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This small red-brick building was opened for business in 1888. It has changed
little on interior or exterior. On the exterior, only the front windows have been
replaced. The false-front design is still there, all of brick, and even the paint
is visible and legible on the top part saying ""H. H. Hokey-the druggist." 1.

The interior is essentially as it was when built. Six mirrors of wvarious
sizes and designs, all original, cover the back wall and above where the fountain
once stood. The dark-brown woodwork is delicately detailed, especially on the upper 2,3.
part of the shelving. On the side walls, shelves stand divided into regular shelves,
drawers and sliding door shelves. These drawers once held the medicines Mr. Hokey 4,
carried and on many of the metal handles the names of the medicine and price are still
visible. A v-shaped counter still stands at one end of the store; it too is original.
However a piece of plywood has been laid over the glass top so it will not be broken.
Beneath the mirrors, just above the floor, is a marble strip. This same type of
marble also exists on the fountain counter. The floor is still concrete, no tile
or carpet has been added. Only two grocery shelves and about three refrigeration
units have been placed within the structure to help with its present function as a

grocery store.

Although the building is in almostly completely original condition, structural
deterioration, especially in the rear wall, threaten the building's integrity.
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This small two-room red-brick building is the oldest drugstore in the state of
Oklahoma. Harry H. Hokey opened his drugstore in 1888 just as the town of Krebs was
getting started.

Not only is the building still standing and being used but the interior has
been left almost as it was originally constructed, showing the elegance that once
existed in a coal-boom town before the turn-of-the-centurv. The town of Krebs grew
because of the thriving coal mining that developed in this area. Many immigrants
came to live here and work in the mines, especially Italians. To help Krebs'
growing population, Harry Hokey opened his drugstore. Not only did it dispense drugs
and serve fountain treats but it was a meeting place for the local people.

Krebs was surrounded by quite a few large mines and so Hokey's carried supplies
in case of accidents at the mines. Some of the Krebs mines had some devastating
disasters, at which times Hokey's was transformed into a hospital.

Harry Hokey and his drugstore served the community of Krebs and the miners
until Hokey's death. At this time it was taken over by a local couple and has
changed hands only once since then. It is presently used as a grocery store, still
serving the Krebs' community, and the owners hope to retain the structure in as
original a condition as possible.
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