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This office building was one of three owned in the same area by Colonel R. H.
Busby. This was his office building.

The exterior is dark brick reached by six steps. Two pilasters flank the front 1.
face of the building. Four windows and the door are contained in the lower portio
of the building. Above them was a clerestory that has now been covered on the exterior
by a metal strip. A string course of white stone divides the building facade in two
horizontally. In the upper portion there are three "rennaissance" windows, topped
by stone lintels and by a decorative cornice of white stone having a molded pattern
of leaves. Set at the top of the facade is the date 1907 divided by a large, decorative
cartouche of leaves and hornés of plenty inscribed with a large B. The top of the
building is crowned by another row of white stone.

The interior has all mahogany woodwork and doors. Mahogany panelling extends 2.
about four feet up the wall from the floor. Every door has a stained glass window
in it. There are several rooms downstairs consisting of offices, meeting rooms
and storage rooms. There is also a large safe built into the wall.

The original staircase leads to the second floor which also contained offices.
This floor is now occupied by a lawyer. The second floor ceilings have been lowered.

Very little of the interior of this building has beeéen changed.
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT

R. H. Busby

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building was built by Colonel R. H. Busby, a general sales agent in the

coal department of the Choctaw, Oklahoma, and Gulf Railroad.

He built a triplex in

what was then south McAlester, Indian Territory that became the hub of the area.

He built a theatre, a hotel and this office building.
others.
carriages.
town of McAlester and the boom of the coal industry in the area.

All could be reached from the

This building and the hotel were connected by an underground tunnel for

This building exemplified the growth and wealth of the then expanding
It is one of the

few retaining considerable integrity, since most have been lost to subsequent
development.
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Legal Description: East 35 ft. of the South 102 ft., Lot 4 of
Block 319




