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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This one-and-one-half story log cabin with dog trot between the two main rooms 1.
is essentially as it was when built in 1867. The body of the cabin is constructed
of oak logs and cedar beams. The building measures 20' by 13'; each of the downstairs
rooms measure about 8' by 9' and the dog trot about 4' by 9'. The front of the 2.
cabin has a wooden siding placed over the horizontal log construction to give the
appearance of a frame house. Also in front is a natural stone porch, about 4' -
wide, running the length of the cabin. The roof of the porch is supported by three
plain wooden posts resting on a natural stone wall, about 2' tall. It appears
that part of the porch (the east end) has been closed off and a room created at a
date later than original construction.

Both main rooms have natural stone end-wall chimneys. The cabin itself has a 3.
natural stone foundation.

Both downstairs rooms have two doors and two windows. The wooden floors,
panelling and dropped ceiling were a later alteration.

A stairway is in the dog trot, next to the east room. This leads upstairs to the
one-half story rooms. The area above the dog trot is enclosed and has two windows -
one north and one south. Both upstairs rooms are also enclosed and have a window
each,

All hinges in the structure are extremely elaborate, as are the door knobs and
plates. This equipment is original.

The structure was moved three and a half miles east from its original site
in 1966 in an effort to preserve it and protect it from vandalism.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This small log cabin with dog trot is one of the oldest standing structures
in Oklahoma. It dates from 1867 and was a residence until 1966 when it was moved
to its present location and became a museum.

The builder and original owner was George Choate of Choate Prairie, about three
and a half miles from present day Indianola, Oklahoma. Mr. Choate was himself an
important character in Oklahoma's early days. George W. Choate, a Choctaw, was
a county judge for a long time in the Choctaw Nation and served at the Tobucksy
County Courthouse beginning in 1876. Mr. Choate was also the last president of
the Choctaw Senate. No other structure associated with Mr. Choate survives.

The structure retains much of its original architectural integrity. It is one
of the few buildings remaining which participated in the development of the Choctaw
Nation.
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