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This Art Deco structure is typical of many commercial buildings 
of the period. The low, unified horizontal design is reinforced by 
a banded frieze containing lettering identifying the nature of the 
business and owner. This structure is today almost exactly as it was 
when built. It is constructed of wood and brick with an overlay on 
the exterior of pale green glass tile. The ceilings in all rooms are 
braced by the original 2 by 12s.

Exterior alterations have been few.. An awning was placed.over 
the pumps which have doubled in number, and the front southeast corner, 
originally having a rounded picture window, has been changed and an., 
angled, sectioned glass put in its place. The striking exterior fea 
ture is the tower of the building. The tower itself is of clear glass 
tiles once illuminated by neon lights. Atop the glass tower sits a 
red pegasus that revolved and was also illuminated.

The interior has not been radically changed. The office contains 
the original wooden shelves on all four walls and the glass counter 
in the center of the room. The garage is still functioning as such 
and the room at the east end of the building, originally used for 
tractor parts, is now used for tire storage and sales. This building 
also had one of the first indoor bathrooms in a gas station in the area, 
Both the men's and women 1 s are original; both have original fixtures 
,and floor tile. .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This structure is significant because of its architectural character 
and integrity. It is the only such commercial structure in Oklahoma 
which retains so much of its original detail and represents an archi 
tectural style which florished across the nation in a relatively brief 
period of the 1920s and 30s.

In the late 1930s, increased travel by auto brought three signifi 
cant structures-the diner, the motel, and the gasoline station. Few 
structures dating to this period of early florescence remain, but a 
few communities retain examples dating to a time when auto travel was 
not synonomous with Interstate Highways.

Many of the commercial structures of this period were in the Art 
Deco, or Art Moderne, style. This style represented a clean break with 
past forms and helped spread modern decoration in architecture. The 
trademarks of the style include curved surfaces, glazed-tile or brick, 
and glass blocks. Because this time span represented a period of 
growth for the relatively young state of Oklahoma, many buildings of 
this style once existed.

One of the major symbols of the era was the Mobil Oil Company's 
Eegasus, a fine example of the marriage of myth and advertising when 
a symbol was more than an abstract graphic design. This structure is 
remarkable among small commercial buildings in Oklahoma. It retains 
more integrity than any other Deco gas station, and indeed is one of 
very few small Deco commercial structures still in original condition 
and being used for its original purpose. It is viewed with pride by 
the owner and by local residents, who consider it an area landmark.
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