Support buildings, much smaller
in size, were constructed to either side of these wards. Today, the site occupied by the
complex includes only some 37 acres, having been reduced by Act of Congress in 1927.
None of the buildings remains from the 1870s complex. The cemetery that served this
facility, however, does remain and lies largely beneath an extensive paved court and parking
area on a rise located near the northwest corner of the tract.
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NATIONALISTIC EXPANSION, 1891-1914

During this period, the Presidio, which already had a sizeable garrison of some 35 officers
and 500 enlisted men, increased its strength more than fourfold. Correspondingly, the
landscape and architecture of the reservation, as well as the supporting transportation and
utility systems, were intensely developed. The afforestation and road-construction programs,
conceived in the 1880s, were not realized substantially until the 1890s, as first facilitated by
the capable Brigadier General Nelson A. Miles. Between 1888 and 1897, a reported 100,000
trees had been planted at the Presidio, generally following Jones' afforestation plan of 1883;
extensive tree planting resumed after 1903. At approximately the same time, the first
programs to thin existing new forested areas were initiated. Major new programs for the
construction of buildings were realized as well, including a large new hospital complex and
prominent groups of new barracks and other housing in the area of the Main Post. Just
prior the turn of the century, the East Cantonment and adjacent West Cantonment emerged
as two new areas of occupation on Post. Starting in 1909-1910, a new parade ground and
extensive complex of buildings were created, which would be known as Fort Winfield Scott.
The sum of improvements carried out in this period very much changed the character of the
reservation. Much of the physical enviromnent of the Presidio as it exists today relates to
the Post’s turn-of-the-century and early twentieth-century development.

In Post architecture, the period was marked by the first appearance of the "Colonial Revival"
and then the "Spanish Colonial Revival" style (then called the "mission style") and by the
introduction of reinforced concrete as a common material and method of construction for
housing and other buildings. While wood-frame construction continued as well, the use of
wood as an exterior cladding, which was standard during the preceding periods of
development, became far less common; brick or stucco became the exterior material of
choice. Stone appeared as well at the Presidio, usually in combination with brick and
serving as foundations or as other architectural elements--e.g,, sills, lintels, or keystones.

One very prominent program of stone construction first appeared in 1896-1897 with the
erection of stone enclosing walls, marking and separating the south and east boundaries of
the Presidio from the City of San Francisco. As part of this program, major entrances were
constructed at Arguello (then 1st Ave.) Boulevard (No. 301), Presidio Boulevard (No. 574),
Broadway and Lyon Street (No. 578), and Lombard Street (No. 575). The bids for
construction of the walls and entrances were advertised late in 1895, and the work on the
entrances appears to have been completed in 1897, as designed by architect J.B.
Whittemore. Construction of the walls seems to have contimued through the early twentieth
century. These substantial stone walls and entrances replaced the piecemeal and less
durable wooden barriers of the 1880s. Today this system of quarry-face random-range
ashlar walls and ceremoniously marked entrances of decoratively treated pylons and iron
gates remains substantially intact although altered during subsequent periods of
development, both historic and non-historic.
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Along with the development of roads within the Post, transportation links between the
Presidio and the City were:expanded. From 1881 to 1892, the Presidio Railroad Company
had operated a steam railroad, which had provided suburban passenger transportation to
and from downtown San Francisco. Then, on June 3, 1892, this company, which had
changed its naine to the Presidio and Ferries Railroad, obtained a revokable permit to build
a double-track cable railroad, or cable car line, which entered the Presidio at Greenwich
and Lyon Streets and turned northwest to terminate near the site where the 1920 street-car
terminus building (No. 558) stands. After this line was completed, the old steam railroad
trackage, located on land now beneath the Letterman Army Hospital complex, was
dismantled. In 1906, after its tracks were damaged in the Great Earthquake, the cable car
line was converted to an electric streetcar line, which in turn was replaced in 1945 by an
electric trolley bus line.

Utilities were greatly expanded during this period as well. In the western portion of the
Presidio, a new concrete reservoir (No. 1469) was constructed in the 1897, and an electrical
substation (No. 680) was provided in 1908. Water was pumped from Mountain Lake to the
new reservoir; from there,imains carried the water to the habited areas of the reservation.
Shortly after completion::of the reservoir, the lake water was found to have been
contaminated by the Marine Hospital and therefore not potable; however, the water still
could be used for purposes other than drinking. To provide drinking water, a series of wells
were then sunk around the lake (some perhaps extant). An extensive water treatment
complex (Nos. 1770-71, 1773, 1776, 1778-79) was constructed in 1910 at the southwest corner
of the Post. In 1912 the Presidio was provided with an even larger water reservoir and
related structures (Nos. 310, 311, and 313), located roughly in the middle of the reservation.

One special use of the Presidio during this period occurred after the United States declared
war on Spain in April of 1898, and as the Presidio became the principal marshaling area for
troops bound for the Philippines. Due to the sudden swell of new arrivals to the area,
temporary camps were thrown up, much as had been done during the Civil War, and several
of these tent cities dotted the Presidio itself. Camp Merriam stood at the Lombard Street
entrance and extended north and south of this roadway; it served as a short-lived home for
the 1st and 7th California, 51st Iowa, 20th Kansas (Frederick Funston’s command), 1st New
York, and the 1st South Dakota. Named in honor of Maj. Gen. Henry Clay Merriam, the
commander of the Department of Columbia and California at the war’s outbreak, the canvas
garrison would be joined by Camp Merritt, named for Maj. Gen. Wesley Merritt. The
position of this temporary encampment was outside the southern portion of the reservation,
near present-day Arguello Boulevard and California Street. Overflow encampments also
existed in the bowl between the present Main Parade Ground and what became Infantry
Terrace to the south, and at the southern end of Funston Avenue, now known as Tennessee
Hollow.

Another special use of the Presidio occurred after the disastrous earthquake and fire of
1906. The Post itself sustained only some $130,000 in damages; this sum covered repairs
for several buildings, such as the Post’s 1904 gymnasium (No. 122), Battery Dynamite (No.

7-44 R PSF - 3.17.93



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form Section 7
Presidio of San Francisco Development of the Designed Landsca

San Francisco, California ationalistic Expansion, 1891-1914

1399), and the fort at Fort Point. Because of the relatively good condition of the Presidio
in the aftermath of the disaster, it provided order and shelter for the homeless civilians of
San Francisco. The Army set up four refugee camps in the area of Letterman General
Hospital, the present-day Post golf course, Tennessee Hollow, and at what became Fort
Winfield Scott’s parade ground; these camps constituted tent cities, and later, groups of
wooden shacks. The events of 1906 slowed new construction at the Presidio only briefly.
By 1908, building activities resumed in several areas of the Post, including Letterman
complex, Fort Point, and the area south of Fort Point, which became known as Fort
Winfield Scott.

Fort Point/Fort Winfield Scott/Crissy Field/Baker Beach

Construction began in 1893 on a new series of fortifications of reinforced-concrete
construction to replace the then obsolete "Third System" defenses of Fort Point and the
interim East and West Batteries. Battery Howe-Wagner (No. 1287) appeared first and was
followed in 1896 by Battery Godfrey (No. 1647), which was a newly developed type designed
for heavy-caliber breech-loading rifles. These batteries were followed over the next sixteen
years by numerous modern emplacements along the bluffs overlooking the Bay and ocean.
Today, many of the structures that forined this "Endicott-era” defense system remain
although all the ordnance has long since been removed.

In 1908 the Army commenced construction of a "torpedo” or mine depot east of Fort Point,
including two mine loading rooms (Nos. 985 and 986), a mine planter pier (No. 984;
reconstructed in 1941), and a fuel oil tank and pump station (no No.), located on the bluff
above. Nearby, a warehouse (No. 983) was built in 1908, and a plumbing shop (No. 989)
in 1909. While several buildings were added to this depot area in 1923 and modifications
made in 1941, the complex stands today with considerable integrity to its earliest twentieth-
century form and appearance and currently serves the National Park Service as headquarters
for the Fort Point National Historic Site.

Main Post

Several major groups of buildings from this period exist today and generally possess a high
degree of integrity. Also, a second central parade ground, created early in this period,
remains essentially intact as the focal open space of the Main Post; the ground itself,
however, has been paved extensively for parking. This parade ground (No. 94) was laid out
in the mid-1890s at a site west of the earlier main parade ground, which had been
established during the Civil War period. The 1895-1897 erection of a whole new row of five
identical brick barracks (Nos. 101-105) provided an imposing "streetscape” along the new
parade ground’s northwest border. These large, identical barracks replaced a row of flimsy
laundresses’ quarters and were designed with formal symmetry and placed in a uniform line
along Montgomery Street.
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Also early in this period, several buildings were constructed in the area northeast of the
newly established parade ground, along or near Halleck Avenue. These included two simple
buildings of wood construction, built in 1896 and serving originally as early exchange stores
for the Post (Nos. 201 and 204), two warehouses (Nos. 223 and 227) and a bakery (No. 229),
all of which were constructed of brick in 1897. Through the first decade of the twentieth
century, several similar buildings (Nos. 222, 225, 226, and 228) were added to this group
along Halleck Avenue, and the whole stands today as an intact turn-of-the-century
"streetscape" of quartermaster, ordnance, and commissary buildings.

In the area west of the new parade ground, behind the imposing row of new brick barracks,
a gymnasium was constructed in 1904 (No. 122), and senior non-commissioned officers’
duplexes were constructed in 1909 (Nos. 124-126), acknowledging that the military
profession was not necessarily a single man’s domain. Architecturally, these duplexes exhibit
classical-derived stylistic elements associated with Georgian- and Federal-era architectural
prototypes; as such, they are an early example on Post of the "Colonial Revival." Perhaps
the first clear example of a predominantly "Colonial Revival" design in Post architecture
appeared in 1903 with the construction of Pershing Hall (No. 42), located south of the main
parade ground; Pershing Hall replaced the all-wood bachelor officers’ quarters, nicknamed
"The Corral," which stood on the same site until it burned in 1899. The Main Post band
barracks (No. 106), constructed in 1909 at the northeast end of the 1895-97 row of brick
barracks (Nos. 101-105), is also an early exainple of a "Colonial Revival" design in Post
architecture. The barracks (No. 100) built at the other end of the row during the same year
exhibits "Colonial Revival' elements as well.

In 1909 or 1910, at the suggestion of army engineer Maj. William W. Harts, construction
commenced on officers’ family housing (Nos. 325-345) to be arranged in a distinct grouping,
located, not across the parade ground as was the tradition, but southwest of the parade
ground, within a new S-shaped "streetscape" along Infantry Terrace and extending onto
Arguello Boulevard. These large, stately houses and duplexes were positioned along the
terrace to command the curving hillside, thus reflecting and taking advantage of the Post’s
rolling topography and providing each residence with striking views of the Bay. The designs
for these houses and for almost all of the major buildings added to the Main Post during
this period were derived from standardized designs developed in the Office of the
Quartermaster General (OQMG) in Washington, D.C,

Cemetery and Cavalry Complex

In an area west of the National Cemetery, a new complex consisting primarily of five large
brick stables (Nos. 661-663, 667-668) was constructed from 1913-1914 and remains
substantially intact today.: Tombstones and monuments, often exhibiting fine decorative
features, were added to the National Cemetery and stand today as evidence of the
Cemetery's continuing development during this period.
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Letterman Complex

The Army established and began construction on the Presidio’s United States Army General
Hospital in 1899. The "pavilion"-style complex, designed by San Francisco architect W. H.
Willcox, was to encompass a six-acre quadrangle located east of the newly established
parade ground. As built between 1899 and 1902, the complex, which was of wood
construction, consisted of a central administration building and ancillary ward buildings one
to two stories in height, all connected in a symmetrical rectangular plan by a system of
enclosed breezeways or galleries. The hospital’'s own "Officers’ Row" (extant) was built in
1902 and 1908 facing O'Reilly Avenue, with a fine hospital staff parade ground (destroyed)
in front of them. In 1911 the complex was renamed Letterman General Hospital, after
Jonathan Letterman, medical director of the Army of the Potomac during the Civil War.
Several early additions were made to the original complex just before and during the World
War I period, and numerous additions were constructed thereafter. The facility, as greatly
altered and expanded over the years, continues to be identified by the name of Letterman.

Most of the original quadrangle was demolished in 1975 to make way for medical facilities
intended to support the new hospital that had opened in 1969. Currently the surviving
component buildings are in serious disrepair. These include the main administration
building (No. 1016), an original dormitory or ward (No. 1007), and a portion of the
connecting corridor system. Associated with and immediately to the east of the site of the
original quadrangle, the fine row of officers’ quarters built in 1902 and 1908 (Nos. 1000-
1004) still stands and is remarkably intact. Behind the site of the original quadrangle, to the
north, is a collection of buildings constructed between 1900 and 1920 to hiouse support
facilities for the hospital; Nos. 1040, 1047, 1051, and 1056 stand today, although altered, as
the earliest of these support buildings and date from 1900 to 1914.

Fort Winfield Scott

Constructed primarily from 1910, Fort Winfield Scott was developed to serve as
headquarters for the seacoast defenses of the Bay area and accommodate all Coast Artillery
troops at the Presidio. (Technically, the term "Fort Winfield Scott" had been the official
name for the fort at Fort Point since 1882. As the area south of the fort at Fort Point was
developed, the term "Fort Winfield Scott" was applied to the entire northwest portion of the
reservation. However, "Fort Winfield Scott," as applied to the old Third-System fort, never
"took" with the public. Hence, today the name "Fort Winfield Scott" commonly denotes only
the area of twentieth-century development south of the nineteenth-century fort.)

The major buildings of Fort Winfield Scott are extant and generally retain a high degree of
integrity. They fall into three main groups: barracks and administrative buildings facing or
near the Fort’s central parade ground; officer family housing along Kobbe Avenue, southeast
of the parade ground (including an earlier house and duplex, both dating to 1902; Nos. 1302
and 1304); and enlisted family housing east of the parade ground along Ruckman Avenue.
The 1910-1912 construction of the core barracks and headquarters building (Nos. 1201-1208;
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1216-1218) defined the new parade ground, the functional and symbolic center of the Fort.
The design of these buildings, attributed to army engineer Maj. William W. Harts and dating
perhaps to as early as the first years of the twentieth century (preliminarily, new evidence
indicates that one of the barracks may have been built in 1902, well before the others in the
group), marked the major imtroduction of the "Spanish Colonial Revival" stylistic idiom to
the architecture of the Presidio. The most basic elements of the idiom were light-colored,
often white, stucco-finished walls and red Spanish-tile or red mission-tile (also known as
barrel tile) roofs (unfortunately, many of the original Spanish-tile roofs of the Fort Winfield
Scott buildings have been replaced with flat tile). The simplicity of these buildings tends
to link them with the architectural characteristics of the earliest phase of this revival, often
identified as the "Mission Revival." Simplicity and restraint in the use of stylistic effects was
also a traditional characteristic of Post architecture.

The curving design of the Fort Winfield Scott parade ground itself (No. 1223), also
attributed to the innovation of Major Harts, contrasts the strict rectilinear placement of
Post’s Main Parade Ground, established earlier in the 1890s (No. 94). At Fort Winfield
Scott, the barracks and associated buildings that define the parade ground are lined in a
configuration rather like a backwards 'J’, which responds to the rolling topography of the
site and views of the Bay. Still, the parade ground has a formal organization as well: a
precisely north-south axis is aligned through the headquarters building (No. 1201), and the
surrounding six buildings are set in a symmetrical "horseshoe" configuration, oriented on this
axis as well; from one end of the "horseshoe," four additional buildings extend in a straight
line. Currently, the parade ground maintains its integrity as an open grassy space; a portion
of it however has been somewhat modified since World War II by the insensitive
introduction of playing fields.

Similar in placement to the buildings around the parade ground, two rows of housing at Fort
Winfield Scott, begun in 1909 or 1910, exhibit a curvilinear rather than linear configuration,
which responds sensitively to Post’s rolling topography. These rows are located along
Ruckinan Avenue (Nos. 1261-62, 1265, and 1268) and along Kobbe Avenue (Nos. 1300,
1308, 1308, 1310, 1314, 1320, 1322, 1324, 1326, 1328, 1330, and 1334). In placement, these
rows are also related to a roughly contemporary row of housing built along the sweeping 'S’-
curve of Infantry Terrace and Arguello Boulevard in the area of the Main Post (Nos. 325-
345). Further, the Infantry Terrace/Arguello Boulevard row is composed of house types
identical or very similar to some of those in the Kobbe Avenue row.

East and West Cantonments

Two new areas of occupation and construction spread to lands at the southeast corner of
the reservation during this period. These areas became known as the East and West
Cantonments and first accommodated a "model camp" set up in 1899 to instruct recruits
entering the growing ranks of the Army. New construction within these cantonments
included wooden barracks, storehouses, stables, and numerous other types of buildings and
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structures. Several wood-frame buildings (Nos. 563, 567, 569, and 572) remain of the old
East Cantonment, representing its development and character.

South Post

In 1895 a golf course was constructed within the reservation, on the largely undeveloped
lands along the middle of the Post’s south boundary. First established and operated by the
San Francisco Golf Club, the short nine-hole course had only four "greens" that were grass-
covered; the other five were sand "greens." Additionally, the fairways were dry, water being
used only to maintain the four grass greens. The San Francisco Golf Club erected a small
clubhouse as well (extant), located just outside the Post's south boundary. In 1905 as the
course was abandoned by the San Francisco Golf Club, it was reclaimed by the newly
formed Presidio Golf Club. As early as 1910, this new club may have begun a major
improvement program to increase the number of holes and to introduce larger "kept" areas
of grass; still, during this period, the landscaping was only minimal, the greens were not
contoured, and there were few if any bunkers and traps created (the general plan and
character of the present 18-hole Presidio Golf Course relate primarily to a major expansion
and improvement program undertaken in 1920).

WORID WAR 1, 1915-1918

The first major event of this period that informed the physical development of the Presidio
did not relate to the world war, but rather to an enormous world’s fair, the Panama-Pacific
International Exposition of 1915. The bulk of the site selected for the Exposition was
located just east of the Presidio, and extended all the way to Fort Mason. The site however
also included some 287 acres of Presidio lands in the northeast, which would later become
the areas of the Post known as the North Cantonment and Crissy Field; some of the area
occupied by the present-day Letterman Army Hospital and the Letterman Army Institute
of Research was included as well. Additionally, a segment of the area then being developed
for Fort Winfield Scott was utilized for the temporary encampments of the numerous
military organizations that were present at the 1915 tribute.

In preparation for the exposition, a substantial amount of fill had to be undertaken for the
lands of the Presidio along the Bay. Also, the station run by the United States Life Saving
Service, then located in this area, had to be moved to a new site farther west, near Fort
Point; this entailed the relocation of two existing buildings, dating from the 1880s (Nos. 1901
and 1902). New construction for the exposition undertaken on Presidio lands was extensive
and included the State Pavilions and the Foreign Pavilions; the United States Government
Building; the United States Army Hospital Exhibit; the livestock exhibit area and associated
buildings and corrals; a vast athletic field, race track, and drill ground; and service yards.

When the exposition closed, the YMCA building (formerly No. 69, as numbered by the
Army) was relocated to the Presidio along Lincoln Boulevard at a site across from the
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central administration building of Letterman Hospital (No. 1016). This rare reminder of
the exposition’s "Jeweled City" was demolished in 1979. Most of the other exposition
buildings, which were intended only as temporary construction, came down after closing on
December 4, 1915. Today, a permanent reconstruction of the exposition’s Palace of Fine
Arts stands just outside the reservation as a major reminder of the great exposition; its site,
which follows the Palace’s elliptical form, protrudes into the predominantly straight line of
the Post’s east boundary.

New construction at the Presidio during and in the years following the exposition was less
extensive than during the preceding period. However, numerous important buildings and
groups of buildings were added to the Post that are extant today. The areas of major new
construction on Post during this period include the North Cantonment, the Letterman
Complex, the East Cantomnent, and Fort Winfield Scott. Somne of the most notable
buildings of the period are "temporary"-type warehouses created as part of the mushroom
construction prograin precipitated by United States’ involvement in the War and constructed
nationwide. Through this program, the Presidio gained some 216 buildings, principally
barracks and warehouses. The majority of these buildings, including all the barracks, were
demolished during subsequent periods of development. The remaining warehouses, located
principally in the North Cantonment but also at Fort Winfield Scott, exhibit the spare
elements of rapid and standardized wood construction typical of such buildings.

In addition to these "temporary"-type warehouses, buildings of more substantial brick and
reinforced concrete construction also remain at the Presidio as evidence of the World War
I-era. These buildings generally followed construction programs initiated earlier in the
century and therefore exhibit design features and characteristics that had already been
introduced to Post architecture.

Main Post

A fire station (No. 218) constructed in 1917 remains today as the only World War I-era
building standing in the immediate area of the Main Post. While remodeled to keep pace
with changing fire fighting technology, the station has continued in its original use for more
than seventy years.

Letterman Complex

Letterman General Hospital was a focal area of new construction during this period. Five
major buildings (Nos. 1006, 1049, 1050, 1059, and 1060) survive from this period; these were
added to the rear of the hospital complex from 1915 to 1918 and were all constructed in
reinforced concrete.
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Fort Winfield Scott

New buildings at Fort Winfield Scott generally followed construction programs initiated
earlier in the century. Wood buildings of the "temporary" type associated with rapid World
War I expansion also appeared in the area. Today, only two small warehouses (Nos. 1230
and 1340) remain at Fort Winfield Scott as clear examples of this type.

Crissy Field 1
Early in 1918, the site of the Fort Point Life Saving Station, which had been constructed in
1889-1890, was relocated some 700’ to the west to make way for the redwood-plank
automobile racetrack and grandstand of the Panama-Pacific Exposition, begun that same
year. Both the original site and the new site, which remains the site of the station today,
are located within the area now identified as Crissy Field. In the 1915 relocation, the two
principal buildings of the original station--the station-keeper’s residence (No. 1901) and a
boathouse (No. 1902)--were moved to the new site some 700’ west of the original location.
The other buildings and structures of the station were demolished. The two relocated 1889-
1890 buildings exist today as evidence both of the earlier station and of the subsequent
move and partial reorientation of existing buildings necessitated by the 1915 exposition.

Coincidental to the station’s 1915 relocation, Congress merged the United States Revenue
Cutter Service and the United States Life Saving Service to form the United States Coast
Guard. As this newly merged agency took formal control of the relocated station at the
Presidio, they changed its official name from the Fort Point Life Saving Station to the Fort
Point Lifeboat Station, A major new boathouse (No. 1903) was planned for the station
apparently as early as 1914, but was not built until 1919, under the Coast Guard (see below,
under the next period of development). The 1915 site, necessitated by the exposition,
remained in continuous use by the Coast Guard until it was decommissioned in 1990.

North Cantonment

The demolished exposition buildings located in the area of the North Cantonment were
followed in 1917 by new Army warehouses (Nos. 1183-1189), constructed in response to
United States’ involvement in the World War. These warehouses stand as a largely intact
group along Mason Street, just inside the Marina Avenue entrance; the old railroad tracks,
located along the course of Mason Street, remain as well. Through both World Wars this
area of the North Cantommnent served as the Post’s major supply depot.

East Cantonment !

Of the more permanent type of construction completed during the period, an imposing 1917
row of officer family housing (Nos. 540-551), known as Presidio Terrace and located along
the curve of Presidio Boulevard southeast of the Main Post area, typifies Presidio residential
architecture of the early twentieth century. The curvilinear layout of the row, which ascends
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one of the reservation’s forested hills, exhibits the same sensitive utilization of the terrain
that was initiated in 1910 by the row of quarters on Infantry Terrace and Arguello
Boulevard (Nos. 325-345). In the designs of most of the individual houses and duplexes in
both the 1910 and 1917 rows, the basic elements of the "Spanish Colonial Revival"--stucco-
clad walls and red mission-tile roofs--are combined with basic forms and features traditional
to Post architecture, such as the classical-derived block format with hip roof, the
predominantly symmetrical placement of architectural elements, and the use of standard
classical-derived building elements. The combination of elements from both classical-
derived architecture and Spanish-derived architecture appears to relate to a later, more
classical phase of the "Spanish Colonial Revival," sometimes identified as "Mediterranean.”

South Post

A major improvement program underway for the then popular Presidio Golf Course was
halted in 1917 as a result of expanded military operations connected with the War. The
large open area occupied by the course was to be used as a combat training area for trench
warfare maneuvers. During this period, the area of the golf course, as well as many other
parts of the reservation, were closed to civilians.

Marine Hospital

Of the buildings added during this period to the existing 1874 hospital complex, only one
has survived: a fine residence constructed in 1915 as officer family housing (No. 1810). It
remains today as the oldest building in the existing hospital complex, which dates
predominately to 1931-1932.

MILITARY AFFAIRS BETWEEN WARS, 1919-1940

During this period, new construction expanded the two most focal of the defined areas of
the Presidio: the Main Post and Fort Winfield Scott. Building activities flourished in other
areas of the reservation as well, including Letterman complex, the North Cantonment, the
East Cantonment, the West Cantonment, the National Cemetery, and the Marine Hospital.
Further, a major building program was undertaken, that defined a whole new area of Post
construction, Crissy Field; much of this new airfield was located on landfill that had been
completed only some five years before for the 1915 exposition. These building activities
between the World Wars substantially increased the functions of the Post, along with the
physical extent of construction within the landscape of the reservation.

Design features associated with the "Spanish Colonial Revival" (first termed "mission style")
dominated Post construction during this period, thus advancing the already established
tradition of Spanish-derived architecture at the Presidio. This was the style chosen for the
enormous new building program of Crissy Field, for the expansion of Letterman Hospltal
for new buildings added to the San Francisco National Cemetery, and for all the major
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remodeling and new buildings added in the immediate surroundings of the Main Post
Parade Ground. Within this unifying tradition, however, great variety existed in the use of
the style, ranging from the massive simplicity and horizontality of Letterman’s new clinic
buildings (No. 1012-1014) to the graceful classicism of Crissy Field's administrative building
(No. 651). The admixture of classical-derived (often associated with the "Colonial Revival")
and Spanish-derived architectural sources exhibited by the latter could be said to
characterize much of the twentieth-century architecture of the Presidio overall.

The "Spanish Colonial Revival" mode generally dominated the numerous groups of family
housing constructed throughout this period, located primarily in the areas of Crissy Field,
Fort Winfield Scott, and the East and West Cantonments. However, a standardized red-
brick "Colonial Revival" duplex type, derived mainly from Georgian architecture, does
appear in two 1930s housing groups in the West Cantonment (Nos. 715-733 and Nos. 742-
760) and one built at the same time in the area of the Main Post (Nos. 127-129).
Additionally, housing at Fort Winfield Scott (Nos. 1275-1277, 1289-1291, 1293-1295, and
1297-1298), also constructed in the 1930s, represents the same basic "Colonial Revival"
duplex type, although modified with the use of exterior stucco rather than brick. Despite
these variations, the overall effect of these groups is harmonious. The buildings of the
"Colonial Revival" mode fit well into the Presidio’s built envirommnent, because their basic
classical-derived forms and features appear with great frequency in the Post’s "Spanish
Colonial Revival" architecture. Further, the "Colonial Revival" buildings of the 1930s relate
directly to brick buildings erected earlier on Post through the first years of the twentieth
century (Nos. 42; 105; 122; 124-126).

In connection with so much new construction on Post, many new streets were created,
particularly in the area of what became Crissy Field and of the East and West Cantommnents.

One major public works project that greatly affected the landscape of the Presidio was the
erection of the Golden Gate Bridge, from 1933-1937; the Bridge's chief engineer was Joseph
B. Strauss. Spanning the Golden Gate Strait into San Francisco Bay, the Bridge connects
the southernmost point of: the Marin Headlands with the northernmost point of the San
Francisco Peninsula, the site of the Presidio’s Fort Point. The Bridge’s approach roads,
viaducts, abutments, and toll plaza, all located on Presidio lands, impacted the reservation.
The two major access roads to the Bridge, Doyle Drive and Park Presidio Boulevard, course
through the reservation and separate the Main Post from the Bay and from Fort Winfield
Scott, respectively; to make way for their construction, existing Post buildings had to be
destroyed. As compensation to the Army, the newly formed Golden Gate Bridge and
Highway District (GGB&HD) provided the Presidio with several new buildings on post; the
largest of these included the Central Reserve Ammunition Magazine, constructed in 1938
(Nos. 1470 and 1471); and two large and unusually fine residences (Nos. 1 and 1332), not
constructed until the early 1940s.

Other public works projects that informed the physical development of the Presidio through
the 1930s were associated with the Works Progress Administration (WPA), a government
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work organization formed in 1934 to alleviate unemployment experienced during the Great
Depression, 1929-1941. At the Presidio, improvement projects associated with the WPA
included the construction of numerous new buildings, many in the area of the Main Post
(see "Main Post" below), the upgrading of utilities, the implementation of selected tree-
planting programs, and the introduction of practical amenities such as curbs, steps, and
retaining walls, often constructed handsomely in stone or scored concrete.

Fort Point/Fort Winfield Scott/Crissy Field/Baker Beach

During this period, much of the Post’s once state-of-the-art system of defense works was
recognized as obsolete for "modern" warfare and existing guns were removed. As early as
1917, the 6-inch disappearing guns of Battery Chamberlin (No. 1612) were taken away for
use in France, as were the 3-inchers of Battery Slaughter (emplacement buried); in 1918,
Battery Lancaster (only partially extant; no number) lost its 12-inch guns as well. By 1920,
existing guns were removed from Batteries Baldwin (to the left flank of Battery Sherwood
and no longer extant), Blaney (No. 635), Boutelle (No. 1651), Howe-Wagner (No. 1287), and
Marcus Miller (Nos. 1658/1660). Being stripped of weapons, these batteries for the most
part remained vacant. One of them, Battery Lancaster, was absorbed into the 1930s
construction of the Golden Gate Bridge complex, becoming part of the approach just north
of the Bridge toll plaza; only the easternmost gun emplacement of Battery Lancaster
survives intact.

As the Presidio’s former emplacements were abandoned, larger and more complex batteries
were provided outside the Post, high in the Marin Headlands and to the south at Fort
Funston, where massive 16-inch guns could lob their destructive heavy shells some 25 miles
out to sea. These fortifications had overhead concrete and earthen features to protect
against aerial bombardment. By contrast, the Presidio’s defenses underwent few
improvements in protection against potential enemy air power, although a pair of anti-
aircraft guns had been installed on the left flank of Battery Godfrey (No. 1647) after World
War I. This addition (now removed), and some improved fire control stations, were the only
coastal defense measures at the Presidio of consequence during the period after the
Armistice.

Main Post

During this period, four major new buildings were added to the immediate area surrounding
the Main Parade Ground: an officers’ club constructed in 1934 and incorporating substantial
portions of the existing building on the site (No. 50), a theater building constructed in 1939
(No. 99), and two large-scale identical barracks constructed in 1940 (Nos. 38 and 39). These
buildings had a major role in defining the central area of the Main Post as it exists today;
all display handsome "Spanish Colonial Revival" designs. A chapel, constructed in 1932 and
impressively situated on a hill southwest of the Main Parade Ground adjoining the National
Cemetery, is also a major example of "Spanish Colonial Revival" design and exhibits a grand
portal of particularly fine detailing derived from Spanish baroque architecture. The
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pervasiveness of the "Spanish Colonial Revival" can be seen in the remodeling of the early
Post magazine (No. 95) located on the Main Parade Ground; this small stone building,
dating from 1863, received its prominent mission-tile roof cladding in 1940. A row of three
duplexes (Nos. 127-129), constructed in the early 1930s at some distance from the Main
Parade Ground, stands as the only addition not designed in the "Spanish Colonial Revival"
mode; the "Colonial Revival" designs of these red-brick duplexes blend well with the nearby
gymnasium of 1904 (No. 122) and housing of 1909 (Nos. 124-126), which present earlier
versions of "Colonial Revival" elements in Post architecture.

Cemetery and Cavalry Complex

As early as 1904, the official military category of the San Francisco National Cemetery had
been raised from "fourth class," as originally designated in 1884, to "first class." A major
series of expansion and improvement programs for the Cemetery, however, did not
commence apparently until after the First World War and dated to 1919, 1926, 1928, and
1932. These programs extended the area of the Cemetery principally to the southwest; in
1932, the Cemetery reached its present-day dimensions. As part of the expansion, the
existing roads were extended, the combination of earlier rubble ashlar enclosing walls and
iron fencing was variously modified, and several small buildings, all in the "Spanish Colonial
Revival” style, were added to the grounds in an area northeast of the actual grave sites. The
first of these new buildings was a small mortuary (No. 150) constructed in 1921; others
dating to 1929 include rest rooms (No. 152) and a garage/maintenance building (No. 154).
Also, in 1929, the caretaker’s two-story house, built in the 1880s, was substantially
remodeled, transforming it into a small single-story "lodge" or civilian family quarters (No.
151), also in the "Spanish Colonial Revival' mode. An enclosing wall of concrete (extant)
was started in 1927 and, over the next several years, was extended around most of the
northwest, southwest, and southeast straight-line boundaries of the Cemetery. In 1929, the
early iron fence (extant) that existed along the north boundary was relocated and extended,
roughly following the curve of Lincoln Boulevard (then called Fort Scott Road), which
became the Cemetery’s north boundary. As part of the 1929 work, an early and very finely
detailed ornamental cast- and wrought-iron gate (extant) was relocated to the new entrance
point for west road off Lincoln Boulevard. Preparations were also made in 1929 for the
construction of a major new northeast entrance, pending the procurement of additional
funds, which came finally from the Veterans Administration in 1930. In 1930 the San
Francisco National Cemetery was officially downgraded from "Class I" to "Class IL" and
responsibility for the Cemetery’s operation and maintenance was transferred directly to the
Presidio, under the Commanding General, Ninth Corps Area. Despite this reclassification,
the proposed erection of the ceremonious new entrance at the northeast corner (extant)
went forward the following year, and in 1934 a small garage (No. 153) was added to the
existing group of 1920s buildings with Spanish-derived designs. Today the National
Cemetery exists with extremely high integrity to its appearance and character as improved
and expanded during this period.
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Letterman Complex

The major architectural addition to the Letterman General Hospital complex constructed
during this period was a large new outpatient clinic, prominently located on the east side
of the hospital’s administration building. The clinic was constructed in three interconnected
portions, one built in 1924 (No. 1014) and two in 1933 (Nos. 1012 and 1013), and probably
replaced an earlier wood-frame hospital building of much the same size and configuration.
The clinic stands today as a fine example of the "Spanish Colonial Revival" style. Located
behind the clinic is a series of ward buildings, two of which date to this period, being
constructed in 1930 (Nos. 1008 and 1009); these also are probably replacements for earlier
wood-fraine ward buildings of similar size and form.

Fort Winfield Scott

Major architectural additions to the area of Fort Winfield Scott include an officers’
recreation center built in 1921 (No. 1331) and enlisted family housing built in 1921 (Nos.
1263, 1266, and 1270) and in 1933 (Nos. 1275-1277, 1289-1291, 1293-1295. 1297-1298).
Architecturally, these buildings relate to the predominant "Spanish Colonial Revival" idiom
of Fort Winfield Scott although the 1933 duplexes exhibit basic features associated with the
"Colonial Revival" as well.

Major landscape improvements were funded for this area by the Works Progress
Administration (WPA) from 1938 to 1940. Most notably, these included the widening of
Lincoln Boulevard from 10’ to 22', the paving of interior roads, and the construction of a
series of handsome stone retaining walls and steps, such as those that distinguish the
"streetscape” of Kobbe Avenue.

Crissy Field

A major new boathouse and pier, although planned for the Fort Point Lifeboat Station
perhaps as early as 1914, were not built until 1919. The boathouse, with its prominent
hipped look-out lantern or monitor, remains relatively intact today although the original
three-track railway for switching and launching boat carriers, built at approximately the same
time as the boathouse, has been dismantled and the accompanying boat doors in the
boathouse infilled. The existing pier (No. 1904) was substantially altered before 1940,

Additional buildings, structures, and attendant landscape improvements were completed for
the Lifeboat Station during this period, especially in the 1930s, and are in evidence today.
The 1930s buildings (Nos. 1905-1907) follow the conventional forms of all-wood construction
characteristic of the earlier station architecture; also, they are subordinate to the earlier
buildings in placement, scale, and detailing. Moreover, the largest of these buildings (No.
1907) displays the same use of wood shingling for both roofs and walls as displayed by the
earlier buildings, including the slight bell cast of the shingles at the base of the walls.
Existing landscape amenities, planted or constructed in the 1930s or earlier, include seven
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large palm trees, a massive screen of cedars around the northwest and southwest perimeters
of the station site, a low concrete seawall (No. 1912), walks, and a flagstaff (No. 1915).
These improvements, together with the station’s earlier buildings, form a distinct functional
and architectural grouping on Post, occupying a rectangular swatch of the later historic
airfield.

The development of Crissy Field itself, including the construction of most of the major
buildings associated with the airfield, was completed in 1921. The area of Crissy Field,
located on the reservation’s north shoreline facing San Francisco Bay, lies largely on the
landfill completed for the 1915 exposition. Specifically, part of the airfield had been the site
of the exposition’s oval racetrack, measuring 400’ wide and 5,200’ long. The long, flat
shoreline expanse easily accommodated the early fixed-wing aircraft of the 1920s.

In 1936 the function of Crissy Field was largely taken over by Hamilton Field in Marin
County although some small fixed-wing planes and occasionally helicopters continued to use
the field. In association with the emergency demands of World War II, a large grouping of
"temporary"-type buildings (Nos. 902-919) was constructed through the early 1940s in the
area of the historic airstrip. A more recently constructed shopping complex (Nos. 603, 605,
606, and unnumbered) also intrudes on the field. Despite these later buildings, much of the
area of the airstrip remains open today; the majority of the buildings associated with Crissy
Field remains as well. The buildings closest to the area of the former airstrip are of two
general types: administrative and technological /storage, including three large hangars. The
housing associated with Crissy Field is located farther west of the airstrip, along the elevated
curve of Lincoln Boulevard; these houses command majestic views of the Bay. A large
group of non-historic housing built in 1970 (Nos. 1234-1236, 1238, 1251, 1253-1259, 1278-
1280, and 1282) shares the, same hill as the historic row, but is located discretely behind it.
Architecturally, the desngns for the 1najority of administrative and residential buildings relate
predominantly to the "Spanish Colonial Revival" or exhibit a blend of stylistic elements from
both classical-derived and Spanish-derived prototypes; the hangars have functional,
unadorned designs of a utilitarian nature.

North Cantonment

In 1919 a warehouse (No. 1182) was added to the group of existing warehouses constructed
in 1917 (Nos. 1183-1188). Also in 1919, a second group of these warehouses (Nos. 1161-
1170) was created along Gorgas Avenue, south of the existing group. The 1919 warehouses
are similar in design and follow the double-row placement of the 1917 group. All of these
warehouses are of a "temporary"-type of standardized wood construction first associated with
the rapid expansion of military facilities during World War I.

By the middle-to-late 1920s, a new "temporary"-type warehouse of wood construction (the
southeast portion of present-day No. 283) was the first building to be located north of the
Mason Street tracks since; this area had been cleared of the buildings of the Pan-Pacific
Exposition. After 1930, two more buildings (demolished) appeared in this area, and were
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likely World War I "temporary"-type buildings relocated from somewhere else on the
reservation. In subsequent years, particularly the early 1940s, this northeast corner of the
reservation was to become the Post’s major maintenance area.

East and West Cantonments

In 1920, a handsome Post building with "Spanish Colonial" and "Mediterranean"-derived
architectural elements (No. 558) was constructed to serve as the terminus for the electric
streetcar line that ran between the Post and San Francisco until 1945. Also during the
period, several "streetscapes” of new housing were created. In the West Cantonment, two
nearby housing groups (Nos. 715-733 and Nos. 742-760), constructed in 1935 and expanded
in 1939, are formed of a repeated series of a basic duplex type exhibiting design features
associated with the "Colonjal Revival." In the East Cantonment, two nearby housing groups
(Nos. 510-514 and Nos. 530-539) constructed in 1940 with Works Progress Administration
(WPA), are formed of a repeated series of two similar duplex types exhibiting design
features associated with the "Spanish Colonial Revival."

One special addition to the reservation during this period was the Julius Kahn Public
Playground, located along the Post’'s south boundary within the area of the West
Cantonment. In July of 1922 the Army issued a revocable license to the City of San
Francisco to occupy a 525’ x 500" parcel of the reservation, located along the Post’s south
boundary, for use as a children’s playground (the present-day 400’ x 656’ configuration of
the 7.294-acre playground resulted from boundary adjustinents of 1940 and 1960). The
design for the basic layout of the playground dates to 1921. It was first to be known as the
Presidio Reservation Playground, but was renamed upon completion in 1926 to honor
United States Representative Julius Kahn. Many of the major constituent elements of the
facility remain substantially intact today and include two "kiddies play areas,” tennis courts,
a basketball court, and a large sodded playing field. The original small and centrally located
field house, however, was replaced recently by a new building several times its size.
Landscaping programs connected with the early development of the playground may still be
represented by the large Monterey cypress trees, the mixed deciduous trees, and the
handsome grove of acacia trees that exist in the area today.

South Post

In 1920, the civilian Presidio Golf Club hired a firm of British architects, specializing in the
design of golf courses, to develop yet another program to redesign and expand the existing
Presidio Golf Course, which during the World War I years had been transformed
temporarily into a training ground for combat exercises. The basic size, layout, and
character of the 18-hole golf course that exists at the Presidio today generally reflect the
1920 design, although some changes had to be made in the 1930s to accommodate
construction of the Golden Gate Bridge: the Highway 1 access route to the Bridge bisects
the course and includes a short tunnel below the fairways for the third and seventh holes.
Also during the 1930s, the course was enhanced by a coinprehensive tree-planting program.
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Marine Hospital

Although the United States Marine Hospital Service became part of the United States
Public Health Service in 1902, the Service’s hospital at the Presidio continued to be known
commonly as the Marine Hospital through the twentieth century. In 1927, by Act of
Congress (Public Law 69-744), a 35.05-acre portion of the reservation was formally
transferred by permit to the Department of Treasury for operation of the Marine Hospital.
Previously, the hospital’s share of the reservation, as granted by lease or easement in the
nineteenth century, included more than 85 acres. The new permit reduced these lands by
well over half and also contained the proviso that title would revert to the War Department
should the tract cease to be used for purposes of a marine hospital. (In October of 1964,
1.99 acres were added to the lands of the hospital, which by then was known formally as the
United States Public Health Hospital and administered through the Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare.) After the 1927 permit, plans followed for one of the largest single
building programs ever undertaken on Post: a new Marine Hospital complex to replace the
original facility, begun in 1874. The new facility was completed by 1932 and remains today
essentially intact although.somewhat compromised by later additions.

The main hospital building of the 1932 complex (No. 1801) stands impressively on an
elevated terrace, west of the site of the nineteenth-century hospital (demolished), and on
axis with the City’s 15th Avenue below. Notably, the three-wing design of the 1932 hospital
recalls the plan configuration of the nineteenth-century facility, which had three attached
and radiating ward buildings. A large front addition, constructed in 1952, diminishes the
integrity of the existing hospital considerably; still, the original form and character of the
hospital are discernible. Other principal buildings of the 1932 complex include a recreation
center (No. 1805), nurses’ quarters (No. 1808), family housing (Nos. 1811-1815), and
laboratories (Nos. 1818-1819). Architecturally, the complex is unified by classical design
elements and by materials--principally buff-colored brick and red flat-tile roofing.

WORILD WAR I, 1941-1945

Many of the buildings on Post from this period were constructed rapidly in 1941 and 1942.
This flurry of construction reflected the emergency expansion of military activities associated
with World War II. Similar to buildings constructed rapidly during World War I, these
buildings were of a light and standardized "temporary"-type wood-frame construction with
low gable roofs, wood siding, and spare architectural detailing. Buildings of this type remain
in almost all principal areas of the Post, with the largest concentrations at Fort Winfield
Scott, Crissy Field, and the North Cantonment. The most intact group or complex of such
buildings stands on Crissy Field (Nos. 902-919); the earliest buildings in this group date to
1940, thus indicating that the rapid construction associated with World War II was begun
well before the Nation's formal entry into the conflict.
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Another major grouping of such buildings is located in the northeast corner of the North
Cantonment (Nos. 274, 275, 277, 280, 282, 284, 285, and 288, and major additions on No.
283); these were part of a much larger grouping of World War II "temporary"-type buildings
that once covered most of what is now vacant land in the North Cantonment. Because of
the demolition of so many buildings in this area and because of later additions and
alterations, the remaining World War II resources in the North Cantonment do not have
nearly the integrity of the group of World War II buildings on the west end of Crissy Field
(Nos. 902-919).

Several major buildings of a more permanent type of construction continued to be added
to the Post during this period as well. The most prominent remaining examples of these
include the Red Cross building (No. 97), constructed at the Main Post in 1942; a radio
transmitting station for the coastal defenses (No. 1450), built in 1942; two large and
distinguished identical houses (Nos. 1 and 1332), built in 1943 as general officers’ quarters
by the Golden Gate Bridge District; and an indoor swimming pool and gymnasium (Nos.
1151 and 1152), built in 1945. Architecturally, the Red Cross Building follows in the Post’s
decorative tradition of the "Spanish Colonial Revival" style. Similarly, a 1942 remodeling
of an existing officer’s family quarters (No. 49; originally a schoolhouse), also located at the
Main Post, transformed this small 1882 building through an extensive graft of Spanish-
derived detailing. The two houses added by the Bridge District also display Spanish-derived
decorative elements, but additionally present asymmetrical compositions and large "picture"
windows that relate to the more "modern” design trends of the period. These trends are
most evident in the clean rectilinear designs of the radio transmitting station and the indoor
swimming pool.

In addition to the construction of new buildings, wartime needs necessitated the renovation
and expansion of the Presidio’s coastal defenses. A new mine casemate (No. 1601),
additional fire control stations (demolished), and additional batteries and an emplacement
at Fort Point (mostly demolished), along with other emplacements at Baker Beach and the
Post golf course (all demolished), were provided to protect the immediate Bay Area.

TO THE PRESENT

From the close of World War II to the present, the Presidio has continued to serve as a
major Army installation. The period of historical significance, however, for the Presidio
National Historic Landmark district is currently determined to end after the World War II
period, 1941-1945 (see explanation contained in the Introduction of Section 8). Therefore,
all component properties within the district dating after 1945 are considered as
noncontributing at this time, with the exception of the 1949 NCO/EM Club (No. 135) where
in 1951 two pacts were signed, establishing alliances in the aftermath of World War IL
Among major groups of noncontributing buildings on Post are two large-scale buildings
associated with the Letterman Army Hospital and several enclaves of more recently
constructed housing. (See the below the subsection, "Noncontributing Resources," for
summary descriptions of these noncontributing buildings.)
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INTRODUCTION

The descriptions of the contributing resources of the Presidio of San Francisco National
Historic Landmark district are presented period by period relating to the district’s successive
periods of development, as defined previously in "Development of the Designed Landscape."
Within each period, the deSCI‘lptIOIlS are presented by three broad categories of resource
types--buildings; sites, structures, and objects; and archeological features. The "buildings"
category principally includes resources that fit the formal National Register definition of a
building; however, this category includes several very small buildings (e.g., flammable
storage sheds and partially buried fire-control stations) that may straddle the National
Register definitions for a building and for a structure. The "sites, structures, and objects"
category includes resources that follow the National Register definitions for sites, structures
and objects; the sites included in this category are mainly non-archeological and often
constitute designed-landscapes, which themselves may include component sites, structures,
and objects. The "archeological features" category includes information on known and
predicted archeological resources.

The information included under the "buildings" category consists of individual building
descriptions and is far more extensive and detailed than the information included under the
other two categories--"sites, structures, and objects," and "archeological features." This is due
to the large number of buildings at the Presidio and due to the extensive amount of
information available on these buildings. With so many individual descriptions in the
"buildings" category, these descriptions are, in all but the earliest periods, organized under
the twelve defined areas of the Post--Fort Point, Main Post, Cemetery and Cavalry Complex,
Letterman Complex, Fort Winfield Scott, Baker Beach, Crissy Field, North Cantonment,
East Cantonment, West Cantonment, South Post, and Marine Hospital. Within these
defined areas, the building descriptions proceed chronologically.

The descriptive information contained under the other two categories--"sites, structures, and
objects" and "archeological features"--is summary in nature and is not intended to describe
or even to identify contributing structures, objects, and sites and predicted archeological
features in any way that can be considered complete. This is due mainly to the lack of
detailed and comprehensive information on these kinds of resources within the reservation.
To date, a comprehensive survey of structures, objects, and sites, in conformance with the
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards, has not been undertaken at the Presidio. Neither has
such a survey been undertaken for historic and prehistoric archeological resources.

Descriptions of all categories of resources may include at least some information on
alterations and an assessment of the integrity of the resource to its form and appearance
during the historic period. For additional information on the evaluation of resources in the
district, including the assessment of integrity, see the "Contributing Resources” subsection
in the introduction to Section 8.
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SPANISH-MEXICAN SETTI. EMENT, 1776-1846

Buildings

Although no intact building remains that was constructed during this period, the front
portion of the existing Officers’ Club at the Main Post (No. 50), which was substantially
remodeled in 1934, consists largely of the adobe walls of a much earlier building. Although
these adobe walls have traditionally been thought to be the fabric of the original Spanish
comandancia, this cannot be substantiated by the record. Also, the exact date of these walls
is difficult to determine. At the least, the adobe walls date to the 1840s, and portions of the
walls are likely much older, perhaps dating to as early as 1791,

Sites, Structures, and Objects

Today, the overall appearance and character of the Presidio’s landscape, as well as the
specific soil conditions and plant species, differ radically from those of this area during
Spanish-Mexican occupation.

One major natural feature that exists is Mountain Lake, located within the present-day south
boundary of the reservation. Although modified during subsequent periods of development,
the natural spring-fed lake has generally retained its roughly triangular shape. It served as
an important source of drinking water in the early occupation of the area and even through
much of the nineteenth century.

With regard to manmade elements, six seventeenth-century cannon that were emplaced at
the Castillo de San Joaquin remain at the Presidio and have been relocated to various
places on Post as decorative landscape features. These bronze (sometimes called "brass" in
early references) Spanish pieces, cast in Peru during the 1600s, came to the Presidio of San
Francisco via the Spanish naval depot at San Blas in New Spain (Mexico) in 1793. These
guns were identified by individual names, cast in each piece: "S. Domingo" (1628), "'S. Pedro"
(1673), "Poder" (1673), "San Francisco" (1679), "San Martin" (1684), and "La Birgen D
Barbaneda" (1693). The bronze cannons exhibit consummate craftsmanship and artistic
detail. The "dolphins" or bronze loops used for hoisting the guns are in the shape of
dolphins leaping as if from the sea. Four of the guns bear two coats of arms each: the coat
of arms of Spain and the coat of arms of the viceroy of Peru, during whose tenure the guns
were cast. The remaining two guns bear the single coat of arms of Spain and the statement,
"GOVERNANDO LOS SENORES DE LA REAL AVDIENCIA DE LIMA." Variously,
the guns, in their names or in the makers’' inscriptions, feature the vagaries of the
seventeenth-century Spanish, such as the substitution of ‘B’ for 'V’ in "La Birgen," the use
of a backwards 'N’, and the shortening of "Ano De" to "ANOD" or "AND" and of "de" into
"D-" -
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Archeological Features

Several areas of the Presidio have been predicted to contain archeological remains that
contribute to the Spanish and Mexican occupations of the Landmark. The most important
is El Presidio de San Francisco (F1:MP), the site of the original quadrangle between 1776
and 1846. The physical history of the Presidio notes several major reconstructions and
constant maintenance of the quadrangle fortifications and buildings, suggesting a rich and
unplumbed archeological record. A marked change in grade on the northern side of the
feature seems to demnark the edge of the quadrangle and may have resulted from the
cumulative build-up of disintegrated adobe and other materials during the Spanish-Mexican
periods.

The Spanish-Mexican Cemetery (F2:MP) and El Polin Spring (F3:WC) are both associated
with early land uses of the Presidio. The El Polin Spring area was one of the earliest water
supplies of the Presidio, and an adobe-lined well was constructed in the vicinity of the
spring. Earthen water control structures in the vicinity may be associated with impoundinent
of water for an acequia during this period. The spring was also in the area of the trail
between the Presidio and the Mission de San Francisco de Asis; field houses and other
habitations are expected.

During the Mexican period an unidentified number of houses and other buildings and
structures were built outside of the walls of the presidio quadrangle. Historic documents
reference adobe buildings and at least one home constructed of timber by Russians; this
area is identified as Extra-Quadrangle Habitations (F4:WC). Rancho Ojo de Agua de
Figueroa (F5:EC) straddles the Landmark boundary and constitutes the one adjudicated
Mexican land grant within the Presidio. Because of the major spring source, both rancho
and possibly earlier Spanish period sub-features are expected.

Recent research has also identified the location of the supply vessel San Carlos (F6:CF),
which sank at the Presidio.anchorage in 1797 with much of her cargo. (This was a second
San Carlos, not the earlier ship of the same name that was the first European vessel to enter
San Francisco Bay.)

A number of areas in the Presidio may have archeological sub-features associated with this
period but there is either insufficient evidence to specify a location, or evidence suggests the
resource has been lost to subsequent land uses. These areas are mentioned but not included
in the predicted features inventory. Included are the 1776 encampment of Juan Bautista de
Anza in the vicinity of Mountain Lake, the site of the Castillo de San Joaquin fortifications
on Fort Point, and the as yet uncertain location of the temporary presidio quadrangle
established in 1776. Primary documents note that the remains of the castillo were
dismantled in 1853 to make way for the construction of the fort at Fort Point; the
subsequent construction of the Golden Gate Bridge across this point also suggests
obliteration of this Spanish fortification. Evidence has been found, however, that ancillary
adobe structures of the fortifications remained as late as the 1870s. This fact, and the three
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historic constructions of fortifications called "castillo" suggest the possibility of archeological
remains from this site somewhere on Fort Point.

The attached map of Predicted Archeological Features also identifies a number of areas
where prehistoric remains have either been located or where there is a high potential for
their occurrence in comparison to similar situations in the San Francisco Bay Area. These
areas are identified with a ‘P’ to keep them separate from the features which directly
contribute to the National Historic Landmark. CA-SFr-6 (P1:CF) is the only clearly
established prehistoric archeological site on the Presidio National Historic Landmark.
Prehistoric sites are expected along the old Estuary Bluff (P2:muitiple zones), Mountain
Lake (SP), and Lobos Creek (BB,SP) areas, as well as the already identified El Polin Spring
(F3:WC) and Rancho Ojo de Agua de Figueroa (F5:EC).

EARLY UNITED STATES OCCUPATION, 1846-1860

Buildings
Norne of the buildings constructed on the reservation during this period remains.

(It should be noted that the bronze plaque on the old Post Hospital, No. 2, dates the
building erroneously to 1857. The hospital was built in 1863-1864.)

Sites, Structures, and Objects

The 1853-1861 construction for the fort at Fort Point began with the leveling of the 96’
height of the Cantil Blanco to an elevation of approximately 10’ to 15’ above the high-water
line. From 1861 until 1913 structural changes to the fort were minimal, but in 1914 the
interior of the masonry fort was extensively altered to prepare facilities for conversion to a
detention barracks; shortly after this work was completed, the plans for the new use were
dropped. A series of treatments have been proposed for restoration of the fort to its form
and appearance before the 1914 alterations. To date, only several of these treatments have
been completed, including the restoration of iron railings facing the interior parade and the
removal of 1914 kitchen and bathroom facilities.

The large fortification structure exhibits the characteristics of a "Third System" fort with its
four tiers of cannon (three tiers corresponding to the three stories of the fort; the fourth,
or barbette tier, being the entire roof level). It is of stone and brick masonry construction.
On the exterior, the brick walls of Flemish bond are articulated by a cordon and granite cap
at the parapet and by granite quoins at the corners. These walls, which average 7’ in
thickness, are punctuated by evenly spaced, narrowly rectangular embrasures for the cannon;
embrasures have granite sills. Guns were located on all but the landward side, or "gorge,"
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of the fort, which housed shops and living quarters. The irregular plan configuration of the
fort has few right angles and measures 150’ in width, 45’ in height, and 250’ on its longest
side; two bastions--the "east bastion" and the "west bastion"--project approximately 40’ to the
northeast and northwest. The plan is organized around a large open parade, surrounded
on all sides. A three-tier open gallery spans the gorge side of the irregular central parade
and is comprised of simple slender iron columns, cornice and panel moldings, and iron
railings of an open honeycomb pattern. The gorge side features wood-panel doors with
transoms and granite lintels, and six-over-six double-hung windows with granite lintels and
sills. The other parade elevations are comprised of three-tiers of open arcades formed of
the large casemates for the individual cannon; these casemates have segmental arches at the
first and second tiers and full round arches at the third tier. The first tier is faced in granite
while a granite string course and cap articulate the second and third tiers. Three stair
towers, octagonal in plan, project from the walls surrounding the parade; a prominent light
tower surmounts one of these stair towers.

Today, the overall appearance and character of the Presidio’s landscape, as well as the
specific soil conditions and plant species, differ radically from those of this area during early
United States occupation. An 1858 photograph taken from San Francisco’s Russian Hill
shows the entirely treeless lands of the Presidio.

Archeological Features

The most important archeological features from this period are Fort Point (F7:FP), Fort
Point Wharf (F8:FP), and the United States Quadrangle: West Side (F9:MP). Each of these
features contains numerous sub-features including the remains of temporary and permanent
ancillary fortifications, work yards, industrial activities, shops, a hospital, quarters, kitchens,
and associated dumps and sinks (latrines). The Fort Point area includes one recorded dump
site presumed to be associated with an 1850s officer’s residence (CA-SFr-109H). The Fort
Point feature also extends into the San Francisco Bay because of the potential for refuse
disposal in the nearby waters. The United States Quadrangle also includes portions of the
Spanish-Mexican quadrangle which continued in use with modifications during this period.

Water was a precious commodity at the Presidio, and numerous efforts were made to
impound and divert water for the use of the garrison, and for use in the city of San
Francisco as early as 1857. The remnants of dams, reservoirs, ditches, flumes, tunnels, wells,
and other sub-features remain in the Lobos Creek Water Control Structures (F10:MH;
F11:BB), and Queen Bee/El Polin Water Control Structures (F12:WC). The El Polin
Spring (F3:WC) area was also probably used during this and subsequent periods. Wooden
flume remmnants have been noted along the cliffs of Baker Beach, and a tunnel that
conducted flume water through the solid rock of Fort Point was exposed in the 1930s during
the construction of the anchors for the Golden Gate Bridge.
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Numerous ships failed to negotiate the Golden Gate Straits and several wrecked and sank
on the western sides of Fort Point. The list of Golden Gate/Fort Point Shipwrecks
(F13:FP) includes:

Ship Date of Wreck
Samoset 1852
Aberdeen 1853
Golden Fleece 1854
Chateau Palmer 1856
General Cushing 1858
Granada 1860
c nes 1876
Frank Jones 1877

Another shipwreck, the Tabor Barge Restaurant, is reputed to have occurred somewhere
in the Bay off Crissy Field.

Finally, although not identified with a feature number, documents suggest a growing concern
during this period at the Presidio for encroachment by squatters, particularly in those areas
to the east and south not clearly defined, surveyed and enclosed with fence or wall.
Squatter encampments or homestead remains may exist in these areas of the Presidio.

THE CIVIL WAR, 1861-1865

Buildings
Main Post (MP)

MP: No. 2 Hospital; Post Dispensary; Dental clinic (Drug Rehabilitation Center; Presidio
Army Museum)

Erected in 1863-1864 as the Post Hospital, the building superseded an earlier building
constructed in 1857. This two-story wood-frame building with an additional full-story brick
basement originally faced northwest onto the parade ground (no longer extant), but was
reoriented towards the southeast in 1878, along with other buildings on Funston Avenue (in
reorientation, the basement level became more of a full first story due to the site’s steep
decline in grade to the southeast; thus from the post-1878 front elevation, the building
appears three-story). Originally standing at the building’s southeast corner was a morgue
(removed in 1885) built of brick and topped by a wood-frame prisoners’ ward (removed in
1876). The top level of the existing prominent three-level open gallery porch, or veranda,
spanning the southeast elevation (the front elevation after 1878) appears to have been added
at or near the time of reorientation. Subsequently, this top level has been enclosed with
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large-pane tripartite wood windows, which appear to date from the 1930s or 1940s, but could
be earlier, or later. On the northwest elevation, which was the front elevation prior to 1878,
the posts, cornice, and other detailing of a two-level veranda porch remain and are similar
to those of the veranda on the southeast elevation; thus, the design of the post-1878 veranda
on the southeast elevation was taken from that of the earlier veranda. The original, or pre-
1878, veranda on the northwest elevation was enclosed at some point probably during the
nineteenth century; the early infill utilized tall handsome nine-over-nine double-hung
windows (later and apparently non-historic small additions and alterations compromise
substantial portions of the early infill). Also, a small two-story flat-roofed addition, located
at the southwest corner of the building, extends the form and detail of the pre-1878 veranda
and likely dates to the late nineteenth century (later infill of some of this addition’s original
windows appears to compromise its integrity, but only to a minor degree.) To provide a new
kitchen and dining room, a one-story rear ell addition with fine detailing, comparable to the
original, was added in 1889 to the northwest end of the building. In 1897, contractor A.
MCcElIroy erected on the north elevation a finely detailed two-story octagonal addition, 19’
in diameter, with an additional tall basement level constructed of brick; the addition was
used as a laboratory.

Architecturally the hospital represents the simple but exceptionally fine use of conventional
building elements of the period, derived ultimately from classical designs. The tall stately
windows of the hospital, its prominent cornice moldings and other detailing, as well as its
distinctive "octagon" addition, combine in one of the Post’s finest examples of nineteenth-
century design, representative of several periods of development. The entire building, with
additions, is wood-frame construction with clapboard and beveled horizontal wood siding,
and measures roughly 48’ x 91’ in plan with a 43’ x 58’ wing; it stands on a brick basement
and foundations. The main roof, now covered with asphalt shingles, is hipped; the
kitchen/dining room addition has a hip roof as well; and the octagonal addition has a low,
octagonal hip roof, sheathed in metal and capped with a large metal finial. Numerous
chimneys, two with original corbeled caps, remain. There is a broad, simplified adaptation
of a classical entablature on the original portion of the building. The three-level veranda
(two floors and basement) spans the southeast elevation and is supported on chamfered
posts with simple squared capital-like elements; balustrades have turned balusters.
Doorways and window openings have plain surrounds topped by architrave crown moldings.
Double-hung sash windows have varying numbers of panes. There are segmental-arch
windows in the brick basement level of the octagon. An original marble fireplace is extant
in the octagon.

MP: Nos. 5-16 Officers’ Family Housing

These quarters were built in 1862 at a cost of $5,100 each as part of Presidio expansion
during Civil War. Originally they faced westward to the open area that was then the main
parade ground. Officers of the Ninth Infantry Regiinent occupied the quarters in 1862.
Each cottage housed three officers. Through an 1878 remodeling, the quarters were
reoriented to the east, to front on Funston Avenue; this likely was accomplished by moving
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the front porches from one side to the other and the addition of front dormers. Rear
additions were added subsequently to what were originally the houses’ front elevations
(some of these rear additions are incompatible and date outside the district’s period of
historical significance). As part of the initial remodeling and reorientation, these houses
were painted cream with dark green shutters and grey moldings. About that time, a
replacement was built for No. 12, which had been lost to fire. With the new orientation of
the buildings, Funston Avenue became the principal entrance to the Main Post. Located
between Nos. 10 and 11, a circular entrance drive led into what was then the center of the
Post; the entrance had been established in 1862 and dubbed by the Army, the "Alameda"
(Spanish for avenue). Further exterior alterations to the row of quarters included the 1883-
1884 addition of prominent bay windows. Several additions to the rear have since
approximately doubled the size of the buildings, which average 44’ x 60’ in plan, with a 16’
x 30’ ells to the rear. Plumbing features were installed 1884 and electric lights in 1911-12.
With construction of additional housing on the Post, these buildings were reassigned from
principal officers to company-grade officers and families. The buildings were converted to
duplexes c. 1947. Reinforced concrete foundations were added to all buildings ¢. 1965. In
1951, Nos. 17-28 (noncontributing), carports 20’ x 20’ in plan, were erected to the rear of
the houses.

These quarters are a row of similar one-and-a-half story cottages of wood-frame construction
with clapboard siding and transverse gable roofs covered in wood shingles. Although much
of their present form and appearance resulted from remodelings in the late 1870s and 1880s,
these houses are typical of modest residential architecture in the United States at mid-
nineteenth century. They exhibit a basic small house type of wood construction detailed
with the simple and limited use of classical-derived design elements, such as architrave
moldings and frieze boards, conventional for the period. The projecting bays, added in
1883-84, show the later ornamental influences of the 1880s only to a limited extent; some
of the bays do have decoratlve colonettes.

MP: No. 45 Garrison Chapel

The chapel was built c. 1864, "under the auspices of" and possibly paid for by the Episcopal
Diocese of San Francisco. In 1952, the building, which was a simple wood-frame single-story
church, underwent a major remodeling that seriously compromised its historical integrity.
The exterior walls were removed (with the possible exception of the original gable ends,
which may have been sheathed and reused as interior walls) and new glazed walls with
stained glass elements were installed around the building. However, the eaves, roof, bell
tower, and board-and-batten siding of the original building still remain. Additionally, a front
portico and portal with wood-panel and glazed doors, sidelights, and transom appear to have
survived the 1952 remodeling. Alterations in 1970 further enlarged the nave, exit, choir, and
predella. The building in its present form measures roughly 53’ x 82’ in plan. Originally,
this modest chapel exhibited simple Carpenter Gothic stylistic elements.
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MP: No. 86 Barracks; Wégon Shop; Barracks (offices)

When built in 1862, this two-story building was only one-story and fronted on the main
parade ground, which is no longer extant. Originally a barracks, it later served as a wagon
shop. In 1885, funds were allocated to add a second story to convert the facility again into
a barracks. This was accomplished either by removing the original roof and adding a new
story or by jacking up the basic structure and constructing a new story beneath it. In either
case, the original appearance of the fenestration, the front veranda, and the gable roof, with
raking cornice and returns characteristic of mid-nineteenth-century architecture, was
retained. The saine treatment was undertaken on an adjacent and identical building (No.
87; see description directly below). In 1912, electric lights were installed, and the second-
story of the front gallery, or veranda, was enclosed with wood siding and glazing to provide
office space. At a point probably in the 1950s, a small one-story gabled building, dating
perhaps to the 1940s (No. 85), appears to have been moved to the small space between this
building and its adjacent twin (No. 87); these three buildings are now superficially connected
by a non-historic false front and gallery across the small, relocated 1940s building (No. 85).
A small one-story addition of wood construction has been added to the rear, or southeast
elevation, and appears to date to the 1950s or 1960s. The building measures 50’ x 120’ in
plan and has a full-front veranda and gable roof. It exhibits narrow clapboard siding and
simple architrave moldings and fascia boards. Architecturally, the building is a basic,
utilitarian construction with few decorative elements.

MP: No. 87 Barracks; Quartermaster/Commissary Facility; Barracks (offices)

Apart from its use as a quartermaster and as a commissary, the history of this building,
including its 1885 remodeling, is the same as that of No. 86, above. The present form and
appearance of the building are similar as well.

MP: No. 95 Magazine (ammunition storage)

Built at the cost of $2,500 during the summer of 1863, this masonry building of local stone
served as the Main Post magazine, and stood outside the boundaries of the main parade
ground. In the 1890s, when the Army developed a new parade ground, the magazine was
abandoned because of its proximity to the new parade. Originally this small building,
measuring 23’ x 28’ in plan, had a vaulted stone roof; the present hip roof dates from at
least as early as the 1890s and was clad in wood shingles for much of its history; the present
covering of mission tile dates from 1940.

Sites, Structures, and Objects

Today, the overall appearance and character of the Presidio’s landscape, as well as the
specific soil conditions and plant species, differ radically from those of this area during the
Civil War period.
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One of the major structures in the Presidio landscape, the seawall (No. 996) in the area of
Fort Point, was begun during this period in association with work on the brick coastal
defense fortification there., Initial construction, starting in 1862, consisted of 2000’ of granite
block masonry and cost $400,000; the masonry joints were sealed with molten lead. The
initial 1860s portion of the seawall was extended with 567 of rock in 1909, with 828’ of
concrete and rock in 1915, and with 126’ of concrete in 1933. Today the seawall consist of
954 linear feet of concrete, measuring 3' x 9’ x 828’ on the Bay side and 2’ x 3’ x 126’ on the
ocean side; and 2,567 linear feet of granite block, measuring 3’ x 15’ x 647’, 6' x 15’ x 1039’,
and 3' x 9’ x 881",

Also, two historic cannon from the fort at Fort Point during this period exist on Post, but
are now located at the Main Post, near the central flagstaff. These are 8" rifled Rodmans
dating to the 1860s.

Archeological Features

Most of the areas identified as archeological features in the previous period, except
shipwrecks, continued to be used in this and subsequent periods. Important additions
include the remains of bachelor and other officers’ quarters and the hospital, enclosing the
United States Quadrangle; East Side (F14:MP) beginning in 1862. Another feature is the
Telegraph Hill Telegraph Station (F15:FWS). Documents also suggest that partial
construction of a redoubt associated with Civil War defense installations may remain at this
location. Construction may have begun in 1861, but was canceled in 1864 for better
positions elsewhere.

INDIAN AND MITLITARY AFFAIRS, 1866-1890

Buildings
Main Post (MP)

MP: Nos. 2 Hospital (post dispensary; dental clinic; drug rehabilitation center; Presidio
Army Museum)

Although built in 1863-1864, this building was reoriented and otherwise altered significantly
during the 1870s, 1880s, and 1890s. (See Contributing Architectural Resources section of
the preceding period, Civil War 1861-1865.) At an unknown date, perhaps during this
period, the Army named the facility "Wright Army Hospital."
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MP: Nos. 5-16 Officers’ Family Housing

Although built in 1862, these houses were reoriented and otherwise altered/remodeled
significantly during 1870s and 1880s. (See Contributing Architectural Resources section of
the preceding period, Civil War 1861-1865.)

MP: No. 4 Officers’ Fami:!ly Housing

Built in 1879 at a cost of $3,800, this house follows the design and orientation of the other
wood-frame officers’ family housing (Nos. 5-16), which had been built in 1862, reoriented
to face Funston Avenue in 1879, and remodeled further in the early 1880s. (See
Contributing Architectural Resources section of the preceding period, Civil War 1861-1865.)
In 1951, No. 29 (noncontributing), a carport, 20’ x 20’ in plan, was erected at the rear of the
house.

MP: No. 49 Officers’ Family Housing (Officers’ Club offices)

Originally built in 1882 as a single-story wood-frame schoolhouse, the building was designed
by Capt. Charles F. Humphrey and built at a cost of $3,000. It was converted to officer’s
quarters at some point before 1900. After 1942, the building was remodeled in the "Spanish
Colonial Revival" style. (See Contributing Architectural Resources section of the World
War II period, 1941-1945.)

MP: Nos. 86 and 87 Barracks; offices

Although built in 1862, these buildings, originally single-story, were enlarged to two-story
in 1885 (see Contributing Architectural Resources section of the preceding period, Civil War
1861-1865).

MP: Nos. 56-59 Officers’ Family Housing

This group of houses, designed by Capt. D. D. Wheeler of the Presidio Quartermaster’s
Office, was authorized for construction in August of 1885 for an estimated $2,800 each,
following the rejection of the previous, more expensive plans of Quartermaster Capt.
Charles F. Humphrey for grander quarters in the Second Empire style. Presidio troops built
the foundations and basements in concrete, brick, and rubblework. Contractor John J.
Crowley built the wood-frame buildings above the foundations. There have been few
alterations to the buildings: some decorative timber work has been removed from gable
eaves, some stained glass has been removed, and bathrooms have been added. The four
nearly identical houses, which line the end of Presidio Boulevard, two on each side, are tall
two-story houses with a basement-level below and a near half story above. Their cross plans
measure roughly 33’ x 54, They exhibit various exterior wood sheathing including
clapboard, vertical board, and decorative shingle. One-story wrap-around verandas are
partially glazed and have chamfered posts with squared capital-like elements and decorative
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diagonal bracing. Steep gable roofs, now covered with asphalt shingles, have standard
cornice molding on deeply overhanging eaves; the original ornamental iron cresting at the
ridges of the roof has been removed. Below the eaves are wide frieze-like areas composed
of decorative vertical boarding (similar vertical boarding appears on Nos. 36 and 116, both
erected in 1885). The eaves have exaggerated supporting brackets and braces, relating to
the decorative effects of the "Stick Style." Shingles are applied in a decorative long-short
pattern at the gable ends. Tall chimneys have corbeled belt courses. The front entrances
have double doors of a four panel type, plain board surrounds, and transoins. Double hung
sash and casement type windows have multiple panes, plain board surrounds, and wooden
lug sills. Some windows .exhibit a multiple-pane stained glass treatment typical of the
American "Queen Anne" style: a large clear central pane surrounded by borders of smaller
panes in colored glass. The stone basement has arched window openings. These houses are
among the very few examples on Post of architecture exhibiting "Stick Style" and "Queen
Anne" decorative features. Their architectural detailing (even though reduced substantially
from the original proposal) along with their generous sites and forested setting reflect the
aesthetic emphasis that firmly appeared in Post architecture and planning by the 1880s.

MP: No. 116 Post Trader (post exchange; quarters; administration/offices)

Building 116 was built about 1885 at an estimated cost of $4,400 for Italian immigrant
Angelo Baretta, operator of the Presidio’s sutler’s store; the building probably served as
both residence and store. The sutler operated a contract service that was the forerunner
of the modern post exchange and commissary. Originally, the building faced east and stood
at the south end of a row of laundresses’ quarters (demolished). In 1891 the Army acquired
the building for $3,000 and thereafter adapted it for use as quarters; this included moving
the building approximately 200°-300" west of its original site to make way for the
construction of No. 101 in 1895. More recently, a finely detailed single-level full-front
veranda has been removed. The building measures roughly 36’ x 44’ in plan and is of wood-
frame construction with shiplap siding and a concrete foundation. A truncated hip roof, now
covered with asphalt shingles, has cornice moldings and overhanging eaves with sloping
soffits. A broad frieze-like area under the eaves is composed of decorative vertical boarding
(similar decorative boarding appears on No. 36 and Nos. 56-59, all erected thie same year).
Incorporated into the frieze are attenuated and decoratively shaped bracket-like elements
that tie into second-story windows and corner boards. A central pedimental element above
the eaves has raking cornice moldings and decorative fish-scale shingling. Windows and
doors in general have attenuated proportions. A recessed doorway has a transom and
double doors with heavily molded panels and trim. Double-hung sash windows are one-
over-one and four-over-four and have sloping lug sills with small decorative end brackets.
Windows are paired on the facade. First-floor windows on the side elevations have highly
decorative surrounds including bracketed hoods. There is a two-story addition on the north
side, with a shed roof and exterior wooden stairway; a two-story shed addition is located at
the rear as well. The interior is largely intact and includes staircases, plaster work, rosettes,
and molded wood paneling. Architecturally, the building modestly displays elements of the
Italianate and "Stick Style."
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MP: No. 36 Barracks (military police)

Capt. Charles F. Humphrey, a locally-stationed quartermaster officer, designed this building
as one of a pair of identical barracks (its companion was later demolished). The barracks
was built in 1885 at a cost of $3,892, and assigned to an artillery company. (Light battery
gun sheds, no longer extant, stood just to the north.) Its first floor originally contained
offices, a recreation room, a kitchen, and mess room, while the open plan of the second
floor housed a company of men. A small wooden shed-type addition was made to the rear
in 1900, and electric lights were installed in 1912 when the building served as an
administration building. Around 1940, the original two-level veranda was enclosed, the
wood sill and brick pier foundation was replaced with concrete piers, and modern fixtures
were introduced; interior alterations provided additional office space and a steam heating
system. The building has a two-story wood-frame structure. Its form, measuring roughly 58’
x 96’ in plan, consists of a basic cross-axial rectangular block with a cross-axial gable roof;
an axial central element bisects the block and is marked by the gable end of its axial gable
roof. This basic symmetrical format appears commonly in American residential architecture
during the second half of the nineteenth century and through the early twentieth century.
The windows and doors of the building are decoratively topped by hoods forined of standard
classical moldings. A frieze-like element below the eaves, composed of vertical boarding,
is a salient ornamental feature and relates to the decorative effects of the "Victorian"-era
styles, particularly the "Stick Style" (similar decorative vertical boarding appears on Nos. 56-
59 and No. 116, all constructed in 1885-86). Other architectural features include oeil-de-
boeuf elements centered in the four gable ends (some of the oeil-de-boeuf elements are
"blind" while some contain vents) and brick chimneys with corbeled caps. A large monitored
vent rises from the roof peak above the east side of building. Such vents are particularly
characteristic of barracks of the 1870s and 1880s when the conventional wisdom of military
medicine was that it was dangerous to breath air exhaled by others; this emphasis on
ventilation was sometimes obsessive, leading to poorly heated and drafty barracks. The
design of the building, relative to American architectural trends in the 1880s, exhibits a
conservative adherence to, symmetry and a restrained use of ornamental elements. The
building stands as the only remaining example of this period’s billeting for enlisted men.

MP: No. 51 and No. 64 Officers’ Family Housing

These two houses, of similar form and architectural detail, were built in 1889 at a cost of
$5,100 each, by contractor S.J. Wilkens. Concrete foundations with wooden sills were
installed c. 1965. The single-story wood-frame buildings, clad in horizontal wood siding with
beveled edges, display full front verandas composed of chamfered posts with squared capital
elements supporting a chamfered beam and cornice moldings; wood handrails have simple
‘X’ shaped supports. The houses’ truncated hip roofs, now covered in asphalt shingles, rise
above the moldings of an abbreviated classical entablature. Each building’s two internal
chimneys are symmetrically placed and now hooded by large metal stacks. Windows and
doors have plain board surrounds. Four panel doors are glazed in the upper panels and
have transoms above. Windows are either double hung sash, six-over-six and one-over-one,

Ay
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or a casement type. These modest houses, perhaps patterned after buildings at Fort
Thomas, Arizona Territory (none of which survives), relate to a common 19th-century
symmetrical house-type and exhibit the simple adaptation of classical-derived forms and
features, typical of the period. None of the buildings of Fort Thomas has survived.

Crissy Field (CF)

CF: No. 1901 Station-keeper’'s Residence, Fort Point Life Saving Station (Officer-in-
charge’s Residence, Fort Point U.S. Coast Guard Station)

Erected in 1889-1890, this one-and-a-half-to-two-story house, located in the area now
identified as Crissy Field, was moved early in 1915 some 700’ west of its original site to
make way for the Panama-Pacific International Exposition. At that time, the house was
reoriented at a right angle to the Bay shoreline and to face southeast; originally, it had been
parallel to the shoreline and faced north, toward the Bay. The building is of wood-frame
construction clad in wood shingles and has a cross-axial rectangular plan with a prominent
cross-axial gambrel roof, also clad in wood shingles, now painted red. The shingled walls
of the house are distinguished by a slight bell cast at the base and between the first and
second floors on the gable ends; the gambrel roof also displays a slight bell cast above the
eaves. The poured-concrete foundation may constitute a fairly recent improvement. A one-
story shed addition (not original; perhaps dating to the 1915 relocation, or later) extends
across the entire northwest (rear) elevation, making the overall "footprint” of the house
roughly square in shape. At the second story, the front and rear elevations have three
dormers each, set into the gambrel roof. Dormers are identical in design, having steeply
inclined gable roofs, abbreviated raked cornice moldings with returns, and wood-shingle
cladding; the two exceptions to this are the middle front dormer, which is decoratively
distinguished by a prominent fanlight, and the middle rear dormer, which was at some point
enlarged to extend over the shed addition below it. Two internal chimneys of brick are
centrally and symmetrically located and have tall, prominent corbeled caps. Between the
two chimneys, a low platform rises from the roof and is surmounted by a wood railing or
balustrade; this decorative treatment recalls the roof look-out element or "widow’s walk" of
historic coastal domestic -architectural prototypes (the existing railing is a fairly recent
reconstruction of the original railing). The front portico, with a full balcony above, is of
wood construction and rises from a prominent stepped platform. This portico is comprised
of two pairs of slender columns with capitals and bases of broad pulvinated moldings, two
additional engaged columns of the same design, a much abbreviated entablature, and a
balcony railing, or balustrade, with closely spaced squared balusters, punctuated by six
turned balusters over the four free-standing and two engaged columns. The front doorway
has vertically attenuated sidelights divided into eight panes; the door itself is paneled and
glazed and does not appear original. Principal windows have eight-over-eight and six-over-
six double-hung sash; originally all windows had wooden louvered shutters, standard for the
period. Even as relocated (not far from the original site) and reoriented, this building
stands, along with a contemporary boathouse, as valuable evidence of the original
nineteenth-century lifesaving station at the Presidio. It is a fine and highly intact example
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of a nineteenth-century architectural type utilized by the early United States Life Saving
Service, predecessor of the United States Coast Guard. This is the only building on Post
that exhibits a gambrel roof and decorative "widow's walk" element.

CF: No. 1902 Boathouse, Fort Point Life Saving Station (Garage, Fort Point U.S. Coast
Guard Station)

Erected in 1889-1890 and located in the area now identified as Crissy Field, this boathouse,
along with the station-keeper’s residence described directly above, was moved early in 1915
some 700" west of its original site to make way for the Panama-Pacific International
Exposition. At that time, the building’s original relationship to the shoreline, with the boat
doors on the elevation opposite the Bay, was maintained. This one-story utilitarian building
surmounted by a tall hip roof is of wood-frame construction clad in wood shingles and has
a rectangular plan. The shingled walls are distinguished by a slight bell cast at the base; the
prominent hip roof also displays a slight bell cast above the eaves. This roof, also clad in
wood shingles--now painted red, has decoratively sawn exposed rafter ends and is
surmounted by a central vented monitor or lantern, which appears octagonal in plan, with
battered side walls (vents) and a skirted conical roof. A pair of large wood double doors,
comprised of narrow vertical tongue-and-groove boards and set with large, long strap iron
hinges, fills the southwest elevation. These doors are oriented away from the beach to
facilitate opening them in the high winds common in this area; they are not the original
doors, but may have been added as early as 1915, or, later, in the 1930s. There are two
types of small, rather square wood windows: the larger type has three-over-three double-
hung sash; the smaller type, six-light pivotal sash. Ewven as relocated (only slightly) and
reoriented, this building stands, along with a contemporary station-keeper’s residence, as
valuable evidence of the original nineteenth-century lifesaving station at the Presidio. It is
an intact example of a nineteenth-century architectural type utilized by the early United
States Life Saving Service, predecessor of the United States Coast Guard.

Sites, Structures, and Objects

During this period, improvement programs were initiated that would ultimately transform
Presidio lands from gravel-covered yards, arid pastures, sand dunes, and coastal sloughs into
a ceremoniously fenced reservation with landscaped grounds and wooded hills--much as it
exists today (an 1880 photograph of the Presidio, as viewed from the east, shows the
reservation lands barren of trees and shrubs). The afforestation of the reservation, which
was planned in 1883, but not funded until 1889, was a major component of Post
improvement programs; shrubs were also planted as part of this program. Wooded areas,
where the trees stand in measured rows, remain east of the Main Post, particularly in the
southeast corner of the Presidio; these straight rows, ordered across the irregular ridges of
the reservation, reflect the afforestation plan of 1883, although many may have been planted
during the subsequent 1891-1914 period of development.
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New archeological features for this period include the Non-Commissioned Staff Quarters
(F16:MP), Sutler Residence (F17:MP), Laundress and Enlisted Quarters (F18:MP), and
potential Stream Ravine Dump Area (F20:MP), all on the western side of the quadrangle.
Another area with new quarters, kitchens, sinks, and particular functions and land uses, was
the Laundress’ Quarters (F25:CF).

The industry and supplying of the garrison was conducted in the areas including the Sutlery
(F19:MP) and the Quartermaster Complex (F21:MP) which included stables, shops,
blacksmith, bakery, and various storehouses. Nearby the closely associated Presidio Wharf
I (F26:CF/NC), and, by 1870, Presidio Wharf II (F28:NC), contained numerous functions
related to provisioning, storage, and industry, and may have been the location of one of the
Presidio’s dumps (none of which has yet been found).

Two cemeteries are noted in the records of this period. The first, the Post Cemetery
(F27:CCC), is shown in at least two locations in the vicinity of the later National Cemetery
by at least 1870. The other cemetery is a sub-feature of the Marine Hospital and Cemetery
(F34:MH), an important and condoned non-military use of the Presidio starting in 1874. By
1894 the San Francisco Call noted that more than 200 sailors were buried there. This sub-
feature was recently verified by backhoe testing in association with the archeological
monitoring of toxic-waste tests throughout the Presidio. Two burials were inadvertently
damaged at a depth of 15, nine of which consisted of concrete rubble which lies above the
original and apparently intact ground surface of the cemetery. Other sub-features expected
in the area are dumps and structural features associated with the hospital, which was
removed as part of a new hospital construction prograin of 1932.

Fortifications associated but outside of Fort Point continued to be constructed during this
period. West Battery (F23:FP) was under construction by 1870, and East Battery (F24:FP),
by 1873. Although these batteries, particularly West Battery, were greatly altered by the
later Endicott battery constructlon in the 1890s, substantial buried and otherwise unrecorded
remains exist. :

Water remained a significant necessity, and development continued in the vicinity of the
Lobos Creek Water Control Structures (F10:MH; F11:BB), Queen Bee/El Polin Water
Control Structures (F12:WC) and other springs that required maintenance, impoundment
and diversion control. The wooden flume system constructed from the Lobos Creek
drainage, around the Baker Beach bluffs and Fort Point, was pumped by windmill and mule-
power to the Main Post Water Control (F22:MP) structures, including reservoirs and gravity
fed sewer and water systems on the uphill or southern edge of the quadrangle.

By this period numerous non-military habitations appear on the post maps. These include
"Herman’s House" (F29:NC), a hostelry called "Presidio House" (F30:LC) near Lombard
Gate, and three Unidentified Farm/Residences (F31:SP; F32:SP; F33:SP) along Lobos
Creek, some with associated orchards and fields. Additional features associated with
squatter encroachment may exist as a new survey of the southern boundary of the Presidio

H
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was. conducted in 1866, ar‘:id note is made that numerous squatters had to be ejected by
military force after trying to take advantage of the lack of defined boundaries on this side.

Shipwrecks occurred during this period along the Baker Beach and Fort Point areas. Two
of these wrecks, Isaac Jeanes (1876) and Frank Jones (1877), are within the Golden
Gate/Fort Point Shipwrecks (F13:FP) area previously discussed. The other is that of
Vizcata (F35:BB). The unlocated wreck site of Columbia (1882) is presumed to be
somewhere in the bay off Crissy Field.

NATIONALISTIC EXPANSION, 18911914
Buildings

Fort Point (FP)

FP: No. 983 Warehouse .

Built in 1908 as a warehouse for roughly $4,000, the building is currently being operated by
the Fort Point National Historic Site. It is a two-story utilitarian building of wood-frame
construction with horizontal wood siding and rests on a concrete-pier foundation. It
measures roughly 32’ x 82’ in plan. The gable roof is now covered in red asphalt shingles.

FP: Nos. 985 and 986 Mine Loading Houses (storage)

Built in 1908 as mine loading houses for $2,400 each, the two buildings are currently being
operated by the Fort Point National Historic Site. These tall, single-story utilitarian
buildings are of wood-frame construction with corrugated siding and concrete foundations
and measure roughly 24’ x 46’ in plan. The gable roofs are now covered with corrugated
sheathing. The date of the corrugated siding and roofing is unknown. On the interior, the
buildings’ original traveling hoists are intact and functional (manually operated).

FP: No. 989 Plumbing Shop (Fort Point National Historic Site Headquarters)

This building was erected in 1909 for $4,000, as a plumbing shop associated with the
Presidio’s mine depot; it is currently used as administrative offices for the Fort Point
National Historic Site. The single-story utilitarian wood-frame building with horizontal
wood siding measures roughly 27’ x 82’ in plan and has a concrete foundation. The gable
roof is now covered in red asphalt shingles.

FP: No. 979 Mine storehouse

This utilitarian building may have been erected as early as 1908-1909 (based on its design
and on the development of this area, the date of construction is likely no later than the early
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FWS: No. 1263 Enlisted Family Housing (senior bachelor enlisted men’s quarters)

Built in 1921 for $12,800 as enlisted family housing, this two-story building has had few
exterior alterations; the interior was modified to senior bachelor enlisted men'’s quarters
¢.1942, It is of wood-frame stucco-clad construction with a concrete slab foundation and
water table and measures roughly 28’ x 31’ in plan. There is an entrance arch at the west
end of the south elevation and a small projecting entrance pavilion on the east elevation
with a gable roof of mission tile and a small boxed cornice with returns. The main gable
roof, also clad in mission tile, has a boxed cornice with returns and a plain board frieze.
The house has one plain stucco-covered chimney. Wood-panel doors are glazed and have
slightly molded surrounds. Double-hung sash windows are six-over-six, with wooden lug sills
and slightly molded surrounds. The basement level has small fixed windows.
Architecturally, the building is simple in forin and detail and represents one of the
numerous adaptations of the "Spanish Colonial Revival," prevalent in Post architecture since
1910.

FWS: Nos. 1266 and 1270 Enlisted Family Housing (senior bachelor enlisted guarters)

The two enlisted family duplexes were built in 1921 for $22,000 each. They are currently
used as senior bachelor enlisted quarters. The stucco-covered wood-frame buildings
measure roughly 31’ x 47 in plan and have concrete slab foundations. Small front entrance
porticos are composed of two posts, detailed with recessed panels and capital-like moldings;
a pediment-like gable roof.of mission tile; and rails of simple squared balusters and molded
handrails. Additional entries are recessed through arches, some of which have been infilled
with wood construction ¢.1942. The main gable roofs are clad in mission tile and have a
boxed cornice with returns and a plain board frieze. Double internal chimneys are plain
with stucco covering. Wood-panel doors are glazed. Fixed and double-hung sash windows
are six-over-six, with slightly molded surrounds and crowns, and wooden lug sills. Several
windows are inset within an arch form, articulated in the wall by a slightly recessed plane
atop a projecting sill. Small louvered vent windows are located in the gable ends.
Architecturally, the duplexes are similar in form and detail to an adjacent and contemporary
house (No. 1263, described above) and represent one of the numerous adaptations of the
"Spanish Colonial Revival," prevalent in architecture at the Presidio since 1910.

FWS: No. 1233 Storehouse (equipment shed)
Built in 1933 for $1,700 as a storehouse, the building is currently used as an equipment shed.

The single-story utilitarian building of reinforced concrete measures roughly 20’ x 30’ in plan
and has a concrete foundation and a hip roof of red asphalt shingles.
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Records indicate that three eucalyptus trees were planted in 1876 on the Main Post parade
ground by post trader Angelo Baretta to commemorate the Centennial of the American
Revolution and the celebrations that took place at the Presidio. One or all of these trees
may be extant and have been referred to as the Baretta trees. (In 1976, the Army planted
a Monterey cypress tree next to Beretta’s tree or trees to commemorate the Bicentennial.)

A prominent component in the Presidio landscape that was created during this period is the
San Francisco National Cemetery. This cemetery, established by the 1880s as the central
Post Cemetery, was designated a National Cemetery in 1884, and in 1886 its original
rectangular site of 9.5 acres, located on a rise west of the main parade ground, was
expanded to 15.5 acres. While the present-day area of the National Cemetery incorporates
this nineteenth-century site, it is now roughly twice its 1886 size, due to a series of later
expansions, mainly to the southwest. Through these expansions, the Cemetery has however
maintained its original southwest-to-northeast axis, parallel to that of the main parade
ground. In the northeast quadrant of the Cemetery, the present-day road, including the
circular-drive feature known as "Officers’ Circle" due to the rank of those buried within its
circumference, substantially reflects the location and configuration of the original road. In
the northwest quadrant, identified as the "New Addition," the present-day road, with its
smaller circular figure, reflects the original location and configuration of the road in this
1886 addition. The various combinations of rubblework and random-work stone enclosing
walls and iron fencing that existed through the Cemetery's early history were extended,
relocated, and replaced in the course of twentieth-century expansion and improvement
programs. Large remammg random-work and rubblework passages of what appears to be
the nineteenth-century stone enclosing wall remain within the existing northwest enclosing
wall and within the north end of the existing southeast enclosing wall of the cemetery, but
have been incorporated into more recent walls (c.1930s), constructed of concrete. The most
prominent element of the nineteenth-century fencing that exists today (although relocated
in 1929) is the finely detailed cast-iron gate, with its ornate molded pylons and intricate
lance-tip palings, at the entrance to the west road off Lincoln Boulevard. Grave markers,
often sculptural, exist from this earliest period of development (today there exist some
30,000 burials, each marked with some form of object, ranging from simple stone markers,
flush with the ground, to large standing sculptural monuments; the latter usually date to the
earlier periods of development). The Cemetery’s nineteenth-century buildings--a caretaker’s
house, stables, and a barn--have not survived although the present single-story caretaker’s
residence (No. 151), dating to 1929, incorporates structural elements from the original house,

which was two-story. Several large and impressive Monterey cypress trees stand on the
Cemetery grounds and may date to as early as the 1880s or at least to the late nineteenth
century.

|

In the area of Fort Point, significant portions of the two major batteries constructed during
this period--Battery East and Battery West--remain today. The following are the individual
descriptions of these two batteries:
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Battery West (Nos. 1640 and 1643; also includes portions of later batteries--Nos. 1646-1647,
No. 1651, and No. 1658): Built c. 1870-1876 to suppleinent the then obsolete defenses of the
fort at Fort Point, both Battery West and Battery East (see directly below) constituted
nothing more than "permanent” versions of the temporary earthwork fortifications that had
been utilized successfully during the Civil War. These fortifications consisted of massive
protective berms, behind which were emplaced gun platforms. In front of each platform,
the earthen berm was retained by a "breast height" wall, and between each platform were
located magazines, protected under still higher mounds of earth to absorb enemy shells. In
the permanent versions of these earthwork fortifications, concrete replaced the wood
construction of the gun platforms and brick masonry with concrete foundations replaced the
log or plank construction of the magazines. Today, six brick and concrete magazines remain
from Battery West, four being incorporated into later Endicott-period batteries--Battery
Godfrey, Battery Boutelle, and Battery Marcus Miller--and two being abandoned and
covered by their original earthen traverses (Nos. 1640 and 1643). Specifically, brick-and-
concrete subterranean vaults from Battery West are located on the left flank (No. 1658) of
Battery Marcus Miller and the right flank of (No. 1651) of Battery Boutelle, where the
original arched entryway has been extended to appear as a tunnel. Elements of Battery
West are also incorporated as part of the right flank (No. 1647) and the left flank (No.
1646) of Battery Godfrey. The surviving portions of the Battery West not incorporated in
later defense works (Nos. 1640 and 1643) are located south of Battery Godfrey.

Battery East (no number): Built c. 1873-1876, Battery East like Battery West constituted
nothing more than a "permanent" version of the temporary earthwork fortifications of the
Civil War period (see description of Battery West directly above). Today the known
surviving elements of Battery East include six gun emplacements, four magazines, and a
traverse tunnel. The brick masonry of the vaulted magazines and tunnel is laid in Flemish
bond. An undetermined number of other elements of Battery East, some partially buried,
remain in an overgrown area east of the known elements.

Archeological Features

Between 1866 and 1890 the Main Post was substantially developed and many new buildings
and structures were added resulting in several new archeological areas. At least the
following features however continued to be used during this period resulting in additions and
alterations to the archeological record:

Presidio de San Francisco (F1:MP)

El Polin Spring (F3:WC)

Fort Point (F7:FP)

Fort Point Wharf (F8:FP)

United States Quadrangle: West Side (F9:MP)
United States Quadrangle, East Side (F14:MP)
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1920s). The large, tall one-story warehouse, with its long rectangular plan configuration, is
of wood-frame construction now largely covered in corrugated metal. The gable roof,
covered with roll roofing, is surmounted by three vent stacks interspaced along the ridge.
The building’s most distinguished historic architectural feature is its series of tall windows,
more or less uniformly interspaced along three elevations. These windows, with broad flat
board surrounds, have six-over-six double-hung wood sash with six-light transoms above.
The Bay-side elevation is filled with a series of large top-rolling industrial-type corrugated
metal doors, which appear non-historic.

FP: No. 1662 Fire Control Station for Battery Godfrey

This small utilitarian reinforced-concrete building with flat roof was built in 1911 to provide
fire control as part of the improvements of the Taft Board era. The building is largely
underground for purposes of camouflage and is located near the south end of the Golden
Gate Bridge, on a cliff high above the water. Currently, it is sealed from entry.

FP: No. 1663 Fire Control Station

This small utilitarian reinforced-concrete building with flat roof was built in 1911 to provide
fire control as part of the improvements of the Taft Board era. The building is largely
underground for purposes of camouflage and is located near the south end of the Golden
Gate Bridge, on a cliff high above the water. Currently, it is sealed from entry.

FP: No. 1644 Fire Control Station; later, Radio Hut

This small utilitarian reinforced-concrete building with flat roof was built in 1911 to provide
fire control as part of the improvements of the Taft Board era. The building is largely
underground for purposes of camouflage. Currently, it is sealed from entry.

Main Post (MP)
MP: No. 65 Officers’ Family Housing

Built in 1893 by J. K. Dalmas at a cost of $3600, No. 65 is one and one-half story; its cross-
axial plan measures 44’ x 71'. It is of wood-frame construction covered with shiplap siding.
A new brick and concrete foundation was provided c. 1965. Open and partially glazed
porches on the west and south sides are flat-roofed with chamfered posts topped by squared
capital-like elements. Posts support a simple frieze-like fascia and cornice. A half story is
contained in a "mansard" roof, which rises from a simple cornice and broad frieze-like fascia.
Dormers with overhanging shed roofs are decoratively supported on convex brackets
attached to window surrounds. The front door has a flat, single board surround, and
transom. The windows are casement and double-hung sasli, one-over-one and six-over-six,
with wooden lug sills. Some sills are decorated. Some first-floor windows are overhung by
shed-like hood roofs supported on decoratively sawn, curvilinear or scrolled brackets. The
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front door and various first-floor windows show decorative Queen Anne type glazing: a clear
rectangular center bordered entirely or at top and bottom by smaller square panes. The use
here of a "mansard" roof relates the building loosely to the Second Empire style, which had
its zenith in the United States earlier in the century; no other building at the Presidio relates
to this style.

MP: Nos. 101-105 Enliste}f;d Barracks

Five barracks were built in 1895-1897, at costs ranging from $36,000 to $54,700; they fronted
on the then newly created parade ground and first established its northwest edge. The
buildings’ high cost was attributed to "unscrupulous” union labor and first-class plumbing
fixtures (which no longer exist). The interiors were altered in 1972, and the buildings are
currently used as offices and enlisted men’s barracks. Each building, which is roughly "U"-
shaped in plan, measures 63’ x 65’ at center, with two 43’ x 114’ wings. The barracks are
two-and-one-half stories plus a prominent basement-level. Walls are red brick, common
bond; the basement level displays rock-faced random-course ashlar. Single-story front
verandas have hip roofs, chamfered rectangular posts with splayed capital-like elements, and
simple ball-and-pipe railings. Main roofs, now covered with asphalt shingles, are hipped and
have deeply overhanging eaves, decoratively supported on modillion- or beam-like wood
members. Large hip-roof dormers have rounded shingle-clad cheek elements. A brick fire
wall bisects each building from front to rear, and is apparent on the exterior as it extends
slightly above the roof. Wood-paneled doors are partially glazed, with transoms. Segmental
arch door and window openings are formed by four courses of radiating headers. Windows
are double-hung sash, two-over-two, with stone lug sills.

Stylistically the barracks, which were constructed from standard designs issued from the
central Office of the Quartermaster General (OQMG), exhibit basic building elements
conventional for the period, such as the overhanging hip roofs, two-over-one windows, and
segmental relieving arches for window and door openings. The reliance on symmetrical
massing and balanced proportions, along with general restraint in detailing, reveals a
straightforward and conservative design approach, directed toward conveying order and
stability. Highly intact and standing in a strictly uniform line, these barracks form one of
the Presidio’s most focal and impressive architectural groupings. They are singularly
significant as they mark the first major introduction of brick, with stone trim, into the
architecture of the Presidio, which to this time had been dominated by all-wood
construction. Further, this row of buildings was the first essential piece in the establishment
of what ultimately was to become the new Main Parade Ground (No. 94) and represented
a major building initiative:at the Post. Today a strong row composed of these 1895-1897
barracks and of two early twentieth-century barracks (Nos. 100 and 106) defines clearly the
northwest side of the Post’s second historic Main Parade Ground. A major portion of the
parade ground itself remains as open space in front of this row, but has been largely paved
for parking.
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MP: No. 201 Exchange Store (offices)

Built in 1896 at a cost of $18,600 as a post exchange store, the building has undergone some
alteration. The building is a utilitarian one- and two-story building, measuring roughly 32’
x 190', of wood-frame construction with lapped wood siding covered by insulation and plastic
sheathing. It rests on a rough-cut stone and concrete pier foundation. There are a recessed
loading bay on the west elevation, a loading dock on the east elevation, and a small flat-
roofed open porch on the south elevation with rectangular posts and simple wooden railing.
There is an elevated, enclosed ell on southwest corner and an enclosed wooden stairway on
the west elevation. The hip roof has red asphalt shingles, and the eaves have small "S"-
curved exposed rafter ends. Flush doorways have plain surrounds and solid wood doors and
modern aluminum and glass doors. Windows are double-hung sash, twelve-over-twelve, with
plain wood surrounds and wooden lug sills. Some windows have modern aluminum sash,
both fixed and hinged. Windows are covered with metal security bars.

MP: No. 204 Exchange Store (tliriﬁ shop)

Built in 1896 at a cost of $17,300 as a post exchange store, this two-story utilitarian building
measures roughly 35’ x 184’, is of wood-frame construction with lapped siding, and has a
concrete slab foundation. The gable roof is covered in red asphalt shingles. The eaves have
small S-curve exposed rafter ends, and the gable ends have exposed purlins and narrow
bargeboards with decorative scroll ends. Hoisting beams are centered in the front elevation,
below a small gablet. Doorways are flush with plain board surrounds and have both wood-
paneled doors, with some glazing, and horizontal wood sliding doors. Windows, with plain
surrounds and lug sills, are of several types--fixed, casement, and double-hung sash, six-over-
six and two-over-two. Central double windows in the gable ends are partially sheltered by
unusual small hood-like elements with hip roofs; these elements extend from the wall on "S"-
curved brackets. There is a small wood-frame shed addition on the north facade.

MP: Nos. 223 and 227 Warehouses (administration)

These similar warehouses were built in 1897 at a cost of $8700 as part of a complex of
quartermaster, commissary, and ordnance warehouses along Halleck Street, just northeast
of the 1890s parade ground (No. 94). The complex relates to a major construction program
of brick buildings on Post beginning in the 1890s. Wood shed additions have been made
to No. 227, and the interiors of both buildings have been converted to offices. They are
one-and-one-half story and have a cross-axial rectangular plan configuration, measuring
roughly 32’ x 114'. The buildings stand on random-course rock-faced stone foundations and
have stretcher-bond red brick walls. The gable roofs, now clad in red asphalt shingles,
include dormers with low pitched gable roofs. Plain brick chimneys are placed
symmetrically at the center of the gable ends and are flush within the wall. There is a
simple molded bow cornice with returns. Corbeled courses below the cornice are suggestive
of architrave or bed moldings. Segmental-arch window openings are formed of three header
courses. The windows are squared within the openings and are double-hung sash, six-over-
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six, with stone lug sills. Architecturally, the buildings exhibit conventional classical-derived
stylistic elements, and may have some relationship to the "Colonial Revival," becoming
popular in United States architecture at that time.

MP: Nos. 228-229 Bakeries (credit union; laundry/dry cleaners)

No. 229 was built in 1897 and No. 228 in 1909, at a cost of $4,300 and $11,000, respectively.
No. 228 appears as a larger but similar version of the earlier No. 229. No. 228 was modified
into the post dry cleaners by the addition of a new door, but no major interior changes were
made. No. 229 has been altered to house the post credit union with wood-frame additions
and interior changes. These single-story buildings measure roughly 65’ x 66’ (No. 228) and
43’ x 65’ (No. 229) in plan with tall hip roofs topped at center by lantern-like monitors, also
with hip roofs, that provide light and ventilation, originally for the bakery function. The
buildings have tall, prominent brick chimneys. Rock-faced stone foundations are random-
course, forming a water table; walls are common bond red brick. Roofs, now clad in red
asphalt shingles, have eaves of partially exposed "S" curved rafter ends and attached outer
fascia boards. Segmental-arch doorways have either the original wood paneled doors or
modern aluminum and glass doors. Segmental-arch windows have lug sills and square
headed double-hung sash, six-over-six. Architecturally, these buildings are similar in
material and detail to other buildings in the Halleck Street grouping--Nos. 223 and 227 and
No. 225--and display conventional stylistic elements of the period.

MP: No. 210 Guardhouse (post office)

This building was constructed as a guardhouse in 1900 at a cost of $18,700, and closes the
north end of the 1890s parade ground (No. 94). Later alterations to the building include
the infill of some of the original window openings with brick, the addition of a clapboard-
sided shed addition on the north elevation, the removal of the original open porch attached
to the south side, the addition of a new concrete stoop with tubular metal railings leading
to a new doorway in the east facade, and changes to the interior, which originally contained
offices and cells. It is used today as a post office. The building has one-and-one-half stories
and measures 59’ x 84’ in plan. Its foundation is random-course rock-faced sandstone; walls
are red brick stretcher bond, and the dominant hip roof is now covered with red asphalt
shingles. Octagonal dormers have double windows of a casement type and low overhanging
and heavy-looking hip roofs. Eaves are treated with decoratively exposed rafters or joist
ends. Original doors have been replaced with a modern industrial door type of aluminum
and glass. Arched window openings are formed of three radiating header courses and have
rock-faced stone lug sills and iron bars. Windows have double-hung two-over-two sash.
Architecturally, the building is conservative, exhibiting basic and conventional design
elements of the period, such as the dominant over-hanging hip roof and the two-over-two
window sash.
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MP: No. 42 "Pershing Hall," Visiting Officers’ Quarters

Pershing Hall was constructed in 1903 by James Campbell, at a cost of $45,000, as a
bachelor officers’ quarters. It replaced an earlier wood-frame bachelor officers’ quarters,
known locally as "The Corral," destroyed by fire on September 9, 1899. The building has
three stories and a cruciform plan consisting of a dominant cross-axial rectangle bisected by
an axial front entrance pavilion and rear ell, and measures roughly 34’ x 142’ (rear ell, 49’
x 42'). The main portion has a hip roof bisected at front center by the transverse gable roof
of the entrance pavilion. The roof, now covered in asphalt shingles, has seven chimneys
projecting through it. Decorative elements include a classical cornice with prominent
modillions and dentils, stretcher-bond red brick walls, and a brick and rock-faced ashlar
foundation. A sandstone beltcourse between the second and third floors gives the
abbreviated third story the look of a classical attic. The front elevation has a projecting
entrance pavilion and two-level verandas to either side with wooden Tuscan columns and
molded handrails with turned balusters. The bottom story of the central pavilion is open,
forming an entrance porch of brick piers topped by flat stone capitals with curved silhouettes
suggesting a simplified section of classical molding. The main decorative feature in the
entrance pavilion is a large third-story central window surmounted by a semi-circular fanlight
in the pavilion’s pediment-like gable end; this feature includes prominent stone surrounds--
voussoirs and a keystone. Three entrances on the facade have paneled wood doors with
transoms; the main central door has sidelights. First- and second-story windows are
surmounted by stone jack arches with keystones. Third-story windows are set directly below
the cornice. All windows have stone lug sills and double hung sash. Stylistically, the Hall,
with its stately symmetrical composition and fine classical detailing, is one of the earliest
clear examples on post of the "Colonial Revival" style, and exhibits specific references to
Georgian/Federal-period architectural prototypes. Its design follows a standard type issued
from the central Office of the Quartermaster General (OQMG).

MP: No. 122 Gymnasium (craft shop)

The post gymnasium was built in 1904 at a cost of $32,800; it is the oldest extant athletic
facility on Post, with the exception of the golf course. A brick addition to the south side of
the rear wing was constructed in 1974. This two-story building, measuring roughly 79’ x 90/,
has a ‘T'-shape plan composed of a main cross-axial rectangular portion and a smaller
central rear extension. The building has a concrete foundation and red brick stretcher-bond
walls rising froin a stone water table. Elevations are articulated classically through the use
of planar recession, approximately the depth of single header. Brick pilaster-like elements
have corbeled capital elements. The central stone entrance stairway has cheek walls of
brick, capped in stone. The hip roof is now clad in asphalt shingles; brick chimneys have
corbeled caps. A large and simple boxed classical cornice projects above an architrave-like
series of four corbeled brick courses. The main entrance includes modern aluminum and
glazed doors. Window openings are segmental arches on the second floor and jack arches
on the first floor, both with prominent keystones; basement windows have solid stone lintels.
Windows have double-hung sash, three-over-three and eight-over-eight. Architecturally, the
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building exhibits a schematized adaptation of classical and Renaissance architectural
prototypes. Though not a large building, the design of the gymnasium possesses a classical
monumentality that was new in Post architecture, although partially anticipated by the
design of Pershing Hall (No. 42). This classical design was compatible with the classically-
derived stylistic elements of the "Colonial Revival," which was then becoming very popular
in United States architecture. The design for this building was a standard one issued from
the central Office of the Quartermaster General (OQMG).

MP: Nos. 124-126 Enlisted Family Housing

Built in 1909 for $6200 each as housing for senior non-commissioned officers, these duplexes
are two-story with a basement level and have a basic cross-axial rectangular plan, measuring
37 x 40'. They lave concrete foundations and red brick common-bond walls with stone or
concrete water tables. Hip-roofed single-story verandas extend along the full front and full
back of the buildings (rear verandas were subsequently enclosed with board and batten).
Front verandas are composed of rectangular posts with squared Tuscan-derived capitals
supporting a full, but simplified, classical entablature. Handrails are simple with squared
balusters. Gable roofs are now covered with asphalt shingles. Each building has two
corbeled and capped brick:chimneys at center, front, and rear. The side (gable) elevations
are treated with raking boxed cornices and returns. There are semi-circular fanlights in the
gable ends. Segmental arch doorways have wood-paneled doors with glazing. Segmental
arch window openings have concrete lug sills and squared window architraves within.
Windows are double-hung sash, six-over-six. The steps on No. 126 have been altered. No.
113 serves as a garage for the houses. Architecturally, these duplexes clearly exhibit, in
proportion as well as detail, the stylistic elements associated with the "Colonial Revival," and
relate particularly to Georgian architectural prototypes. They are a fine, though very
conservative, example of the early use on post of the "Colonial Revival" design elements.
The design for these buildings was a standard one issued by the central Office of the
Quartermaster General (OQMG).

MP: No. 100 Enlisted Barracks

Erected in 1909 for $67,500, the building was used as a 120-man enlisted barracks. It was
remodeled to a 31-man barracks in 1972. The building is two story with basement and has
a U-shaped plan measuring roughly 51’ x 91’, with 39’ x 92’ wings. It has a two-tier veranda
between the wings on the front elevation. The second level of the veranda is now enclosed
with wood siding and glazing. The gable roof is now clad in red asphalt shingles. The
building extends the 1895-97 row of enlisted men’s barracks (Nos. 101-105) and generally
follows the materials, scale, and placement of the earlier row. Its architectural features
relate, however, more directly to the "Colonial Revival," becoming popular at that time. The
design for this building was a standard one issued by the central Office of the Quartermaster
General (OQMG).
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MP; No. 106 Band Barracks

This building was constructed as a 37-man military band barracks in 1909 at a cost $17,700.
During the 1920s and 1930s, the Regimental Band of the 30th Infantry, "San Francisco’s
Own," occupied the building. It is used currently as offices. The two-story-plus-basement
building has an H-shaped plan, measuring roughly 47’ x 76', and a concrete foundation and
red brick common-bond walls with a beltcourse flush with the wall plane consisting of
stretchers laid end-up. A two-tier front veranda stands between the two symmetrical
projecting end wings; the top level is now enclosed. The veranda has Tuscan columns
supporting an abbreviated architrave and frieze-like fascia. The gable roof is now clad in
asphalt shingles. Four brick chimneys, with corbeled caps, are located at center of each of
four projecting gable ends. An oeil-de-boeuf motif is articulated by a raised circular course
of headers, located in the pediment-like front gable ends of the two flanking wings. The
main doorway is a segmental arch and has a transom and a paneled and glazed wood door.
Window openings are segmental arches with concrete and stone lug sills. The windows are
squared within the segmental arches and have double-hung sash, two-over-two. A wooden
shed addition with shiplap siding is located at the rear of the building. Traditionally,
military barracks for bands were superior to those for regular troops, and this building, as
compared to the row of barracks (Nos. 101-105), exemplifies this tradition architecturally
in its fine "Colonial Revival" design. In both massing and detailing this design relates
directly to stately Georgian prototypes in United States architecture. The design for this
building was a standard one issued by the central Office of the Quartermaster General
(OQMGQG). 3

MP: Nos. 325-330, 335, 338, 344-345 Officers’ Family Housing

Built as officers’ family housing between 1909 and 1911 for about $17,000 each, these ten
duplexes are roughly identical and, along with two other large house types (Nos. 331, 334,
336-37, 339-40, and 343; and Nos. 332-33 and 341-42), form the impressive "streetscape” of
officers’ family housing surmounting the sweeping curve of Infantry Terrace and continuing
up Arguello Boulevard. These two-and-one-half-story duplexes measure roughly 41’ x 58’
in plan. Foundations are concrete slab and walls are stucco-covered reinforced concrete.
The duplexes have projecting single-story double-bay entry pavilions with balustraded
balconies above. The pavilions have open sides and two front windows of three-over-one
sash and sidelights. The hip roofs, originally covered in Spanish tile, either exhibit their
original tile or later tile cladding similar to but not matching the shape and scale of the
original. Eaves have exposed, decoratively-sawn rafter ends. Stucco-covered concrete
chimneys with corbeled caps are centrally located, just behind the ridges of the roofs.
Central dormers have two windows each, shingled cheeks, and hip roofs covered in Spanish-
tile. Wood-panel and glazed doors are surmounted by transoms. Windows are double-hung
sash, three-over-one, with recessed architrave surrounds of wood and lug sills of concrete.
Stone steps with rubble-course ramps and retaining walls lead to street level.
Architecturally, the design of these duplexes blends stylistic elements associated with the
newly introduced "Spanish Colonial Revival"--stucco-clad walls and a Spanish-tile roof--with
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standard classical-derived elements, including a basic and well proportioned block format
with hip roof and symmetrical architectural elements. The buildings’ broadly over-hanging
eaves and exposed rafter ends may be associated with the "Spanish Colonial Revival" (then
termed "Mission Revival"), but also appeared as common features already in existing post
architecture, not associated with this revival. These duplexes are also distinguished as an
early example on post of reinforced concrete construction for housing. Finally, these
duplexes, as part of the curving "streetscape" of officers’ family housing on Infantry
Terrace/Arguello Boulevard, represent a significant departure from rigid military traditions
that prescribed the rectilinear placement for such housing. The curving design of Infantry
Terrace, in consummate response to the existing topography of the reservation, may be
ascribed to the sensitivity and vision of army engineer, Maj. William W. Harts, who joined
the staff of the Department of California after 1905.

MP: Nos. 331, 334, 336-337, 339-340, 343 Officers’ Family Housing

These houses were built between 1909 and 1911 for $9,385 each. No significant
modifications have been made. These seven houses are roughly identical and, along with
two other large house/duplex types (Nos. 325-330, 335, 338, 344-45; and Nos. 332-33 and
341-42), form the impressive "streetscape" of officers’ family housing surmounting the
sweeping curve of Infantry Terrace/Arguello Boulevard. The seven houses are two-story
with basement and measure 29’ x 41’ in plan. They rest on concrete slab foundations and
have reinforced concrete walls covered in stucco. Projecting entrance pavilions are partially
enclosed, similar to Nos. 325-330, 335, 338, 344-45. Open back porches have handrails with
squared balusters; steps are open wooden treads (porches on Nos. 339-40 are enclosed with
wood siding). The hip roofs have red tile claddmg that likely has replaced the original
Spanish tile. A stuccoed;chimney is located in the rear. Broad sloping eaves include
decoratively-sawn exposed. rafter ends. Below the eaves, a very broad frieze-like area is
defined by a horizontal band connecting the tops of second-story windows. Each building
has one large central shingle-clad hipped dormer with either two three-over-three sash
windows or a central three-over-three flanked by two smaller one-over-one sash windows.
Wood-panel and glazed doors are surmounted by transoms. Double-hung sash windows are
one-over-one and are surrounded by molded and recessed architraves and wooden lug sills.
Entrance pavilions have open side entryways and a one-over-one double-hung sash window
with sidelights in the front. The pavilions are crowned in a small parapet, decoratively
curved and coped in a broad band. Architecturally, the design of these houses blends
stylistic elements associated with the newly introduced "Spanish Colonial Revival"--stucco-
clad walls, a Spanish-tile roof, and curving parapets--with more standard elements such as
the basic block format and hip roof. The buildings’ broadly over-hanging eaves and exposed
rafter ends may be associated with the "Spanish Colonial Revival" (then termed "Mission
Revival"), but also appeared as common features already in existing post architecture, not
associated with this revival. The houses are also distinguished as an early example on post
of reinforced concrete construction for housing. Finally, these houses, as part of the curving

"streetscape"” of officers’ family housing on Infantry Terrace/Arguello Boulevard, represent
a significant departure from rigid military traditions that prescribed the rectilinear placement
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for such housing. The curving design of Infantry Terrace, in consummate response to the
existing topography of the reservation, may be ascribed to the sensitivity and vision of army
engineer, Maj. Williamn W. Harts, who joined the staff of the Department of California after
190s.

MP: Nos. 332-33 and 341-42 Officers’ Family Housing

Begun in 1909 or 1910, these four houses are roughly identical and, along with two other
house/duplex types (Nos. 325-330, 335, 338, 344-45; and Nos. 331, 334, 336-337, 339-340,
343), form the impressive "streetscape" of officers’ family housing surmounting the sweeping
curve of Infantry Terrace. The four houses are two-and-one-half-story and measure roughly
38’ x 48’ in plan. Foundations are concrete slab with red-brick common-bond walls and a
concrete water table. Nos.'332-33 and 342 have a large single-story central entrance portico
with paired Tuscan columns supporting a modillioned entablature and a balcony balustrade
formed of a large classical clathrate motif. The porticos are enclosed on the sides with a
tripartite windows formed of central double-hung sash windows and double-hung sash side
windows. Utility porches are at the rear. The hip roofs, now clad in red asphalt shingles,
display deeply overhanging eaves with prominent decoratively-sawn exposed rafter ends.
There is a corbeled brick beltcourse below the eaves, suggesting an architrave molding and
a frieze area. Plain brick chimneys are covered with metal stack structures. There are large
hipped central dormers on all four sides, with tripartite windows in the form of a central
three-over-one double-hung sash with one-over-one sash side windows; dormers have the
same eaves treatment as on the main hip roof. Door and window openings are jack arches.
The front doorway has sidelights and a wood-paneled and glazed door. The windows are
double-hung sash, one-over-one, with notched concrete lug sills.

No. 341, though similar in general form, composition, and materials to Nos. 332-33, is
different from the other three houses in several significant design features. The red brick
walls are Flemish bond with black headers. There is a smaller, more graceful central
entrance portico with paired Tuscan columns and a denticulated entablature surmounted
by a pediment and broken by a central segmental arch. The front doorway has a transom
and sidelights and is reminiscent of 18th-century Adamesque designs appearing in Federal-
period architecture in the United States. An enclosed brick sun porch projects from the east
corner of the front elevation and has a prominent classical entablature and large windows
with transoms; its denticulated entablature is particularly broad and finely proportioned and
detailed. The wooden rear porch has Tuscan-derived pilasters and entablature. The house
has large gabled central dormers on the front and side elevations, with some variation on
the rear elevation. The front dormer is highly designed, with a tripartite window in the form
of a central four-over-one double-hung sash with one-over-one sash side windows. The
tripartite window is divided by four Tuscan pilasters supporting a broken entablature and
pediment. Window openings are ornamented with classical keystones on the first story. The
house has a large two-story ell at the rear.
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Nos. 332-33 and 341-42 represent the most stately house type on Infantry Terrace/Arguello
Boulevard, and exhibit fine classical-derived architectural features and detailing. Of
particular note, the portico and front dormer window of No. 341 pertain directly to
Georgian and Federal architectural prototypes associated with the "Colonial Revival," while
the more massive porticos of Nos. 332-33 and 342 seem to reflect a more general reference
to classical architecture. All of these houses are compatible with the other two
house/duplex types on Infantry Terrace/Arguello Boulevard (Nos. 325-330, 335, 338, 344-45;
and Nos. 331, 334, 336-337, 339-340, 343) despite differing stylistic elements derived from
both Spanish and classical-derived architectural sources. In addition to consistencies in scale
and rhythm, a basic free-standing format unifies the three house/duplex types of the
"streetscape": all of the buildings exhibit a central block form and a hip roof with broad
overhanging eaves. Also, large hipped dormers and exposed decorative rafter ends appear
on every building in the group. Finally, these houses, as part of the curving "streetscape” of
officers’ family housing on Infantry Terrace/Arguello Boulevard, represent a significant
departure from rigid military traditions that prescribed the rectilinear placement for such
housing. The curving design of Infantry Terrace, in consummate response to the existing
topography of the reservation, may be ascribed to the sensitivity and vision of army
engineer, Maj. William W. Harts, who joined the staff of the Department of California after
1905.

MP: No. 222 Storehouse (administration)

This storehouse was built in 1910 at a cost of $6900 as an addition to a small complex of
quartermaster, commissary, and ordnance storehouses along Halleck Street. The storehouse
is a utilitarian two-story reinforced concrete building measuring roughly 31’ x 79’ in plan.
The hip roof is now clad in red asphalt shingles. Doorways are flush with solid wood doors.
Windows have three-over-three double-hung sash and plain surrounds and concrete lug sills.
There are some fixed windows. The first-floor doorway is barred. The building is
distinguished as an early example on post of reinforced-concrete construction. There was
an increased reliance on concrete at the Presidio following the 1909 report and
recommendations of Maj. Gen. Frederick Funston in favor of such construction.

MP: No. 225 Storehouse :

Built in 1910 as part of a warehouse complex on Halleck Street, this storehouse is similar
to Nos. 123, 127, and other brick buildings of the period on post. The two-and-one-half-
story building (appears as one-and-one-half-story on Halleck due to sloped grade of the
site), measures roughly 24’ x 30’ in its cross-axial plan. Foundations and walls are of
common-bond red brick. The basement-like bottom story projects slightly to form a water
table. The gable roof is now clad with red asphalt shingles; the eaves have exposed rafter
ends. Segmental-arch doorways and window openings are formed of four radiating header
courses and based with sloping brick lug sills. Windows are boarded over; some have metal
bars.
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MP: No. 107 Switching Station

Built in 1911 at a cost of $2400, this building is the earliest extant electrical switching station
on post. It is a one-and-one-half-story building, measuring 24’ x 31’ in plan, with a concrete
foundation and cominon-bond red-brick walls, a slate-clad gable roof, and one gabled wall
dormer. The eaves have exposed rafter ends and decoratively sawn bargeboards. The
dormer has a rectangular window-like opening with a panel insert, pierced by holes for
electrical cables. The double door is wood-paneled with a transom under a segmental arch.
Segmental arch windows have stone lug sills. A large, concrete-block addition was built to
the south side of building in 1975. A chain link fence surrounds transformers to the north
side. The building is associated with the introduction of electric lighting on Post.

MP: No. 35 Enlisted Barracks with Mess (administration/offices)

Built at a cost of $117,000 as an enlisted mens barracks ¢. 1912, No. 35 was the largest
barracks on Post at the time of its construction. This building became 9th Corps Area
Headquarters offices about 1921 and later served as 4th Army Headquarters. Alterations
to this building include what appears to be a major three-story extension, approximately 40
x 85, of the building to the southwest, displaying the same design as the original and
completed in 1934; the enclosure, dating perhaps to the 1930s, of the porch or gallery that
extends across most of the front elevation (1934 extension excepted); a central, but not
centered, one-story roof-top addition some six bays in length with hip roof, dating perhaps
to the 1930s; a one-story rear addition on the south end of the southeast (rear) elevation,
added in the early 1940s and substantially compromised by later infilling of the majority of
the original openings; and other minor rear additions. Also, the original broad overhang
of the roof, decorated with projecting pairs of beams or brackets, was removed, probably
in the 1930s; original cantilevered balconies, which projected from the facade at the third
floor level and displayed decorative iron railings, were removed as well. Overall, this three-
story building is roughly rectangular in plan, measuring 92’ x 388’ and having two original
projecting ell extensions in the rear, rising the full three stories. The building’s reinforced-
concrete structure has stucco-covered walls, articulated by a belt course between the first
and second floors and by a water table; the roof either is flat or has a low hip. The single-
story porch, enclosed for office space, stretches nearly the entire length of the front
elevation of the building. The main entablature provides the principal decorative element:
a simple prominent geometric frieze of recessed rectangular panels containing a large
diamond pattern. A generous copper coping covers the roof line (the original overhang and
projecting brackets has been removed). The simple geometry and strong horizontality of
the frieze and the plain, even stark, walls of the building represent a more "modern"
architectural expression than had been seen at the Presidio to that time, and relate directly
to the building’s practical reinforced-concrete construction. Also, the frieze may have had
an association with the "Spanish Colonial Revival" or, more specifically, the "Mission
Revival": No. 1213 of the Spanish-derived architecture of Fort Winfield Scott is
contemporary to this building and exhibits similar decorative detailing below the eaves.
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Cemetery and Cavalry Complex (CCC)
CCC: No. 682 Enlisted Barracks with Mess (religious education center)

The building was constructed in 1902 for $28,700 as an enlisted men's barracks. Exterior
modifications include the addition of metal railings to the front veranda, the addition of an
ell to the rear of the bulldmg, and the addition of fire escapes, also to the rear. The interior
has been modified for office use. The two-story-plus-basement building has a symmetrical
format from the front composed of a long cross-axial rectangular center portion, slightly
projecting center bays, two large two-story rear ells, and one new one-story ell addition, also
on the rear, at center. The central portion measures 37’ x 123’ in plan, the ells 26’ x 45/,
and the new ell addition 20’ x 31. The wood-frame building has horizontal lapped wood
siding, a random-course stone foundation, a gable roof with a central cross gable at the
projecting center bays, and a prominent projecting boxed cornice above a bed mold. The
gable ends have returns. The roof is now clad in red asphalt shingles. One original brick
chimney rises above the roof and is now covered with metal stack structures. A full-front
two-tier veranda, with chamfered posts and an abbreviated entablature, follows the
building's configuration of projecting center bays, and thus forms a projecting center portico,
which is emphasized by a pediment of classical proportions. There are straight-approach
wooden stairs. Doorways and windows have plain-board surrounds and are decorated with
crowns formed of sections of architrave molding Doors are wood-paneled with glazing.
Double-hung sash windows are six-over-six with wooden lug sills. The gable ends have full
Palladian windows. Architecturally, the building blends standard elements of conventional
wood construction of the period with more high-style classical elements associated with the
"Colonial Revival," becoming popular at that time. The first-floor interior features ornate
pressed metal ceilings, an unusual system of supporting beams, detailed cast-iron columns,
fireplaces with mantels, and the original staircase and railings.

CCC: No. 680 Electrical Substation

Built in 1908 for $2,000 as an electrical substation, and rehabilitated in 1969, the building
stands amidst a complex of newer buildings, some adjacent to it. The single-story building
measures roughly 37’ x 44’ in plan, with a brick foundation and bearing red-brick walls in
Flemish bond. A gable roof, now covered in red asphalt shingles, has exposed rafter ends
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