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This large brick structure with white trim has stood at its location since the 1 S 2. 
turn-of-the-century. Very little of the exterior has changed other than the usual 
patching of the roof and replacement of mortar. The exterior front is organized 
into three units - two pavilions and a recessed entry way. A string course runs 
around the attic level, and heavy lintels emphasize the paired windows.

The interior is still striking even though some alterations have been made. There 
were two lobbies, one at ground level and one at the first balcony level. The upper 
lobby has been closed off but the lower lobby is much as it was. The original 
brass light fixture hangs in the center of the room. Several sets of doors led from 
the lobby into the theater. A delicate fresco is still seen on the ceiling of the 
lobby and the sloping floor remains. The side rooms off the lower lobby are now 
used for different functions and no longer have the same character they originally did.

The interior of the theater proper is classical in style, dominated by Ionic 
themes. Some alterations have been made - the orchestra pit has been covered, the 
proscenium stage has been made shorter and more narrow, and the ceiling has been 
lowered to hide the original second, or "Jim Crow," balcony. However, the original 
features remain beneath the modern alterations. The seats on the orchestra floor 
have been replaced by pews; the original seats remain in the first balcony. 3.

Outstanding original features of the interior include two boxes with their 4 5. 
supports, and an ornate molded frieze of foliage motifs accented by small faces. 5^ 
This frieze runs around the perimeter of the lower floor. The boxes are formed 
of triumphal arches with Ionic columns at each end; a pediment and entablature with 
a curved parapet enclose the top of each box. The boxes are supported by Ionic 
columns on each end; the middles are supported by caryatid figures. 7.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Busby Theater was the largest theater between Kansas City and Dallas. All 
large shows and the great names of the theater stopped here on their tours. De Wolf 
Hopper, a famous dramatic actor, once said "it is one of the most beautiful I have 
ever seen; it is hardly equaled...". It stands today almost exactly as it did then.

Colonel R. H. Busby was a general sales agent for the coal department of the 
Choctaw, Oklahoma, and Gulf Railroad. He was the builder of the Busby Theater , the 
Busby Hotel and the Busby Office building. All three of these buildings were easily 
reached from the others, either by underground tunnels or by walkways. The original 
cost of the theater was $10,000 and it seated 1,650 people.

It was used as a theater until 1933 when the Church of Christ purchased the 
structure for $2,300. The Church carried out the alterations but tried to save as 
much of the original appearance as possible. The essential character of the theater 

remains, and its ornate interior reflects the munificence of the coal boom days.
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